
  
 
New Pastoral Staff at LSUMC 
 

 This month, we welcome a new Senior Pastor and Associate Pastor to the 
LSUMC church family.  As chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee, it’s my 
pleasure to share a bit of background information about our new ministers. 
 Our new Senior Pastor is Bishop Gary Rivas who comes to us from First 

United Methodist Church in Myrtle Beach.  Gary is a 
native South African and holds a Masters Degree from 
the University of Pretoria.  He has twenty-seven years of 
ministerial experience and prior to moving to the United 
States served as Bishop of the Central District of the 
UMC in South Africa.  
 

 Gary is married and his wife, Jacqui, is also a 
United Methodist minister and she will be joining us in 
January of next year upon the expiration of her current 
appointment.  Gary and Jacqui have two young adult 

children, Rebekah and Daniel, both of whom are pursuing ministerial 
careers.  Gary enjoys biking, motor-biking and is an avid golfer. 

 

 Not to be confused with the actor and Hollywood 
celebrity, our new Associate Pastor is Will Smith.  Will is a 
Lugoff native and comes to us after recently graduating with 
a Master of Divinity from Duke University.  His home church 
is St. John’s UMC where he has twice served as interim 
youth director.  Will holds an undergraduate degree from 
Missouri Valley College, is single and is excited to begin his 
first appointment in the South Carolina Conference. 
 

 Please join me in extending a warm welcome to Gary 
and Will as they begin their service at LSUMC.  We look 

forward to their leadership and ask God’s continued blessings on them and our 
congregation as we move forward as modern day disciples of Christ.   
  

 Sincerely, 
  

 Missy Ferguson-Peebles | SPRC Chair 
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Kindness from the beginning: 
 

 This month’s article is supposed to be about kindness, and I am sure I will always need 
reminders of the importance of being kind to others. In a world of rushing and doing it is easy 
to forget people and to look outside yourself, and so we forget to be kind. I know I need this 
reminder, but that is not what I will talk about today. I think our real foundation for kindness 
is not always clear. Yes, as Christians we know that we should be kind, but do we think of God 

as kind? We read about Jesus healing people and that seems kind, but then we say WAIT! What about the 
Old Testament? There were judgments, and there was death! We miss the very foundations of kindness. This 
weakens our relationship with God and our relationships with others. If you have watched the Facebook 
Bible study lately on Friday nights, you know that there has been a weeks-long discussion on the character of 
God. We have taken most of our material from what God says about himself. Here is one of those verses. 
 

 The Lord passed before him, and proclaimed, 
  “The Lord, the Lord, 
  a God merciful and gracious, 
  slow to anger,  
  and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness”-Exodus 34:6 
 

 The word that is translated here “steadfast love” is the Hebrew word for kindness, sometimes also 

translated as loving-kindness. It means that God loves us no matter what and shows kindness to us even 

when we don’t deserve it. If you aren’t sure if this is really the case just notice that God is saying this as he 

explains that he will show mercy on the people of Israel even though they have just build the golden calf! 

That doesn’t mean there is no justice or consequences for their wrong actions, but God loves his people and 

wants what is best for them. No wonder the Psalmist says, 

 

 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

      and he saved them from their distress; 
 

 he brought them out of darkness and gloom, 

      and broke their bonds asunder. 
 

 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 

      for is wonderful works to humankind. 
 

 For he shatters the doors of bronze, 

      and cuts in two the bars of iron. 

 -Psalm 107: 13-16 

 

 That steadfast love, that loving-kindness is there and he will help us in our time of need even when 

we have brought it on ourselves. Read the whole thing and you will realized that this is a Psalm about people 

who rebelled against God and got themselves into trouble and he rescued them. The character of God is to 

be kind to us even when we don’t deserve it. 

 

                     Continued next page... 
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 So, what can we learn for our lives today? First of all, prayerful Christians should spend more time in 

the Psalms, learning to pray the prayers handed down to God’s people. It will help us praise God better and 

remind us who we are coming to when we ask for help. Secondly, as we pray, we should remember that we 

serve a God who is kind and wants to bless us even when we don’t deserve it. Finally, as we interact with 

other people we should remember that we serve a God who is kind and wants to bless others even when 

they don’t deserve it. Do we pray that God will be kind to us and those we love and then refuse the same 

treatment to those who annoy us at work or delay us in line at the grocery store? Let us live and pray in the 

light of God’s loving-kindness. 
 

