
 

  
  To the church in Corinth, Paul wrote that he had made 
himself a slave to all to win more. For him this meant he was a Jew to 
the Jews, a gentile to the gentiles, a Roman to the Romans, and weak 
for the weak. Paul said,  
 

“To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have 
become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23 I do it all 

for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.”   
1 Corinthians 9:22-23 

 

 In the midst of COVID-19, fear and political unrest, as a church we must 
take Paul’s approach. As mentioned in a recent sermon “there are things that we 
must stand our ground on and one of those is loving our neighbor as yourself.” 
Starting in February we will have no singing in the 9am worship service on the first 
Sunday of the month.  Other weeks, the 9am service will continue to have limited 
congregational singing. The weekly 11:15am elevate! service will have limited 
special music with no congregational singing.  Our Ash Wednesday service on 
February 17th at 7pm will have two songs performed by soloists or 
instrumentalists. 
 

 The reason for this adjustment is that we continue to pay attention to the 
COVID-19 numbers, and, more importantly, we continue to listen to our members. 
Also mentioned in a previous sermon, “we cannot make everyone happy.” Even 
so, Paul’s message is clear, we need to meet as many as possible where they are  
so the most can experience God’s grace in worship. As we all continue to make 
adjustments and accommodations, we do it out of love for one another. We do it 
so that we can serve the most possible for the sake of the Gospel. 
 

 What adjustments do you need to make in order to better show the love of 
Christ to your neighbors? 
 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
 

Michael Arant | Senior Pastor 
michael@lsumc.net | (843) 409-8614 
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 In the month of February, we think about Valentine’s Day, a day where we exchange 
chocolates, flowers, and other gifts to express our love to our significant loved ones. As 
Christians we are also reminded that it is a period of Lent, a time of preparation before the 
celebration of Easter. By observing Lent, Christians replicate Jesus’ withdrawal into the 
wilderness for 40 days where he was tempted.  

 

“Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being 
tested.”  Hebrews 2:18 

 

 Jesus suffered for us. “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.” Hebrews 

4:15  Jesus suffered for us so that he can help those who are being tempted and to empathize with our 

weakness. I mean...talk about an expression of LOVE! 
 

 For me, Lent is another reminder of God’s sacrificial love. It never ceases to amaze me how much 
Jesus went through to save a sinner like me. How could he be so patient with people? How could he endure 
the crucifixion? How could he die for a people who were chanting  “Crucify Him!” and wishing for his death?  
 

“They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted 
all the more, “Crucify him!”  Mark 15:13-14   

 

Was he not disappointed? Did he not feel hopelessness? But that is love.  
 

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends.”  
 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

 

 Do we practice love today? 1 John says anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. And because God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. Therefore, no matter what 
circumstances we are at in life, let us always strive to love God and people. 
 

Rev. Tae Parks | Associate Pastor 

tae@lsumc.net | (803) 587-9726 

   

 
 I am beginning my three-year term as Lay Leader at LSUMC.  My first response was to 
decline, but most of you know that Bill Ferguson can be persuasive and seemed to have 
confidence in me that I didn’t see at first!  The Lay Leader serves as a liaison between the 
congregation and the Pastor. I am honored to serve a church that has given so much to me 
and my family.  
 My husband, Bobby, and I both grew up in the Methodist Church.  He grew up here at 
Lyttleton Street UMC, and my home church is Carteret Street UMC in Beaufort, SC.  We have 

also been members at Buncombe Street UMC in Greenville, SC as well as Christ Church UMC in Louisville, KY. 
Each of these churches has had a significant impact in our faith journey, and will hopefully help me bring a 
unique (although decidedly Methodist!) viewpoint to this position. Please feel free to contact me to let me 
know how I may better serve this congregation. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Lee Inabinet | Lay Leader 
leeleei@aol.com | (803) 673-4206 

