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Pastoral Passages 

“Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for,  
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. . 

.Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. . . Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4) 
 

            On May 15th our Bishop announced that in person worship may resume June 
14.  He also advised that larger churches should proceed with more caution.  Our 
LSUMC Executive Committee met May 17th via Zoom and set Sunday, July 5th as our 
tentative date to resume in person worship.  This is a tentative date!  Also keep in 
mind that no matter when we resume, we will have to make accommodations to 
ensure confidence and safety of all.  In the coming weeks our Worship Committee 
will be working on recommendations for necessary accommodations for our safe 
return together.  Please be in prayer for them as they take on this vital task. 

 

Your LSUMC staff has done an incredible job with ensuring quality online 
and radio worship experiences.  Even when we return together, those at higher risk 
should still take advantage of those experiences rather than taking unnecessary 
health risks.  When we gather together again there will be adjustments that we will 
all have to get use to for a while.  For example, we will still need to practice social 
distancing and we may have to change things like how we collect tithes and 
offerings. 

 

We are living in difficult times that have required all of us to make adjustments 

that would have been inconceivable a few months ago.  I return to our Epistle text 

above to say, no matter the adjustments or changes, stand firm in the Lord!  

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say Rejoice!  And in these ever changing times, 

may the peace of God guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus!! 

 

Michael Arant | Senior Pastor 

michael@lsumc.net 
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 The book of Psalms is often referred to as the hymnal of the Old Testament 
church.  Here’s a fun fact about Psalms:  this book is really an anthology.  As such, it 
doesn’t have chapters, but individual psalms that are divided into five sections.  These 
divisions are 1-41, 42-72, 73-89, 90-106, and 107-150.  Like our hymnal, the book of 
Psalms is rich in profundity of thought (thanksgiving AND lament), theological affirmation, 
and comfort for the disconsolate. 

 
 As I sit in our empty sanctuary on the day this newsletter article is due, there are two psalms on 
my mind.  The first is Psalm 137.  This psalm is a lament over the destruction of Jerusalem during the 
Babylonian captivity of the Israelites.  While I would encourage you to read it in its entirety—it’s only 
nine verses long—here are the first four verses: 
 

By the rivers of Babylon— 
     there we say down and there we wept 
     when we remembered Zion. 
On the willows there 
     we hung up our harps. 

 

 Personally, my life hasn’t changed tremendously since COVID-19 caused the world around us to 
change.  I didn’t have a particularly busy social life; my hair hardly grows anymore, so I’m not missing 
out on a great deal of barbershop banter; I’ve never had a pedicure; having grown up on a tropical 
island, I’ve had my fill of the beach...honestly, as long as I can get to church, the meat market, the 
grocery store (yes, my world is 3 miles wide most days), I’m as happy as a clam.  Even so, I feel like I’m in 
a foreign land. 
 

 I feel like I’m in a foreign land when I put on my mask to go to the grocery store.  I feel like I’m in 
a strange land when I come to church to stream a worship service without a congregation present; 
when I see more than 80,000 people dead in a country with first-rate medical scientists; or when I see 
skyrocketing unemployment numbers.  And I ask myself “How can we sing the LORD’s songs in a foreign 
land?” This feeling—the sensation that I’m in a strange and different world can become quite intense.  
Overwhelming, even.  In those moments, I remind myself not just of the fact that to everything there is 
a time and season (turn, turn, turn)...but I fall back on Psalm 46.   
 

 Like Psalm 137, this is a short psalm, but I’ll offer here just the opening and closing verses. 
 

God is our refuge and strength, 
     A very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 
Should change, 
     Though the mountains shake in the heart of 
the sea; 

 
 

 We don’t know the melodies of these ancient texts. But we do know that regardless of how 
strange or difficult life may ever be, these words ring true for us in every situation: The LORD of hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 

Jason N. Brown | Director of Music 
lsumcmusic@gmail.com 
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For there our captors asked us for songs, 
     and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, 
     “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
How could we sing the LORD’s song 
     in a foreign land? 

Though its waters roar and foam, 

     though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

“Be still, and know that I am God! 

     I am exalted among the nations, 

     I am exalted in the earth.” 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

     the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
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I love the book of Proverbs, and it certainly sheds light on the 

difference between knowledge and wisdom.  We obtain knowledge 

through facts, and while that is great, without wisdom, the knowledge 

doesn’t do much good.  Solomon gives practical, easy-to-understand 

advice in this Old Testament book.  There are a number of passages 

underlined and highlighted in my Bible, verses that I find particularly helpful and 

insightful. 

