
 

  

RSVP 
This past week in Bible study we were comparing the different Bible 

translations we were using. “What version are you using?” one 

participant asked another.  “Oh,” she replied, “I’m using the RSVP 

version.” Hearty laughter ensued but that slip of the tongue spurred 

my thinking. The invitations that come to us in the mail often 

include the notation “RSVP.”  The derivation is from the French “respondez sil vous 

plait,” literally translated as “respond if you please.” We generally read it as, 

“please respond,” and directions are given for us to do so.  
 

 Our fellow Bible study learner was inadvertently but absolutely right, for 

the Bible always comes to us with an RSVP, no matter what translation we are 

using. The scriptures call for a response—always.  Early on, many of us learned 

John 3:16 with its invitation to eternal life. It’s an invitation that demands a 

response.  The prophet Micah reminds us of what the Lord requires of us—to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Jesus said that we 

should love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and love 

our neighbors as our selves. Well, will we or won’t we? A response is required. 
 

 Since the time of creation God has invited us to be in a relationship with 

him. It’s an invitation that begs an RSVP. We respond with our very lives. One day I 

knew that God was calling/inviting me to ordained ministry. That invitation came 

with an RSVP. I responded and God led me into a party of divine design.  I have 

experienced joys far beyond my imagination in ministry. Even after retirement God 

continued to send me invitations—to a youth group in Sumter, to an interim in 

Cheraw, to an interim in Darlington, and now to an interim at Lyttleton Street. In 

each case I responded, “Yes!” and in each case God filled my cup to overflowing, 

for he had invited me to an amazing party of his making.  
 

 My time at Lyttleton Street has been a time of great enjoyment and 
satisfaction.  It has been my joy to be a part of some of Lyttleton Street’s greatest 
celebrations. On my very first Sunday we celebrated a risen savior and Holy 
Communion.  Together we began to gather in greater numbers and we even 
started singing again—all of the verses!  
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 Together we celebrated Children’s Sabbath, Holy Baptism and Confirmation, and Youth Sunday.  We 

thrilled to the sounds of the bells being played once more.  I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to 

share in these with you. I have enjoyed our conversations after worship, in Bible Study, in the church office 

and in the pastor’s office. I have been awed and blessed by the amazing staff at Lyttleton Street.  I am 

humbled by the loving ways that you have accepted me and affirmed me in this household of faith. Thank 

you! All of this has happened, all of this is now happening, and all of this will continue to happen because of 

your RSVP’s—your responses to God’s call upon your life.  
 

 As the next chapter in the life of LSUMC begins it begins with two pastors who have responded to 

God’s RSVP and it continues with a wonderful congregation of God’s people who are still reading the RSVP 

Version! 

Rev. Paul  Frey| Interim Pastor 
pdfrey44@gmail.com | (864) 634-9984 

 

  

 This month marks 1 year of my ministry here at LSUMC. I cannot believe I am already 
writing my last newsletter article for our church. I would have never expected to leave so 
soon but God must have done all he needed to do through me at LSUMC. I must say this has 
been quite the journey and quite the first appointment. To start ministry in the midst of a 
pandemic, social unrest, and with so many transitions throughout the way, I’m sure it has 
been tough for all of us. I could not have asked for a better church to be at during this volatile 
time. Your love and support has been a testament of God’s love in my life. During this unusual 

and unforeseen time of a pandemic many pastors have questioned their calling to ministry and their own 
personal faith as well. However, due to  your love and words of affirmation and encouragement, it has 
actually affirmed my calling to ministry and my faith in the goodness of God. I know I did not do everything 
perfectly, yet you showed me grace, mercy, and patience.  This gift from you gave me room to grow.  Along 
with this wonderful congregation, I could not have asked for a better staff!  I am grateful I was fortunate to 
work along side them and learn how to better serve our church. Each of them go above and beyond what 
they have been asked to do simply because they truly love this church and all of you. They have been a great 
inspiration and example for me in ministry. Even though my time here was short, I’ve gained a lot experience 
and understanding from each of you which is such a rich blessing to me. And I pray I have been a blessing to 
you as well. 
 

 Change and transitions can be a very scary things. There is fear and anxiety when facing uncertainty. 
As I prepare for an appointment to a new church with a new congregation in an unfamiliar place, I’m feel 
unsure of the relationships I will have with my new congregants or what experiences I will have there.   Yet I 
am reminded of the promises God made to Joshua during a time of transition and change. After Moses 
passed away, Joshua was appointed as the new leader. God spoke directly to the fear and anxiety I’m sure 
Joshua was experiencing at that time.  “No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As 
I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you”.– Joshua 1:5 God assured Joshua 
that He will be with him and will succeed. God said “Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to 
act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go.” -Joshua 1:7  Sure enough, Joshua and 
the Israelites did all that was commanded by the Lord and they became mighty.  

