
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

  UMW Christmas Luncheon! 
  UMW will host their Christmas luncheon on Saturday, December 14th from 11:30am-1:30pm  
 in the Family Life Center Fellowship Hall.  See you There! 

 

Poinsettias!   
Call the Church office (803) 432-3191, to order your poinsettia in memory of  

or in honor of someone. The deadline is December 6th so don’t delay! 
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Mary’s Notes 
Am I the only one who cannot believe it is December?  I am not complaining, at least as far as the 
weather is concerned.  These beautiful Fall days are really nice after a very long, hot summer!  As we 
gear up for the holidays, I’d like to give you an update on what our children and youth have been 
doing, as well as reminders of upcoming ministry opportunities. 
 

Our Wonderful Wednesday children are studying “New Testament Hall of Fame”, some familiar, and 
less familiar people in the Bible.  So far, we have covered the 12 Disciples, Paul, Lydia, Barnabas, Stephen, Philemon, 
Mary & Martha, Titus, Timothy, and Nicodemus.  Each week we do a quick review of the week(s) before, then dive 
into the lesson with discussion, a video and a craft or activity to support the lesson.  They really enjoy their edible 
crafts, another chance to help them remember the meaning of that day’s lesson.  Check out what our children are 
doing on our church’s Facebook page and Instagram account (lsumcchildren).   
 

The youth are studying the Old Testament and have so far covered Creation, Adam & Eve, the Fall of Mankind, Cain 
& Abel, Noah & the Flood, the Tower of Babel and Abraham & Sarah.  UMYF begins with dinner, followed by a game 
or activity that leads into the lesson, Scripture readings and exploration of the passages, ending in small group 
discussions.  Youth have built boats, with very specific instructions, like Noah received from God.  They have built 
index card Towers of Babel, created videos of the story of Cain & Abel, and built domino and craft stick tricks as a 
reminder of how sin has a domino effect.   They have also enjoyed a Mystery Trip, Youth Halloween Parties, 
Progressive Suppers, hosting the Harvest Festival and Election Night Spaghetti Supper, volunteering at the 
Department of Juvenile Justice, and a Bible study for 11th & 12th graders.   Our youth program is also documented on 
the church’s Facebook page and Instagram (lyttletonstumc).  Watch for members of our youth group working the 
WIS Families Helping Families phone bank on Wednesday, November 27th from 12 – 4:30.  Youth have adopted 3 
families for Christmas and challenge YOU and/or your church group to do the same. 
 

Mark your calendar for the upcoming events: 
 

DEC 1: Advent Party | Pot Luck Dinner, Games & Ornament-Making | 6pm 
 

DEC 1, 8, 15, and 22-Advent Children’s Church, after “Children’s Time” in all 3 
worship services. 
 

December 15: Birthday Party for Jesus | Toddlers-5th Graders | 10-11am 
 

December 22: Petting Zoo | 4-5pm - Christmas Concert | 5pm - Live Nativity 
Scene | 6pm.  Hot Chocolate & Cookies in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Christmas Eve Services-The 3pm service is a family-friendly service at which children will create an impromptu 
Nativity scene.  The Holy Family this year is the Evans Family:  John, Ginny & Charlotte. 
 

The holiday season always seems to fly by in a blur.  My goal this year is to be intentional and to celebrate with 
intention.  I want to enjoy each and every moment, giving thanks and celebrating the birth of our Lord and 
Savior.  Join me in putting unnecessary tasks aside and living in the moment.  Let’s all strive not to squander our time 
this Advent and Christmas.   

 

Blessings,  

    
 

As we look for new ways to grow our congregation and add young families, we are broadening the scope 
of our outreach in ways that are meaningful to them.  One of those ways is a robust online presence.  
Please take a moment or two to write a “Google Review” to help boost our online profile?  Simply do a   

Google search for Lyttleton Street UMC and click on the blue “Google reviews” to add yours. 



From the Pastor 
I have been at Lyttleton Street for about a year and a half.  One of the blessings that I inherited was the 
report of the 2017-18 Strategic Planning Committee.  The Strategic Planning Committee’s report was 
about vision and where we want to go as a church.  This group surveyed the congregation and 
developed a list of recommendations.  Their work has been a guide for our discernment with Aspen 
who has helped us develop a master plan for our LSUMC campus.  Their results also help my vision 
and leadership for LSUMC.   