 

Proverbs 22:6 is probably my favorite verse in Proverbs, and it reminds us that raising 

children to make wise decisions is so important.  This verse tells us to teach children 

the skills to make good choices for themselves.  When we model good character and 

demonstrate good decision-making for children, the need to hover and dictate choices 

is no longer a necessity.  They will have the ability to problem-solve and make good 

decisions for themselves! 

 

This verse came to mind on Youth Sunday as I listened to our high school seniors give 

their speeches, telling us what our church means to them.  It is evident that a number 

of parents are “training up a child in the way he should go”.  In a world that often 

times portrays all young people as lazy and insensible, I find it refreshing to hear the 

lessons they have learned and the experiences they have had that have shaped their 

faith and future.   

 

Our youth, like so many others, are being raised in Christian homes and are being 

prepared for life beyond the nest.  The solid foundation they have built will sustain 

them for years to come, and “even when (they) are old, (they) will not depart from it”.    

Thank you for loving and supporting our children and youth! 

 

Mary Abbott | Director of Children & Youth 

mary@lsumc.net    
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Children & Youth Ministry 
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Dear LSUMC Family, 
 

Our church never ceases to amaze me.  Despite all the challenges we’re facing, the support for the 

church has been amazing!  Through the 1st Sunday in May we have received funding right on budget 

and are showing a significant surplus as compared to YTD expenses.  It is incredible to see the 

support everyone has shown the church in this way.  The surplus is due to the good work of the 

church staff to minimize expenses and the fact that we were approved and received funding 

through the payroll protection program (part of the government funded CARES act) reducing the 

need to spend as much out of our church budget.  Your continued support will be important so we 

can make up for losses incurred last year and help us to an improved financial position as we 

continue to navigate through these unprecedented times.  Thank you again for all your support! 

 
 

Eric Gunter | Finance Committee Chair 
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A CHURCH ON THE MOVE 
 

Becky and I moved to Camden in the mid-eighties. We joined LSUMC when Ralph Cannon was the senior 
pastor.  In our early years our attendance was not as regular as it's become in later years. We attend the 
11:15 traditional service and after thirty plus years of membership still run into people who are also LSUMC 
old timers who we hadn't met because they are 9:00 o'clock attendees.  
 

Nearly twenty years ago I began serving as an usher in the months of January and July. I'm grateful for 
volunteering for that position as it helped me get on a better path of attendance and stewardship. God truly 
does work in mysterious ways and from that small step He has brought me closer to understanding what it 
means to be a modern day disciple and try to spread the Word throughout the world. 
 

One of the real beauties of our faith is its simplicity. Sometimes we make it more complicated than it really 
is, but if we sincerely and earnestly repent of our sins and confess our faith in God through Jesus we are 
guaranteed a place in Heaven for all Eternity. What could be more comforting or reassuring than to know 
we have an eternal home?  
 

Flash forward to today and we have seen our grandchildren baptized and confirmed at LSUMC, seen them 
participate in our outstanding youth programs and watched them grow in faith. They all attended Lyttleton 
Learning Place during their journeys as well. 
 

Now, in my third year as Lay Leader for our congregation, I've had a first hand view of how the church works 
administratively as part of the Lay Leader's role is to serve on most of the church's committees. The level of 
talent that exists in our church is simply amazing. I simply can't think of a challenge we're not capable of 
meeting and the pandemic is an event that has put us all to the test. 
 

Throughout these unsettling and turbulent times we continue to proclaim God's message to the community 
and world.  From an outstanding church staff and with a committed and caring congregation LSUMC 
continues its leadership position within the Hartsville District and South Carolina Conference. 
 

We believe the best is yet to come and we certainly acknowledge the love and commitment of those who 
have come before us in our church home.  We serve a Mighty God. 
 

Blessing to you and yours - 
Bill and Becky Ferguson 
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Remind Yourself to Live a Heathy Life 
 

“A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth,  

and the recompense of a man’s hands will be rendered to him.” 

Proverbs 12:14 (NKJV) 

 

We often know what the “right” decision is and trust in the Lord that He will help guide us to have the 

strength to make these decisions.  We must also be empowered to create an environment that supports 

healthy choices.  We keep the Bible by our bed to remind us to read it every day.  We can take similar steps 

to remind us to eat healthy and be physically active, too.  Buy fruits and vegetables, cut them into snack 

size servings, and keep them in places you will see them.  Steer clear of the snack aisle at the grocery store.  