Your Partner in Prayer, 
 

Katianne Rickwood 
  
  

  

 CH__CH 
 What’s missing? 
 UR (you are)...and you are missed! 
 

 “There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one 
body. It is the same with Christ. We were all baptized by one Holy Spirit. And so we are 
formed into one body. It didn’t matter whether we were Jews or Gentiles, slaves or free 
people. We were all given the same Spirit to drink. So the body is not made up of just one 

part. It has many parts…. You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it.”  
             -1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 
 

 This passage reminds us that we are ONE body in Christ, and it takes all of us working together to 
make everything work the way God intends. Each of us plays an important role in our church, and with our 
spiritual gifts, talents and experiences, we can each offer something that others cannot. 
 

 As we transition back to worshipping in ways that look and feel more familiar, remember that YOU 
are missed and NEEDED. You have something special to offer this body of Christ. A lot of us have become 
comfortable worshipping at home, and the capability to do that during a pandemic has been a wonderful 
opportunity, but we need to keep in mind that the Bible tells us it is important to worship God in the 
presence of other believers (Acts 2:42; 46). We need the gifts and talents others can offer. A lot of the 
ministries of our church are thriving, but they are designed to complement worship, not to stand alone. 
 

 In a recent Bible study with dear friends, we read Judges 2:10-12a ~ “After that generation died, 
another generation grew up who did not acknowledge the Lord or remember the mighty things he had 
done for Israel.” The author stressed that “in one generation, God’s people abandoned their love for Him 
and grew to be disobedient to the standards set in place by God through Moses.” (Fierce by Jennifer Cowart) 
This passage terrifies me because I realize how quickly the church can and will die if we aren’t committed, 
and if we aren’t prioritizing worship. We will always need “leaders in training” much like God did with Moses 
and Joshua. 
  

 My newsletter article is an invitation to return as soon as you can, so that we can all work together to 
build a stronger body of believers here at Lyttleton Street. You are loved, valued, and NEEDED.  
  

 God Bless, 

Mary Abbott | Director of Children and Youth 
mary@lsumc.net | (803) 518-7315 

Children & Youth Ministry 
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 “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

has forgiven you.” This verse from Ephesians 4 states plainly how we should live our lives as 

Christian brothers and sisters. This is how Jesus lived his life and ministry; forgiving those 

who humbly came before him. So why is it so hard for us to do the same in certain 

situations? If you’re like me we sometimes struggle with being kind, tenderhearted, and 

forgiving to those who may have done us wrong or simply made a mistake. Personally, in my life I’ve been so 

blest by those who have exhibited kindness and forgiveness to me when the tables were turned. This is 

exactly what I think about when I’m faced with someone apologizing and seeking forgiveness for something 

they may have done that caused hurt feelings. I know if I were in their shoes I would want to be forgiven and 

granted a second chance. God, through his son Jesus Christ has displayed kindness on a level that is 

unmeasurable by not only granting us second chances, but granting us an infinite number of chances! We 

should strive to live by Christ’s example. I’ll close with something that first came to mind when kindness was 

selected as the theme for this month’s newsletter. It’s the first verse of the song “Mighty to Save” which 

states… 

 

“Everyone needs compassion, a love that’s never failing. 

Let mercy fall on me. 

Everyone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Savior. 

The hope of nations.” 

Cameron Lambert | Music Director 
cglambertmusic@gmail.com  
 

 
Come and hear the 208th Wild Cat Jazz Combo from the 

208th Army Band on  
Sunday, August 8th at 6:00pm 

 
 This will be a great time of fellowship with your 

church family and community. Please spread the word 

to your family, friends, and enemies. Be sure to bring 

your lawn chair as this is an outside event.  

 The Youth will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, 

french fries, baked beans, dessert, and drinks for a 

donation to Youth Missions. 

 

Cameron’s Corner 
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 Oftentimes we think an act of kindness must be elaborate or something 

worthy of posting on Social Media.  Acts of kindness, in fact are actions of 

compassion toward another person with no thought of recognition, mention, or 

praise for self.  Kindness is truly about OTHERS.  Some age appropriate ideas are 

offered below. Use these as a springboard to open your mind to creative 

expressions that are uniquely you. 

