
  

 

 The Christmas season reminds of the 
importance of faith. So many characters in the 
Christmas story display amazing acts of faith. Mary 
and Martha receiving the words of the angel, The 
shepherds making the pilgrimage to Bethlehem, the 
wise men, Joseph, choosing faith over fear.  
 

 I know that every day we are faced with moments in which we are called to 
choose faith. Having faith sits at the core of our relationship with God. Having faith 
in His promises, having faith in His Word, having faith in His forgiveness, having 
Faith in His grace. We engage in faith from the very moment we give our lives over 
to Christ, believing that His death and resurrection is enough to set us on a path of 
freedom and the gift to live life in all its fullness. Have faith, keep the faith and live 
lives of faith every day.  
    

Yours faithfully,  
 

Gary   
glrivas@umcsc.org 
 

     
   

 With the new year many of us have a new 
year’s resolution. Many of us will begin this 2022 
with plans to lose weight, to save money, to become 
debt free. When you make these resolutions, you 
make them with faith that you will see them to 
fulfillment. Some of you have great faith and stick to 
the plan, others like myself, have very little faith in 

keeping a new year’s resolution.  
 Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley says that our new year’s resolutions fail 

because we do not have discipline to plan and carry forth what we resolve to do. 

Rev. Dr. Wesley suggest that we take three months to plan and discern our new 

year’s resolution. While many of us would have to go back in time to do this, I 

encourage each of you to take time to discern what it is God would have your new 

year’s resolution be.  
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     Continued 
   

 With the new year many of us have a new year’s resolution. Many of us will begin this 2022 with 

plans to lose weight, to save money, to become debt free. When you make these resolutions, you make 

them with faith that you will see them to fulfillment. Some of you have great faith and stick to the plan, 

others like myself, have very little faith in keeping a new year’s resolution.  
 

 Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley says that our new year’s resolutions fail because we do not have 

discipline to plan and carry forth what we resolve to do. Rev. Dr. Wesley suggest that we take three months 

to plan and discern our new year’s resolution. While many of us would have to go back in time to do this, I 

encourage each of you to take time to discern what it is God would have your new year’s resolution be.  
 

 Sit with what you might have your resolution be. Begin to pray over what it is you want to do in the 

new year. Allow God to help you discern what it is God wants you to do. After you have had discipline to sit 

and discern, you must have discipline to follow through. As disciples of Christ, we are called to have 

discipline. With discipline we find the faith we need to follow through.  
 

 Therefore, this year, rather than having faith in myself, I have faith in God. Over these next three 

months I plan to be in discerning prayer over what my new year’s resolution will be. When I have discerned 

what God’s will is, I will continue with discipline to have faith and follow through. I invite each of you to join 

me in this faith journey. 
 

May we all have Christ like faith in this new year. 
 

In Christ’s love, 
 

William Smith | Associate Pastor 
jwsmith@umcsc.org 
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Come Back Year for Lyttleton Street United Methodist Women (UMW) 
 The UMW Officers would like to thank their members and the church members 

for helping to make this a successful mission year.  We would like to recap our 

participation in missions for the 2021 year. 
 

 Local missions started with our very own church. UMW gave to the youth through 

the Senior High Recognition and to Lyttleton Learning Place. Our Bake Sale proceeds 

enabled us to donate to Food for the Soul and the Family Resource Center.  
 

 Christmas gifts were collected in December from UMW members and our church members for patient 

distribution at the SC Mental Health Association. 
 

 The pledge monies collected from UMW members has gone to missions in South Carolina, across the 

USA and around the world. The SC missions are: Wallace Family Life Center in Wallace, SC; Bethlehem 

Centers in Columbia and Spartanburg; Killingsworth Home in Columbia; and Epworth Children’s Home in 

Columbia.  Since we were able to fulfill our obligations to the above missions, our unit received the 5 Star 

Award. 
 

 The Nettles/Rast Circle selected a project to share in 2021. They filled 20 shoe boxes with required 

items to be sent to Samaritan’s Purse Charity-Franklin Graham.  
 

 The UMW sponsored a church-wide Fill-A-Bucket drive 

in November.  Special groups and individuals worked together 

to fill 22 flood buckets that were transported to Columbia to be 

used as needed. 
 