Hide treats so you aren’t tempted to eat them as often. Put your walking shoes by the door to remind you 

to walk every day. Schedule 10-minute walks in your calendar. Take action to make your environment a 

healthy one with these and other reminders!   

Keep your temple healthy in mind, body, and spirit…. 

 

 

The Health & Wellness Committee of LSUMC would love your input on which programs to offer to our 

membership.  Please take a couple of minutes to complete the survey at the link below: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LSUMCHW2020 

Health & Wellness Committee 

Hello Church Family! 
 

In Mark 12:31 we are commanded by Jesus to “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  In recent times a lot of 
research has gone into this idea and what we have learned is that we humans were made to do just this.  
We are genetically programmed and designed to care for others and are actually happier when we are 
working together to help each other out.  A lot of people have asked me recently, “What can we do to 
help?”  The biggest thing our community can do to help at this point is to continue to social distance and to 
wear a mask.  One of the reasons this virus is so contagious is that it is spread by people who do not yet 
know they are sick.  Wearing a mask protects others around you from the virus if you are sick and do not 
yet know it.  Countries who have implemented “Universal Masking” have been much more successful in 
limiting the spread and opening back up. 
 

I see this as a gift of love to your neighbor.  Each time you put on your mask you are saying and should think 
to yourself, “We are all in this together, and I am doing my part and showing my love for my neighbor and 
my community.”  Just as Jesus commanded. 
 

In Christ, 
Karin Jenkins, MD 



 

 
 

Focus. When we let little things get inside our heads, we tend to lose focus – lose 
sight of our true path. What path? Philippians 3:14 tells us to “…press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of Christ Jesus.” How do we get to that mark? 
Focus. For this article, I want to introduce you to a series of devotions that I found 
while attending college. I shared these devotions with my prayer partner back in 
December, though they can be used at any time of the year. They have helped me 

focus – especially when I felt like I was losing sight of the mark. There is a scripture, a reflection of the 
scripture, and something or someone for you to offer up to God in prayer. These prayers might not 
always reflect the scripture, but EVERYONE and EVERYTHING needs prayer! I have picked my five 
favorite devotions. 

 

Rejoicing, teaching and direction, kindness and forgiveness, serving, and sacrifice. Very similar to the 
Fruits of the Spirit, aren’t they? I truly believe these elements deserve our attention – our focus. In the 
midst of pandemic, don’t lose sight of what we’re all here to do. Press toward the mark! The prize that 
is Jesus Christ is surely a prize worth winning. 
 
If you would like the rest of the devotions (with a little more detail), please send me an email at 
ikepittsmusic@gmail.com and I will gladly share them with you. 
 

Ike Pitts | Organist 

ikepittsmusic@gmail.com 
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PSALM 98: 1-6 – Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things… 
Your focus should be on rejoicing. This is such a wonderful verse that displays what the Lord has done 

and how you should shout for joy! Pray for you. Pray for the fact that the Lord gave you LIFE. 
 

PROVERBS 22:6 – Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
Your focus should be on teaching and direction. We greatly influence our children. It is our job to 

start them on their journey to Jesus. Pray for your children and others’ children. 
 

EPHESIANS 4:32 – Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. 

Your focus should be on kindness and forgiveness. We ALL need to focus on these two particular as-
pects of life. Pray for the people of the world. 

 

LUKE 6:20-21 – Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hun-
ger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 

Your focus should be on serving. Pray for those who are poor, hungry, and desire God. Serve others. 
Remember, as you have done it unto one of the least of these, you have done it unto me. 

 

JOHN 15:13 – Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
Your focus should be on sacrifice. Pray for our service men and women who lay down their lives daily. 

One sacrifice surpasses all others à Christ Jesus who laid down his life for all of humanity. 
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Remember to check in on your family and friends.  Stay connected 

everyday with a phone call, a FaceTime chat, a card, a text or a 

Zoom group meeting.  Get creative on how to stay connected! 