Talks with Tae Page 2 

A Word from the Lay Leader   

mailto:tae@lsumc.net
mailto:leeleei@aol.com


  

 A number of summers ago, I used a curriculum that included field trips around town to 
designated locations (fire department, tennis court, archives) to support the lesson. We 
visited the library one week where part of the lesson taught was there are so many books we 
can enjoy, but the greatest book ever written is the Bible. As an on-site activity, children 
wrote their own book, an autobiography. The catch, however, was the book could only be 
one sentence long! The author of the curriculum was driving home his opinion that IF we had 
to rewrite the Bible using only one sentence, it would be,  

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 

may have eternal life.” John 3:16 
 

Other theologians reference other scriptures as “most important” or as the “verse that best summarized the 

whole of Scripture”.  Take a few minutes to read them yourselves: Genesis 1:1, Genesis 3:15, Jonah 2:9, 

Jonah 3:1.  What do you think? 
  

 I’m not sure I believe there is ONE verse that is most important or ONE that sums up everything the 

entire Bible teaches, but for me, I would have to say that Matthew 22:37-39 is very high on the list.  Okay, I 

know, it’s actually two verses but still! 
 

 In this passage, a lawyer, also a Pharisee, is trying to stump Jesus by asking Him which commandment 

is most important. Since they had classified over 600 laws, the Pharisees often tried to categorize them from 

most important to least important. Jesus replies, 
 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is 

the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

Matthew 22:37-39 
 

 It’s hard to imagine a world where this concept is constantly put into practice. Unfortunately, today 

we see so much conflict, anger and hate.  Wilferd Peterson said, “The art of love is God’s work through you.” 

I like this! If I love God, I should be loving my neighbor, regardless of any differences. 
  

 Do you remember the children’s song that went something like...Love, love, love...that’s what it’s all 

about. ‘Cause God loves us, we love each other: mother, father, sister, brother; everybody sing and shout!  

‘Cause that’s what it’s all about...it’s about love, love, love! 
 

 It really is about love, God’s love for us that creates our love for others. In 2021, let’s all put God first, 

remembering His love for us so that we can love our neighbors as we should. 
 

God Bless, 

Mary Abbott | Director of Children and Youth 
mary@lsumc.net | (803) 518-7315 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Children & Youth Ministry 
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Do you love yourself? 
 

 Do you really love yourself as God wants you to? When Jesus was asked 
what the greatest commandment we, he offered this, 

 

“Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these.”  Matthew 22:37-39 
 

 We cannot love others in the manner God intends us to without loving 
ourselves in a God-honoring way. And, we are not able to sustain the types of 
habits God wants us to live by without this type of core, self-love, that is 

received from God. 
 

 The love God wants us to have for ourselves in the agape-type love that God displayed for us when he 
sent his Son, Jesus, to die for our sins so that we might enjoy an eternal and abundant life. This is an unselfish
-an unconditional type of love. 
 

 Many of us look to outward things and often resort to unhealthy often addictive behaviors in an effort 
to “feel good” about ourselves or to fill a very deep hole we have in our heart because we do not truly love 
ourselves. Some call this low self esteem. I think that God would say it’s because there is a deep root of low 
agape love of one’s self. 
 

 God loves you. His love is so wide and deep that you cannot measure it. Consider this scripture as 
validation of his deep love for each of us,  “I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant 
that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God.”  Ephesians 3:16-19 
 

  When a person accepts Jesus into her heart, God’s Holy Spirit begins to live in her. The more she turns 
her heart to God, believes in truths found in the Bible and surrenders herself to God, the greater the display 
of God’s love is present in her life. One such “fruit” is love, including a godly self-love. 
 

 The more the measure of self love we have, though the work of God’s Spirit, the more we are able to 
love others as God commands us. Additionally, the more love we have for ourselves, the more motivation 
and power we will have to make any desired behavior changes in our lives. 
 