 In October, the UMW 

joyfully participated in the Trunk 

or Treat festivities hosted by our 

church for the LSUMC children 

and community.  It was such a 

fun occasion for children and 

adults at our church.  Our unit 

also hosted a virtual State Annual UMW meeting where our Organist, Ike Pitts, 

submitted music through a video and Pastor Gary gave the opening prayer and 

greeting. We want to thank them again for their contribution. 
 

 In conclusion, the LSUMC United Methodist Women are blessed to be a 

part of this church.  We thank all the persons who helped our unit achieve our goals. It takes many dedicated 

UMW and church members to make this program successful. If you are interested in joining us, we are 

always looking for new members, please call me at 803-432-9730 or Carol Lee at 803-804-3311. 
 

Harriett Thomas 

UMW Outreach & Communications 
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 I always want to take a huge sigh of relief after the holidays, thinking 
that things will slow down.  Then, I remember that January is typically 
extremely busy for our youth.  We have several exciting things happening:  the 
2022 SCMYP Basketball Tournament, Revolution & a middle school ski trip! 
 

 Speaking of basketball!  Our church is hosting the 2022 tournament, 
scheduled for January 7-9, and I need help! I’m looking for volunteers to help 

with the scoreboard, selling tickets, and more!  Please contact me by email, mary@lsumc.net or by calling 
the church office!  
 

 We will have ONE service on Sunday, January 9th at 10:00 in the GYM with no Sunday school that 
morning.  All of the players and coaches from participating teams will worship with us and it will be an 
exciting morning!   
 

Thank you for all of your love and support.  
 

Mary Abbott |Director of Children and Youth 
mary@lsumc.net  | (803) 518-7315 

 
  

 As we move into a new year, with that comes the ever so popular and for the 

most part ridiculous thing called a “New Year’s resolution.” Let’s face it, we’ve all made 

them and have generally all failed at them. We say to ourselves, “I’m going to lose 

weight” or “I’m going to start a new hobby.” In no time we are right back to eating 

Burger King and sitting on the couch watching television or Netflix…or is that just me? 

I’ve read that the average resolution only lasts for about two weeks. Now, I’m not 

knocking the idea of making a change for the new year, but why not have a vision 

instead? 

 To have a vision is not simply a promise to yourself like a resolution is. A vision is the ability to close 

your eyes and imagine a future that not yet exists. A vision is something we aspire to become true and can 

become a guiding light for your life, or in our case our church. I feel that our church indeed has a vision for 

next year. With the wonderful staff, group of leaders, and the exciting programs we have planned, next year 

is indeed going to be the year that Lyttleton Street makes a huge impact upon Camden and the surrounding 

community. If you’re like me this can be nerve-racking sometimes, but we need to remember that God is 

with us and has a plan for us. God states, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” - Jeremiah 29:11.  Let’s take this 

reassurance from God and have the vision to make positive that impact upon our community. 

“Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart!” 

Cameron’s Corner 

Cameron Lambert | Music Director 
cglambertmusic@gmail.com  
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 When we pray, what do we assume about the character of God?  We are 

preparing for a series on First John that will be airing soon on "Reading the Bible 

Together" and I ran across these verses in 1 John 2 that made me realize that we don't 

think about how God desires to relate to us. 
  

 1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and he 

is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
  

 Jesus is our advocate and God sent him to advocate for us!  God wants us to reach out to him.  When 

we desire to know him, we are acting on a desire that he planted within us.   

What does this mean when we pray?  We are not trying to catch the attention of a distracted parent or 

manager.  We are not trying to convince an angry boss of our worthiness.  We are working alongside God on 

his mission to establish his kingdom.   We are asking him to do the things that he already wants us to do and 

listening for God to tell us how he wants us to be involved.  If we pray that way, won't it change how we view 

God, each other and the world?   