Birthdays 
1st Jack Brantley, Parks Carrington, Carter Edens, 

 Laura Gunter, Jeanette Williams 

2nd Scott Neal, Tyke Redfearn, Andrew Wertz 

3rd Charles Elliott, Jackson Hill, Robert Wertz 

4th  Buddy Clark, Linda Forrester, Robbie Lackey 

6th Allie Byrd, Diane Fulcher, David Sloan, 

 William Grumbach, Robbie Jenkins 

7th  Theodore Hudson, Beth Latimer 

8th Wade Luther, Payton Truesdale 

9th Marilyn Jenkins, Kelly Lewis 

10th Bill Kaputa, Melissa Rowell 

11th Paulo Graham, Hank Thompkins 

12th Jean Broom, Rae King 

13th Susan Best, Judy Smith 

14th Sam Cheek, Paul Christenberry, Dick Foote, 

 Davis Green, Arlene Moore, Randy Twitty 

15th  Roddy Partin, Dawn Partin 

16th Granger Rabon 

18th Linda Higgins, Hank Kerfoot, Kate Moore, 

 Harris Younghans 

19th Frank Goodale 

20th J.D. Green, Mary Margaret Reid,  

 Elizabeth Slade 

22nd Pam Brandon, Julia DuBose, Rolf Pedersen 

23rd Nick Baskin, Pat Cain 

25th Margaret Mays, Cindy Robinson,  

 Adam Twitty 

27th Barbara Clyburn, Josh Denton, Liz Ranges, 

 Sean Hanson 

28th Allison Ansley, Sarah Daniels,  Pat Pruett 

 Eddie Padgett 

29th Lynn Conto, Katie Hough, Sid Isler 

 Camille Sullivan 

30th Joanne Poe 

Anniversaries 
1st William & April Trapp 

2nd Matthew & Nikki Ingram,  

 Bob & Lynne Ingram 

4th Walker & Elizabeth Cash 

 Jimmy & Julia Morton 

5th Billy & Sallie Cobb 

 Scott & Jennifer Wladischkin 

6th Laurin & Jenn Burch 

8th Lawson & Kay Lewis 

9th Bud & Margaret Goodrich 

10th Tom & Debby Anderson 

11th Kevin & Rhonda Rhodes 

12th Robert & Annette Wertz 

13th Boyd & Cheryl Black 

14th Dan & Jackie Lovett 

16th Jimmy & Emily Kimpton 

17th Art & Isla Graham 

18th Ty & Mechelle Cobb 

 Jeffery & Sara Graham 

 Ike & Amber Pitts 

19th Scott & Trudy Ranges 

21st Holmes & Julia DuBose 

22nd Dan & Ruth Thompson 

25th Eric & Lisa Palmer 

26th Frank & Jo Griffith 

 Shannon & Tracy West 

27th John & Sandra Inabinet 

29th Ronnie & Betty Bradley 

 Lowell & Alana Hall 

 John & Arlene Moore 

 Ray & Rosanne Smith 
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Let’s Celebrate the JUNE Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them 

and call, text or send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



Lyttleton Street UMC 

1206 Lyttleton Street 

Camden, SC  29020 
 
 

Phone: 803-432-3191 

Fax: 803-424-1363 

E-mail: church@lsumc.net 
 

April Kidd & Kathi Hunter 

LLP Co-Directors 

llp@lsumc.net 

LLP (803) 425-4874 
 

Anita Crowley | Office Manager 

anita@lsumc.net 
 

Christa DeMare | Admin. 

Assistant 

christa@lsumc.net 
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     I miss church. I miss seeing family and friends. Yet, I feel that I am the luckiest person alive. I have a 
wonderful wife. We have wonderful children, grand children, and great grand children. All have been 
doing well during this pandemic. Sure, I have missed being at church but by using facebook, youtube, 
and Zoom I have been able to remain in contact with my church family. I heard about Zoom for the 
first time about two months ago. During these two months I have attended several church meetings 
and met with family and friends often. Yulee Harrelson has brought wonderful gifts--I guess because 
we are old. She even invited us to join with her, on Zoom, in the New Horizons Sunday School Class. 
Dot and I look forward to meeting with them each Sunday. The LSUMC brothers and sisters in Christ 
have made each day some of the greatest ever. 
 

     On a personal note, we have a grandson, Graham, who has cerebral palsy and has autistic 
tendencies, as well as other problems. This change in routine was very difficult for him. His sister Laura 
asked some of her face book friends if they would write him a letter as he enjoys getting mail. Some of 
you may remember Laura as she attended church here until she got married. She did not know what 
would happen because of this request. Each day now Graham sits at the front door and waits on the 
mail. Some days he may only get a dozen or so letters. Other days he gets one of those mail baskets 
filled with letters and packages. He has received mail from all over the United States and even some 
from Canada. One day he received a letter that only had one word on the front of the envelope. That 
one word was “Graham.” It was delivered to the right address! He has received letters from mayors of 
different towns and other dignitaries. He even received one from a person who works at The White 
House. There are a lot of wonderful people in this world and that includes all of you here at Lyttleton 
Street United Methodist Church. 
 

Coke Goodwin 