Talks with Tae 
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 This very result for LSUMC and myself is my hope and prayer as well.  I pray LSUMC will strive to be a 
congregation that is strong, courageous, and always obedient to God’s commandment to love God and 
others so wherever I am, I will always hear a good report about LSUMC. I also pray I continue to strive to be a 
better minister who is strong, courageous, and always obedient to this same commandment, because I want  
you to always hear the good work God is doing through me.  
 

 As we experience this time of transition and change together, I pray each of us will be strong, 
courageous, and obedient to God’s plan. I hope you show the incoming ministers as much love and 
affirmation you have given me. And I hope they will be richly blessed during their appointment here, just as I 
have been. I don’t know what the future holds for all of us, but I do know God is in all things and with us 
always. Until we meet again friends… 
 
Blessings! 
 
Rev. Tae Park | Associate Pastor 

tae@lsumc.net | (803) 587-9726 

 
  

   

 

 Goodness is something I see all around me. In a world filled with fear, evil and divide, 

it is easy for some people to focus on the negative. Bad news sells, and that is so unfortunate. 

For me, I notice people holding doors for one another, hugging someone they haven’t seen in 

a while, and asking for prayers on behalf of others. These are just a few examples of goodness 

I witness every single day! 

 During the month of April, youth participated in a number of service projects. We 

used several scripture readings (see below) that reminded us that our good works don’t secure our salvation. 

We simply are not GOOD ENOUGH, but He is! Our faith in Jesus secures our place in eternity with Him, and 

our love for Him should cause us to react in positive ways. 

James 2:26 “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead.”  

Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

Matthew 5:16 “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

 I am proud of our church. We are so active in 

so many places and ministries, serving as the hands 

and feet of Jesus. May our good works be genuine 

reactions to HIS love for us and in us! 

God Bless, 

Mary Abbott | Director of Children and Youth 
mary@lsumc.net | (803) 518-7315 
 
 

Children & Youth Ministry 
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 “God is good all the time.” I’m sure almost everyone could complete that sentence 
when only the first part is spoken. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard this phrase 
spoken by Mrs. Maxine Hare, who was a dear saint from my home church back in 
Kannapolis, North Carolina. But honestly, how often do you really sit and contemplate just 
how good God has been? If you’re like me, you end up taking a lot of things for granted and 
never realize how much God has blessed you with His goodness. This has become very 
evident to me over the past several weeks from our Sunday morning worship services. We 
celebrated the resurrection, we had Children’s Sunday, Youth Sunday, and confirmation. All 

of these services were accompanied by wonderful music led by all ages and with fruitful messages from our 
ministers. God’s goodness surely has been overflowing here at Lyttleton Street the past month and I’m sure 
more is in store for us. 
 

 Speaking of goodness, I have very good news! I know many have been wondering when chancel choir 
is going to start back, and well, the time has finally come and I cannot express how excited I am! Being in 
front of a choir and going through the rehearsal process of preparing anthems is what I have missed the most 
over the past year. So, at 7pm on Wednesday, June 2nd we will hold our first rehearsal in more than a year. 
These rehearsals will go several weeks and we’ll rehearse several pieces in hopes of singing a few of them in 
worship over the summer. Rehearsals will be held in the sanctuary where social distancing can be observed, 
using the pews as seating. Those who wish to wear a mask can do so as well. This is a perfect opportunity for 
those who wish to try choral singing for the first time in a more laid-back atmosphere with no strict 
attendance policy. So come join us on June 2nd as we lift up our voices to sing of the goodness of God! 
 
Cameron Lambert | Music Director 
cglambertmusic@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 We want to welcome Paul Nichols to our LSUMC Staff as our new Sexton.  He is a 
lifelong resident of the Camden/Lugoff area. His background is in plumbing and golf 
course lawn maintenance. Paul is quickly learning his way around the LSUMC campus.  He 
joins us with a smile and a readiness to help. Please welcome him as a valued member of 
the LSUMC family. 
 

Cameron’s Corner 

Welcome to LSUMC! 

Rehearsals Begin Again! 

Wednesday, June 2nd @ 7pm. 

Contact Cameron with your questions. 

cglambertmusic@gmail.com | (803) 432-3191 
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 In 2003, Bobby and I moved to Louisville, Kentucky, with our two small children.  We 

didn’t know a single person in the state of Kentucky.  On our journey to find a church home, 

we visited many United Methodist churches throughout the area.  A new friend asked me 

what it means to be United Methodist.  I am embarrassed that I didn’t know how to answer 

her question.  When I asked her what it meant to be a member of her church, she proceeded 

to give me a list of political views that unite their congregation.  Not once did she mention 

God.   
 