________ 

Announcement:  Bible Explorers will be starting a new series on the Psalms and how they relate to Jesus and 

the New Testament.  Some people find the book of Psalms Scary, but Jesus and his followers quoted them all 

the time.  Join us to explore the ways the Psalms pull together the Old and New Testament and help us 

develop a language of prayer.  
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Your Partner in Prayer, 
 

Katianne Rickwood  

Prayer Points 
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Birthdays 
 

3rd Jay West III, J. C. Hough, Layton Small,  
 Robert Jenkins III, Kathy Stitt 
4th Nancy Cheek, Bruce Cross 
5th Trudy Ranges 
6th Margaret Marshall, Sandra Reeves 
7th Heather Silleman, Alexus Gato, Jimmy Kimpton 
 William Henderson 
8th Betty Holland, Betty Myers, Shannon West, 
 William Mohr, Desi Edwards 
9th Kathy Beckham, Cassie Wehunt, Cash Canada, 
 Kevin Collins, Bradley Horton, Dusty Olney 
10th Betsy Horton 
11th Rick Boyles, Emily Martin 
12th Marge Small, Molly Hough 
13th William Trapp, Pat Partin, Rich Abbott,  
 Peyton Shaw, Heather McDonnough,  
 Nikki Ingram 
14th Kevin Rhodes, Leah McDonnough, Ashley Culp 
15th Marietta Gordon, Nikki Horner, Maya Fentress 
16th Thom McLeod, Meg Matthews,  
 Vernette Williams, Sara Claire Reid 
17th Kay Edwards, Garnet Robinson, Philip Double 
18th Jane Weaver 
19th  Amy Christenberry 
20th Betsy Greenway, Phyllis Higgenbotham,  
 Camden Kimpton 
22nd Thomas Trapp, Jody Lackey, Pierce Shaw,  
 Debbie Riley 
23rd Dean Jordan, Lisa Weaver, Katie Skufca, 
 Katherine Ogburn 
24th Kim Younghans, William Horton, Zoe Thomas 
25th Miteva Hard, Jonathan Higgins, Jill Ferrell 
 Renne Jordan, Charles Marple 
26th Molly Cobb, Dixie Gilbert, Mary Ann McGann 
27th John Crocker, Karen Jacobs, Bud Goodrich 
28th Kim Hudson, Tom Rainwater, Ed Garrison,  
 Renee Thompson, Jim Brandon 
29th Mark Palmer, Susan Baskin, Hugh Clyburn, 
 Hunger Renninger 
30th Jake Broom, Carolyn Morris, Merryrose Radford, 
 Debbie Heming 
31st Douglas Herlong, Courtney Glover, Jeff Jordan, 
 Elias Altieri, Celeste Sullivan, Maci Kimpton 
 
 

Anniversaries 

1st Jimmy & Andrea Hutto 
2nd Maury & Mary Kate West, 
 Robbie & Jody Lackey 
4th Gil & Tricia Holmes 
11th Vel & Linda Forrester 
22nd Bryan & Emily Catoe, 
 Gregg & Debbie Riley 
23rd Crawford & Frances Morris 
24th Jim & Janice Hayes 
25th Thomas & Doddie Trapp 
28th Dan & Lynn Matthews 
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Let’s Celebrate the January Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them and 

call, text , send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



  
  

 

Faith is a beautiful thing. 
 

But faith can also be scary. 
 

Faith in God’s Plan is easier when things are working out, and harder when they are not. 
 

It is easy for me to be faithful when things are going my way. “Look at all that God is 
doing for me!” I might say. I may even brag on God and all he’s doing in my life. 
 

When things are tough, and I don’t understand the trials I’m experiencing, it is all too easy to lose faith and 
question God. Much like giving of my time and talents, it is easy to give to those I love. When I have much, it 
is easy to be faithful. 
 

God does not want me only to be faithful when circumstances are good. He wants me to be faithful at all 
times, and especially when I am experiencing the most difficult parts of life. James 1:2-3 says “Consider it 
pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.” NIV 
 

As with many spiritual disciplines, this is easier said than done. But one of the keys, I think, is to constantly 
remind myself that all that is good in my life comes from God. None of it is of my own doing. Therefore, I 
should give all praise and glory to God for the good things in my life. When I become more disciplined, I’m 
able to thank him for the hard times, too! God uses difficulties to shape me into a better person and steward 
of all that is entrusted to me. 
 

With all of the difficulty that He has brought me through, it’s hard for me to admit that I sometimes lack 
faith. How could I ever forget? Yet again, I must thank God for His grace. Help me to remember Father, that 
you are faithful always; that “your love never fails, never gives up, and never runs out on me.” 
 

Joey T. Williams | Media Coordinator 

joeywilliamsmedia@gmail.com 
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