 

Summer Kind Acts for: 

Preschoolers-Say something nice to someone. Give a flower to someone. Share with someone. Feed the 

birds. Smile! 

Kids-Make someone else’s bed. Fill neighborhood sidewalks with encouraging chalk messages/pictures. 

Return someone’s cart to the store. Give a compliment. Smile! 

Teens-Walk a neighbor’s dog. Offer to help an elderly neighbor with yard work (for free). Leave positive 

notes on friends’ cars.  Smile! 

Adults-Hang and tend to bird feeders around your neighborhood. Visit a nursing home or a shut-in. Speak 

to others while walking.  Pay for ice cream for the family behind you. Smile! 

 

 The most effective form of kindness is your smile! By sharing a smile during your day you might 

brighten someone’s day and lighten the load for another along the way. Acts of kindness are sure to make 

your summer even more special for others, for yourself, and family!   
                              visit inspirekindness.org for more information 

 
  

 
 We want to welcome  

Joey Williams to our LSUMC Staff 

as our new Media Specialist. Joey is 

a 2011 graduate of the University of 

South Carolina (Columbia). He holds 

BA degrees in Media Arts and 

History. Joey was raised in Orangeburg, SC and grew up 

surrounded by music and audio/visual technology in his 

granddad’s music store, aptly named Williams Music.  

He prizes his only son, Jacky Thomas Williams (2) and 

enjoys movies, books, music, sports, and spending time 

with family in his spare time. Joey currently resides in 

Orangeburg. Please welcome him as a valued member 

of the LSUMC family. 
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 In this issue, we want to share a fun nutritious frosty treat that you can make 
and share with neighbors. 
 
Patriotic Smoothie Popsicles 
By Kelly Jones MS, RD, CSSD, LDN 
www.kellyjonesnutrition.com 
 
These creamy smoothie popsicles can be made with our without dairy and are the 
perfect way to cool off on a hot summer day! Frozen raspberries make a great 
substitution for strawberries. Try swapping in mango, pineapple, peaches, or virtually 
any type of fruit when your celebration doesn’t call for red, white, and blue. The 
frozen fruit adds a good source of fiber, and that, plus protein from the yogurt, 
makes these smoothie pops more filling than your average popsicle. 
 
Makes 6 popsicles, depending on the size of the molds used. 

 
Ingredients  
• 1 medium frozen banana 
• 5 ounces plain dairy or cashew yogurt 
• 1/2 tsp vanilla extract 
• 1/3 cup frozen wild blueberries 
• 1/2 cup frozen strawberries 
• 5 ounces strawberry dairy or cashew yogurt 
 
Instructions 
 Pulse the banana, plain yogurt, and vanilla extract in a blender until smooth. 
 Pour equal amounts into 3-4 ounce popsicle molds. 
 Add 1/2 to 1 Tbsp blueberries into each mold, and stir around with a small spoon, straw or popsicle stick. 
 Place molds in freezer for 20 minutes. 
 While the first half is in the freezer, rinse the blender before adding the strawberries and strawberry 

yogurt, and pulsing until smooth. 
 Remove the popsicles molds from the freezer and top with the strawberry mixture. 
 Add popsicle stick or mold handle into the top. 
 Place in freezer for at least 5 hours before serving. 
 
Enjoy family time creating these tasty treats 
and share with friends and neighbors.  Or 
make a batch and share with local first 
responders. Nothing says kindness better 
than a cool treat on a hot South Carolina 
Summer day! 
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Birthdays 
 