 That conversation stuck with me for many reasons, mainly because I needed to know how to answer 
what it means to be a member of the United Methodist Church.  We ended up joining Christ Church United 
Methodist in Louisville, and many of its members became our adopted family.  Through their love of Christ, 
they made us feel welcome in a strange place.  Dr. George Strunk was the Senior Pastor. Although now 
retired, I continued to follow him through his writings online.  He penned this article in May of 2016, and it 
resonated with me, and I feel it’s especially relevant today.  I hope you find it thought-provoking. 
 

 From the very beginning, our Methodist movement had a “catholic” spirit that tried to say everyone 
was welcome. Sometimes this has been called the “middle way.” Consequently in the Methodist Church we 
have a really big tent that includes people who are progressive and people who are conservative and a whole 
lot of people who are somewhere in the middle. That doesn’t mean we are wishy-washy; it means that we 
claim a radical center, a place where you stand and say there is almost always truth on all sides of any issue 
or debate. 
 

 After listening to me preach, people will ask me this question, “George, I just can’t figure you out. Are 
you liberal or conservative?” And my answer is always the same, “Yes.” They respond with, “No, which are 
you? Are you liberal or conservative?” My response is, “Do I have to pick between those two?” Because I 
actually think those are both pretty good ideas. If you look up the dictionary definition of liberal it means 
“Generous, willing to share, open to reform, open to new ideas.” Who doesn’t want to be that? Liberal 
comes from the Latin word for freedom so there is usually an emphasis on individual rights and freedom. In 
the more common vernacular, it refers to people who have concern for social justice and concern for human 
rights. It sounds like good stuff to me.  On the other hand, when we talk about conservatives, it comes from 
the root word meaning to conserve or to preserve traditional values. These are things that are at the core; 
things that may not be in style anymore, but are still true and still important values that people want to hold 
on to. Values like being careful about how we spend our money and being responsible with assets that have 
been given us. Who doesn’t want to be like that? That’s a good thing too, isn’t it? 
 

 Methodists, at our best, are both. Sometimes we are liberal conservatives and sometimes we are 
conservative liberals. The point is we have traditionally claimed the “middle way” and out of Christian love 
we have always tried to listen to both sides. 
  

 You can see this in our movement in a lot of different ways. We are the church of the “both/and” not 
the “either/or.” We are a church that embraces both the evangelical Gospel and the social Gospel. The 
evangelical Gospel says there’s something in us that needs to be healed and repaired called sin and Christ 
came to be our Redeemer. And in our relationship with Christ, we find ourselves born anew and transformed 
by the work of the Holy Spirit becoming the people God wants us to be. But we also say our salvation is not 
just about simply getting into heaven-having this kind of narcissistic me-and-Jesus kind of faith. We believe 
that our relationship with Jesus changes us so that we also might be a part of God’s strategic plan to heal a 
broken world. We hold to both a social Gospel and evangelical Gospel. 

Continued... 
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 Moreover, we believe in grace and holiness. Grace says this: God is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love...as far as the East is from the West, so far shall the Lord remove our 
sins from us...Jesus Christ came to save sinners. Holiness says that God hopes we don’t stay in our broken 
and messed up lives, but instead that we are being transformed into Christ-likeness in both personal ways 
and in social holiness. I love that about the Methodist Church.  
 

 So, this big tent is a wonderful thing. But sometimes it also creates tension; the tension between 
those who lean far more conservative and those who lean far more liberal. Sometimes, when you are on the 
far ends of the spectrum, it becomes harder and harder to see the value of the person on the other side. 
Moving toward the center means to embrace the fact that you 
could be right and I could be wrong. In the last few years, the 
Methodist church has struggled with this very dynamic. The 
precipitating issue has been same gender relationship. It may 
continue to be a struggle to remain united, but I believe that 
we have a moral imperative to love each other and to pursue 
the unity that Jesus prayed for in His followers. This continues 
to be my prayer for the church that I love. I hope you will join 
me. 

 
 
 
 

   
 

Teaching Children About God’s Goodness 
 

“God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.”-Genesis 1:31 
 

 God created the world on the sixth day, He proclaimed it was very good. 

As we teach our children about the “goodness” of our God, we sometimes hear 

the question “Why can’t we see or hear God?” It is not an easy question to 

answer for children. We like to use nature and all the beautiful things God 

created for us to help them understand God’s goodness to all his children. A 

colorful sunset, a babbling stream, the wind blowing the trees are all examples 

of his love for us. When we see and hear the things God has made for us, it’s very much like hearing and 

seeing Him. 
 

