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Foy Campbell Thompson 

 
November 11, 1929 – October 19, 2022 

 
 
 



Memorial Service Order of Worship 
Bishop Gary Rivas, officiant 

 
Prelude Sweet By and By  
 Ike Pitts, organ & Diane Fulcher, flute  
 
*Chiming of the Trinity 
 
*Processional Hymn 707 Hymn of Promise PROMISE 
 
Words of Grace & Greeting  Bishop Gary Rivas 

 
Prayer 
 
Scripture Readings  Liz Ranges (granddaughter) 
 (These scriptures are words given to Dad at mother’s death to help direct our lives.) 
 Isaiah 40:28-31 
 James 1:5 
 
Anthem On Eagles Wings Michael Joncas 
 Chancel choir 
  
Reflections  Bill Rigsby (former student) 
  Nicholas Ranges (grandson) 
  Chuck Swenson (best friend’s son) 
  Eli Ballard (former wrestler) 
 
Scripture Readings Psalms 34:9 Olivia Hager (granddaughter) 
 1 Corinthians 1:7-8 Jonathan Morris (grandson) 
 
Poem “Journey’s End” by Rick Jones Debbie Elmore (daughter) 
 
Words of Home & Assurance  Bishop Gary Rivas 
 
Prayer 
 
*Recessional Hymn 159 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 
 
Postlude For All the Saints SINE NOMINE  
 

*All who are able please stand. 



Foy Campbell Thompson, 92, passed away on Wednesday, October 19 in Columbia, SC surrounded 
by family. Born in Charlotte, NC on November 11, 1929, he was the son of the late James Oren and 
Grace Campbell Thompson. He was first married to the late Trudy Griffin Thompson. He 
“graduated” from Camden High School in the winter of 1949 when Pop Smalls sent him to Auburn 
University to join spring football practice so he would be ready to start playing in the fall. His 
demeanor and work ethic gained him the respect of his fellow players as he became the captain of 
the freshman squad and later co-captain of the Auburn team. It was at Auburn where he met his 
first wife and earned his bachelor’s degree in education. After graduating from Auburn, he served in 
the Air Force for two years as an MP, then came back to Auburn to get his masters in educational 
leadership.  
 

Dad believed that all could learn and excel when given the opportunity and guidance. He always 
started with what they knew and built from there to develop and fortify a positive attitude. He 
demonstrated this in all aspects of his life. When living in Puerto Rico, he was a P.E. teacher, athletic 
director, and coach at Ramey High School on Ramey Air Force Base. Dad, as athletic director, 
realized that there were many phenomenal athletes that had minimal sports to participate in, 
outside of intramural sports, so he started football and wrestling. During the years that Dad was 
head coach, the team accumulated a 31-1 record, winning many island championships. The football 
players (1962-1965) thought so highly of Dad that they created a book as a tribute to him. Two of 
the quotes from the book about Dad: "Now Coach ... was a refined gentleman of class, honor, wit, 
insight, and a whole host of other amazing attributes ... he was much, much more. He was 
demanding, focused, inspirational, and, yes, a tough taskmaster. Yet through it all he always 
maintained balance, and that little twinkle in his eyes told you ‘Son, you can do this, I KNOW YOU 
CAN.' And we ALL DID...’”. Another quote reflects his character when JFK was assassinated. As 
written by one of his players: “When I saw this extraordinary man, who could have whipped Cassius 
Clay anywhere, anytime, this man of heart and guts, this mentor and father, standing with tears on 
his face and telling his kids that he would 'rather forfeit every football game he ever played or 
coached' than to 'display such a manifestation of 'disrespect' as playing on that night would involve, 
my world changed forever." Mike Northington As another said '' You were and are like a second 
father and now that we are fathers and grandfathers, you are now our special friend.” When he 
moved back "home" he immediately became involved in the community. His first year in Camden as 
a P.E. teacher and coach at Camden Junior High School he started the first wrestling team. Later on, 
in years Dad established a wrestling scholarship honoring Eli Ballard, a veteran who chose to serve 
students as an ROTC officer in his community. Dad continued to contribute to the wrestling 
scholarship as well as one other each year as a member of the Camden Bulldog Club.  
 

After becoming the principal at Camden Primary School, the school became the first in Kershaw 
County to win Palmetto's Finest Award (1980-1981). He implemented many innovative programs in 
the school to assure that all students were successful and garnered a love for learning. His teachers 
loved and respected him because he loved and respected them. He was also the first elementary  
principal in Kershaw County to become the president of the South Carolina Elementary Principals 
Association, which was a huge honor bestowed on him by his fellow principals.  



When he retired, he took time to volunteer throughout the community. Even though he was an 
integral part of Lyttleton Street United Methodist Church before he retired, he became more 
involved as chairman of various committees, an usher, an adult Sunday school teacher, and an adult 
leader for Salkehatchie and W.A.R.M. His favorite was teaching the youth how to use various tools 
when repairing homes. Even after he could no longer participate in the mission projects, he would 
monitor the showers at Camden High School to make sure each child had a warm shower before 
going to bed. In 1995 Dad was honored to receive the United Way of Kershaw County JAKE F 
WATSON AWARD for exemplary volunteer service.  
 

Another thing he started and truly excelled in and loved after retirement was carving. His name was 
Anglewood Carver. He learned his initial skills from E.J. Ham, but being an artist, he was able to 
hone his skills and carve many beautiful birds. The most awesome bird he carved was the life-size 
golden eagle. Dad carved it for the 100th Anniversary of football at Auburn University as a memorial 
to Auburn football players who lost their lives in wars over the past 100+ years. It is housed in the 
Lovelace Athletics Museum in the stadium at Auburn. Before he carved it he had to present a 
prototype to the Auburn Football Letterman Club for approval. At this time the half-size prototype 
is housed in the Auburn Football Lettermen Club, of which he is a founding member. Dad was also 
involved in American Legion, Salvation Army, Habitat for Humanity, and Gideons where he served in 
different capacities through the years. 
 

Most importantly he loved, cared for, and mentored his family. Helping family and sharing his skills 
and knowledge was such a part of who he was. We know what he has taught family and others will 
continue to be exemplified through others throughout this community and beyond. Dad gave his 
life to Christ many years ago serving Him faithfully each and every day. We are honored and blessed 
to be his legacy. He has made us who we are because of the way he led his life. 
 

Foy is survived by his wife, Jean McLain Fowler, daughters Debbie Morris Elmore (Kevin), Trudy 
Thompson Ranges (Scott), Kathy Thompson Bishop (David); son Cam Thompson (Pam); stepsons 
Sammy Fowler (Elaine), Randy Fowler; grandchildren, Jonathan Morris, Griffin Morris (Kala), 
Elizabeth Ranges, Nicholas Ranges, Olivia Hager (Eric), and Mac Smith; step-grandchildren Jason 
Fowler (Lauren), Ross Fowler (Lauren), Rachel Fowler, Harrison Fowler; great-grandchildren, Blaine 
Morris, Kate Morris, J. Griffin Morris, Remington Foy Hager, and Campbell Rae Hager. 
 

Other than his parents and first wife, Foy was predeceased by five sisters, four brothers and one 
great-granddaughter. 
 