1st Vello Forrester, Jac Carrington, Dru Edgerton 
2nd Cheryl Black, Marty Best, Andrew Rhodes,  
 Beth Olney 
3rd   Thomas Traywick, Doddie Trapp,  
 Hannah Ranson, Rebecca Edens 
4th Caroline Blair, Christian McDonnough 
5th Miriam Holmes, Ray Smith, Jolly Pitts 
6th Lis Thogersen, Kathy Smith, Gregg Riley 
7th Michael Wagner, Jack Rushing, Dottie Kimpton 
8th Robert Lee, Jack Ryan 
9th Mary Lostetter, Elizabeth Crocker, Cammy 
 Thompson, Terri Hanson 
10th Melissa Kearse, John Long 
11th Brian Wilson, Matthew Ingram, Courtney Talbert 
12th Linda Goodale, Anne Hutchins, Brady White 
13th John Thompson, Patrick Daniels, Rye Boyles 
14th  Barbara Elliott, Beth Watson, Kristy Thomas,  
 Craig Cochran 
15th  David Partin, Jamie Sellers 
16th  Lee Ogburn 
17th Jackie Lovett, Harper Gates 
18th Susanne Smith, Max Bonek, Tricia Noland,  
 Clara Williams, Parker Robinson, Jase Shannon 
19th Sammy Small, Susan Grumbach, Shannon  
 Thomas, Tom Hunter, Barbara Wilkes, Tanner  
 Willson, Marilyn Sims 
20th John Cheek, Jan Posey, Marilyn Schroder, 
 Chance Sheorn, Henry Cochran 
21st Jimmy Morton, Michael Holland, Kobe Little, 
 Chad Farmer 
22nd  Ashley Cantey, Courtney Dickey, Joel Peacock 
 Susan Elliott 
23rd Pam Wilson, Janet Calkins 
24th Jimmy Rhame, Elaine Streett, Blair Gunter 
25th  Claire Brewer, Joel Long 
26th Salome White, Caroline Rowell, Tracy West,  
 Amy Pope, Chloe Horton, Lisa Sandel 
27th Sandy Fitts, Andrew Pope, Katherine Dickerson, 
 Camden Dickerson 
28th Jo Miller, Bryan Catoe, Doug Kirkland 
29th Josey Dean 
30th Tal Horton, Bishop Bullock, Nancy Ewald 
31st  Haley Ranson 
 
 
 

 

Anniversaries 

2nd Stephen & Marme Dodson 
5th Tony & Martha Boykin,  
 Alex & Carol Henderson 
 Randy & Lisa Twitty 
9th Ardell & Mary Young 

10th Michael & Betsy Horton 
12th Philip & Rebecca Double, 
 Daniel & Kayla Beckham 
14th Dan & Emily Skufca,  
 Matt & Lauren Downey 
15th Kris & Susan Elliott 
16th Stewart & April Kidd,  
 E. J. & Jonellen Edgerton 
17th Jay & Jennifer Stegner 
20th B. J. & Jennifer Haunert 
23rd Dick & Pearl Foote 
24th Ben & Margaret Stegner 
26th  Bill & Joyce Kaputa 
28th E. J. & Carolyn Ham,   
 Sammy & Marge Small 
29th Rusty & Jean Davis,   
 Hank & Mary Ellen Green 
30th Scott & Wendy Ziemke 
31st Brian & Brittany Knapko,  
 Dusty & Beth Olney 
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Let’s Celebrate the July Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them and call, 

text , send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 

“A little spark of KINDNESS can put 

a colossal burst of SUNSHINE into 

someone’s life.” -inspirekindness.com 



  
 Our 2021 VBS program, Knights of the North Castle is scheduled to take place July 
20-22 from 9am-12noon. Children (3k-5th grades) of church families and those already 
participating in Wonderful Wednesday are invited to participate. The cost is $15/child. 
Children are encouraged to register as soon as possible. Please 
visit 2020.cokesburyvbs.com/lyttletonstumc to register your child(ren). The last day to 
register is Tuesday, July 13th. 
  

 We also need volunteers!  Please email Mary Abbott mary@lsumc.net to let her 
know of your interest.  We hope to see your children there on this Quest for the King's 
Armor!   

“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on 
that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten 

the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15 As 
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of 
peace. 16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to 

quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. ”-Ephesians 6:13-17   

Lyttleton Street UMC 

1206 Lyttleton Street 
Camden, SC  29020 

 

lsumc.net 
Phone: (803) 432-3191 

Fax: (803) 888-4099 
E-mail: church@lsumc.net 

 

Mary Abbott 
Director of Children & Youth 

mary@lsumc.net  
 

Kathi Hunter 
LLP Director 

llp@lsumc.net 
LLP (803) 425-4874 

 

Anita Crowley  
Office Manager 

anita@lsumc.net 
 

 

Christa DeMare 
Admin. Assistant 

christa@lsumc.net 
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