 The apostle Paul also taught that “yet he has not left himself without a witness in doing good—

giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts with joy.”-Acts 

14:17 God uses nature to show us His goodness, giving rains from heaven and a fruitful season, satisfying 

your hearts with food and gladness. As adults we may need to be reminded of all that we have that is good in 

the world. Just look to the sky and know that He is intentional in every note of nature and surrounds us with 

reminders everyday.  We just need to stop and notice His great goodness! 

 

Kathi Hunter | LLP Director 
llp@lsumc.net | (803) 425-4874 
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LLP Sharing God’s “Lyttle” Lessons  

Lee Inabinet | Lay Leader 

leeleei@aol.com | (803) 673-4206 
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Birthdays 
 

1st Jack Brantley, Jeanette Williams, Laura Gunter 
 Carter Edens, Parks Carrington 
2nd Scott Neal, Tyke Redfearn, Andrew Wertz 
3rd   Robert Wertz, Charles Elliott, Jackson Hill 
4th Buddy Clark, Linda Forrester, Robbie Lackey 
6th Robbie Jenkins, David Sloan, Diane Fulcher, 
 Allie Byrd, Will Grumbach, Ann Douglas Downey 
7th Beth Latimer, Theodore Hudson 
8th Payton Truesdale, Wade Luther 
9th Marilyn Jenkins, Jackson Talbert 
10th Melissa Rowell, Bill Kaputa, Savannah Wilhite 
11th Paulo Graham, Hank Thompkins 
12th Rae King, Jean Broom 
13th Susan Best, Judy Smith 
14th  Sam Cheek, Paul Christenberry, Davis Green 
 Arlene Moore, Randy Twitty, Dick Foote 
 Johnnie Gates 
15th  Roddy Partin, Dawn Partin, Denver Hunter 
16th  Xan Henderson, Granger Rabon 
18th Linda Higgins, Raymond Dykes, Kate Moore, 
 Harris Younghans, Hank Kerfoot 
19th Frank Goodale, Clifton Cotton, Blaine Olney 
20th J. D. Green, Mary Margaret Reid, Elizabeth Slade 
22nd Julia DuBose, Pam Brandon, Rolf Pedersen 
23rd Pat Cain, Nick Baskin 
24th Duncan Watson 
25th  Adam Twitty, Margaret Mays, Cindy Robinson 
27th Barbara Clyburn, Liz Ranges, Sean Hanson 
28th Allison Ansley, Pat Pruett, Eddie Padgett 
 Sarah Daniels 
29th Sid Isler, Lynn Conto, Camille Sullivan, 
 Gregory Geisler, Katie Hough 
30th Joanne Poe, Hayden Talbert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anniversaries 

1st William & April Trapp 
2nd Matthew & Nikki Ingram, Bob & Lynn Ingram 
4th Jimmy & Julia Morton, Daniel & Jo Miller, 
 Walker & Elizabeth Canada 
5th Scott & Jennifer Wladischkin 
6th  Lauren & Jenn Burch 
9th Bud & Margaret Goodrich 
10th Tom & Debby Anderson 
11th Kevin & Rhonda Rhodes 
12th Robert & Annette Wertz 
13th Boyd & Cheryl Black 
14th Dan & Jackie Lovett 
16th Jimmy & Emily Kimpton 
17th Art & Isla Graham 
18th Jeffrey & Sara Graham, Ike & Amber Pitts 
19th Scott & Trudy Ranges 
21st Holmes & Julia DuBose 
22nd Dan & Ruth Thompson 
25th Eric & Lisa Palmer 
26th  Frank & Jo Griffith, Shannon & Tracy West 
27th John & Sandra Inabinet 
29th John & Arlene Moore, Ronnie & Betty Bradley 
 Ray & Roseanna Smith, Lowell & Alana Hall 
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Let’s Celebrate the June Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them and call, 

text , send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



TRUSTEES UPDATE 
 
The Trustees have been busy this year getting everything in working order in 
preparation for everyone coming back! 
 
• Installed moisture control barrier and dehumidifiers under the Sanctuary. 
• Installed real basement door – thanks Paul Sullivan! 
• Trimmed trees on campus 
• Replaced stolen catalytic converters on 3 buses. 

• Replaced wooden pews at Camp Lystra – thanks Shannon West! 
• Revamped janitorial system on campus. 
• Replaced rotten columns & painted doors on bus shed 
• Cleared out property behind scout hut / moved fencing – thanks Shannon West & Kevin Shaw! 
• Replaced phone system in the church office 
• Installed new carpeting in the FLC classrooms 
• Relined the church parking lot – thanks David Weaver! 
• Renovated bathroom and repainted interior of parsonage – thanks Karen Farmer! 
• Replaced 18-year-old HVAC unit in the Sanctuary 
• Replaced the Education Building roof 
• HVAC servicing on all units 
• Multiple other repair projects 

Lyttleton Street UMC 

1206 Lyttleton Street 
Camden, SC  29020 
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