 Maybe you desire to lose weight. Maybe you want to become more physically active. Or, perhaps you 
are challenges by an unhealthy addictive behavior that you’d like to stop. Agape self-love can be 
instrumental in providing the motivation to start these change of habits and in receiving the determination 
and power to continue with the new lifestyle. 
 

 This type of genuine agape love of yourself is best received from the God who created you. The best 
way to learn about God’s love is through spending time with Him through reading the Bible and by praying to 
Him in conjunction with that. 
 
 
 

This message is brought to you by your LSUMC Health & Wellness Committee and adapted from and used with permission by Dale 
Fletcher, www.faithandhealthconnection.org 

Health & Wellness Committee 
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What does it mean to pray with love? 
 

 In what way does love enter into our prayers? We know we should pray and we 
certainly love the people we are praying for, but that doesn’t mean we aren’t missing some of 
the aspects of love that are supposed to be present in our prayer time. During one of our 
online prayer meetings last month, Pastor Tae read us the story of Mary and Martha. Mary sat 
adoringly at Jesus’ feet cherishing every moment. Now, let’s be clear! It’s not like Martha 
didn’t love God. Yet Jesus told Mary she had chosen the better part, 

 

“But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42 there is 
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”   

Luke 10:41-42 
 

 This made me wonder what we can do to seek that better part in our own prayer time. Well, first of all 
Martha was apparently distracted by many things. I have always envisioned her running back and forth 
with piles of dishes that she was perhaps clanking a little louder than necessary while giving Mary a nasty 
look. I have thought to myself, “I hope after Jesus said this she just sat down and listened to him.” In my 
mind the solution was that simple. But I have realized during my own prayer time  that, for me, it is not 
that easy. If I run around for long enough, my brain will keep running around even after I sit down. It is so 
hard to focus on God, to be still, to really express our love for him and experience his love for us.  
 

 This might mean that we need to find out how much of our running around is necessary, but it also 
means we need advice on how to best relate to God in prayer. As usual we can see many examples in the 
Psalms of what an honest, healthy prayer life looks like. Most Psalms, even those that share unspeakable 
pain or unmitigated disaster have praises in them!  How much of our prayer time is devoted to praising 
God? How often do we tell him how much we love him? Let’s close our thoughts on this subject with two 
examples from the Psalms of those who praised God even in times of struggle. They loved God and knew 
they were loved by God. Let us read these Psalms and others and make room to show love by praising God 
in our prayer time. 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous. 

Praise befits the upright. 
2 Praise the Lord with the lyre; 

make melody to him with the harp of ten strings. 
3 Sing to him a new song; 

Play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 
4 For the word of the Lord is upright, 

and his work is done in faithfulness. 
5 He loves righteousness and justice; 

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.” 

Psalm 33:1-5 
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Prayer Points 

Your Partner in Prayer, 
 

Katianne Rickwood 

“I had said in my alarm, 

“I am driven far from your sight.” 

But you heard my supplications when I cried out to 

you for help. 
23 Love the Lord, all you his saints. 

The Lord preserves the faithful, 

but abundantly repays the one who acts haughtily. 
24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 

all you who wait for the Lord.” 

 Psalm 31:22-24 



 

Consistent Lovin’ 

 Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? We’ve all seen and heard those particular 

questions as students in school. You may hear these questions asked throughout your day – 

by a boss, colleague, employee, student, or family member. Consider this: ask yourself these 

questions in regards to the subject “love” and answer truthfully. 
 

 WHO do you love? Spouses, children, and family members. Of course you love them, 
right? Sure. It’s easy and it’s also unconditional. We know that unconditional love is without 

limitations. We love “our people” with all of our heart and that’s great. BUT, do you love everyone else? 
Jesus commanded us to do something very specific in John 13. I don’t even have to say it. You know what it 
is. So, who do you love? Do you love everyone? How about your friends? Your enemies? John 13. This is the 
who.  
 

 WHAT do you love? I love music. I love teaching. I love being around others who share similar 
interests. Surround yourself with what you love. I teach students about what I love. A lot of students that I 
teach do not get that recommended daily dose of love. Love is definitely transferrable. Sometimes I 
introduce a topic to my students that I absolutely love and I over-exaggerate my excitement for the subject. 
Students get to see what I love and why I love it. I want my students to love what they do. This is the what. 
 

 WHEN do you love? What an odd, but necessary question. As a kid, I remember learning the lyrics to a 
particular song that tells us exactly what we should do: I love you in the morning and in the afternoon. I love 
you in the evening and underneath the moon. Consistency is key. Your love for someone should be constant. 
That takes us back to unconditional love. You should love everyone at all hours, no matter what they do – no 
matter how hard it may be to keep loving someone. This is the when.  
 

 WHERE do you love? Love should be everywhere. You should start at home when you wake up. You 
should love as soon as you get to work. Mother Teresa said to “spread love everywhere you go, let no one 
ever come to you without leaving happier.” Everywhere would definitely be better off with a little more love. 
Keep love at home. Keep love at work. Keep love at school. Keep love at church – especially at church. You 
never know who may need it. This is the where.  
 

 WHY do you love? The answer may be simpler than you think. Obvious answer: it’s the right thing to 
do. Textbook [biblical] and the most correct, in my opinion: it’s a commandment. The love we share with 
others should reflect the love Jesus has for us. How much does Jesus love us? “In this the love of God was 
manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.” 1 John 4:9-10 Fill in the rest of this statement: I love because…This is the why. 
 

 So HOW do we love? How do we do all of this daily? Agape. Benevolent. Selfless. This is the love of 
God, often mentioned in the new testament. Take a hard look at  one of the most common verses about 
love:  “[Love] It’s patient and kind; love doesn’t envy, boast, or dishonor others; love is not proud or self-
seeking; love is not easily angered, doesn’t keep a record of wrongs, and doesn’t delight in evil; rather, love 
rejoices with the truth; love always protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres; love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 
13:4-8 Go back and read that again. Add God to each line. God’s love is patient and kind. Go back and read it 
again. Add yourself to each line. My love is patient and kind. My love never fails. This is the how. 
 

 Let your love be consistent. I know it’s hard to love certain people. Just consider how low humanity 
hits sometimes, how far we are all falling behind, and how much we do need to learn to love one another. 
While we continually fail, Jesus’ love for us does not. Look how much HE continues to love us unconditionally. 
The big answer to all of those questions? Because Jesus loves us. 
 

Ike Pitts | Organist 
ikepittsmusic@gmail.com 
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Birthdays 
 

1st Judy Ford, Rachel Catoe, Billy Brewer 
3rd   Joyce Stokes, Cheryl Willson 
4th Allison Stein 
5th Jackie Inman, Creighton Hudson,  
 Paulette Player, Hunter Long 
6th Ann Hayes, Torill Nelson, Justin Wilson 
8th Sandra Inabinet, Harry Gandy 
9th Robin Brockington 
10th John Carlson, Gail West, Ann Hill 
 William Haunert  
11th Drew Carter, Becky Ferguson,  
 Lander Dykes 
 Mary Ellen Green, Savannah LaVasser 
12th B. J. Culp, Edward Rickwood, Daryl McCulley 
13th Gloria Boone, Stephanie Beckley 
14th  Missy Peebles, Hampton West 
15th  Maggie Wehunt, Jessica Gates, Lucy Rabb 
16th  Bob David, Chuck Elders, Scott Jordan 
17th Carolyn Brown, Eric Carlson, Griff Ellis,  
 Peggy Ogburn, Elise Sillman, Tim Webb 
 Burch Funderburk, Debbie Davis 
19th Maddie Lynn Double, Tara Arant 
20th John Shell, IV, Sarah Twitty, Rene Barron 
21st Coke Goodwin, Michael Williams,  
 Gunner Edgerton 
22nd Randy Abrams, Lillian Marple, Roseanna Smith 
23rd Thomas Moore 
24th Frank Laney, Sophia Altieri, Ruth Thompson, 
 Barbara Gates, Julia Rushing  
26th Johnny Mahoney, Liam Rider, Ayden Absher 
27th Lucy Robinson, Abegail Silleman, Ethan LaVasser  
28th Emily McGuirt, Margaret Green, Korbin Hall 
29th Michelle Herod 
 

Anniversaries 

5th Hank & Mary Kerfoot 
13th Sean & Terri Hanson 
14th Tim & Kim Hudson 
 James & Nicole Altieri 
 Jeff & Debbie Jordan 
22nd Rich & Mary Abbott 
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Let’s Celebrate the February Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for 

them and call, text , send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 

 

 Lyttleton Learning Place chooses to focus 

on the positives during this very trying time. One 

such positive is how God has used this time to 

bring families and communities together. We 

wanted to do something to give back to our 

community. We not only want to help others, we 

want to teach our children about God’s love and 

sharing that love with others. In October, we 

hosted a preschool food drive. The teachers used 

this ministry as an object lesson about God’s love 

and his commandment for us to love one 

another.   

 Our LLP children and families went above 

and beyond by lining our halls with boxes and 

boxes of food which we donated to Food for the 

Soul.  It was a blessing to see our families 

reinforce the Biblical lessons we teach their 

children every day at LLP.  They really dug deep 

and showed God’s love to those less fortunate in 

our community and included their children in this 

wonderful outpouring of God’s great love. 
 

“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 

three; and the greatest of these is love.”  

1 Corinthians 13:13 
 

Kathi Hunter & Amy Lynch | LLP Directors  

llp@lsumc.net | (803) 425-4874 

Sharing God’s “Lyttle” Lessons 

2020 Year-End Financial Report 
 

Budget  $1,162,884 
Rec’d Giving $1,088,848 
Expenses $   942,079 
Overall +/-           +$   146,768 
Finance Committee goals, approved by Church Council, for year-end 
surplus include: 
Goal 1: Increase Equity/Operating Capital to minimum of $400,000 
Goal 2: Increase Trustees Reserve to minimum of $100,000 for 
emergency repairs 
With these goals in mind, we will move $128,787 to Equity/Operating 
Cash and $17,981 to Trustees Reserve. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of LSUMC. 
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Walk This Way 

What A walking group to get us all outdoors and  

 safely socializing. 

Who Anyone who wants to walk. No distance is 

 too short or too long. 

Where Scott Park on Battleship Rd. near the shelter 

  on your right as you pull into the driveway. 

When February 9th thru April 1st. Will meet: 

  Tuesdays & Thursdays @ 6pm 

 Sundays @ 2pm 

Why We all need to refresh our souls in 2021!  

 Walking together will give us the HOPE we 

 desire & pray for! 
 

If you would like a ride or have any questions, 

please call any of these Health & Welfare 

Committee members: 

Jim Bradshaw  (704) 905-6586 

Laurie Funderburk (803) 427-4689 

Torill Nelson  (803) 272-3616 

Susan White  (803) 420-2744 

Technically Speaking… 
 

 Since the beginning of the pandemic, LSUMC 

has made several upgrades to our tech abilities, 

specifically to our Live Stream broadcast equipment 

with the goal of enhancing the worship experience 

for those worshipping with us virtually.  
 

To list a few upgrades: 

• New cameras placed in the Sanctuary 

• A video switcher allowing us to transition 

between camera angles while live broadcasting  

• A specific software which allows us to broadcast 

on multiple platforms simultaneously  

• A new tech booth in the balcony 
 

 We are now searching for volunteers to 

partner with us on the Live Stream Broadcast 

Production Team  here at LSUMC.  If you have an 

interest in receiving training and joining our team, 

call the church office (803) 432-3191 or email 

brik@lsumc.net. 
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