 

Some of the Strategic Planning Committee insights include expansion of personnel to further our work with youth 
and children, hiring a dedicated worship leader for elevate and expanding elevate to weekly worship.  Their facility 
recommendations include:  dedicated space for elevate, additional music rehearsal space, additional Sunday School 
rooms, dedicated space for youth program, larger gathering space for church-wide events (Fellowship Hall), and 
expanded kitchen. In recent months we have had a feasibility study that has sought to discern our financial potential 
and support for the recommendations from Aspen.  In the upcoming months the planning committee will be 
reporting to our church council the results and their phasing recommendations.    
 

Since our feasibility study the staff and I and heard several questions.  Due to space limitation I will only address the 
one most asked question. The main question is about how the master plan recommends a new fellowship hall.  The 
question is why can we not just expand our current fellowship hall?  The answer is that if we just expand it, there is 
the possibility of having to bring the entire Family Life Center up to current codes which includes costly fire 
suppression.  The other issue is that we may get a larger fellowship hall which will add space but not a new 
space.  There is already great demand for our current fellowship hall and expanding it will not address this need.  A 
new fellowship hall attached will alleviate this need and with a firewall we can add without having to add fire 
suppression to the entire facility.   
 

Aspen did a great job at addressing all of the concerns shared with them through the Strategic Planning Committee 
and the interviews that they led.  If you spend much time at LSUMC you will already know that we are in ministry for 
Christ in many incredible ways.  As reflected in our surveys and interviews, you already know that one of our greatest 
weaknesses in moving forward is our facilities.  The great news is that the feasibility study has shown that there is a lot 
of financial support for the expansion of facilities to enable more ministry. I do want everyone to know that as your 
senior pastor I am available to answer any questions.  I am available to meet in the office, in your home or groups (call 
Christa to set up any appointments).   
God is good!  God has entrusted us with a lot and if we continue with faith God will bless us and entrust us with more 
and more!  

Blessings and peace,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

United Methodist Men…what do they do and how can you get involved? 
 

We meet monthly in the evening for fellowship, study, and planning but these meetings are a small part of what 
all the UMM ministry does.   
 

We serve & participate in:  Salkehatchie | WARM | Prison Ministry | Food For The Soul | LSUMC Youth 
Ministry | Teaching Sunday School | The Scouting Programs | Leading Small Groups | The School “Watch Dog” 
Program | As Ushers & On Various Church Committees | Sharing The Gospel | Community Involvement | 
Fundraising Activities To Support Our Community Medical Clinic & Local Fire Departments.  
  
Please see Kevin Shaw or Greg Riley for more information and how to get involved with the LSUMC UMM. 

 



Musical Musings 
 

By Jason N. Brown  
 

Welcome back from your turkey (or carb) coma! I hope that you had a good time with family, 
thanking God for the many blessings of the past year.  
 

I’ve received some positive reviews about the articles I’ve written since July, in which I’ve been 
discussing the hymns we sing. I might keep this theme going on an intermittent basis going forward. I 
believe that in addition to broadening our repertoire of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, we would 

do well to deepen our understanding of the faith we sing.  
 

John Bacchus Dykes was a prodigious English organist, clergyman and hymnodist of the nineteenth century. If his 
name is not familiar to you, you might recognize his writing of hymns like “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” and “Holy, 
Holy, Holy.” He also harmonized others like “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” and “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name” (MILES LANE tune). On Christmas Eve, during our Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, the choir will 
present one of his lesser-known (in the U. S.) hymns: ‘Sleep, Holy Babe.” 
 

The text of “Sleep, Holy Babe” was written by Edward Caswell in the first half of the 1800s, and set to music by 
Dykes in subsequent years. I can think of no better hymn that represents the climax of that first Advent. Like John 
Jacob Niles’ American classic “I wonder as I wander,” this hymn celebrates the birth of the King of Kings, while also 
bringing into focus the reason for which he came to dwell amongst men.  
 
Sleep, holy Babe, Upon your Mother’s breast! 
Great Lord of earth and sea and sky, 
How sweet it is to see you lie 
In such a place of rest! 
 

Sleep, holy Babe, Your angels watch around, 
All bending low with folded wings 
Before th'incarnate King of kings 
In rev'rent awe profound! 
 

The last verse of his text may seem less “Christmassy” than you might expect. Still, it should serve to remind us that 
these seasons of Advent and Christmas – in the midst of all the gift giving, holiday cheer, and shopping – lead all the 
way from Christ’s birth to heaven’s ultimate gift: our salvation.  
 

Merry Christmas, and thanks be to God! 

 

 
 
 

Sleep, holy Babe, While I with Mary gaze 
In joy upon that face awhile, 
Upon the loving infant smile 
Which there divinely plays. 
 
 Sleep, holy Babe, And take your brief repose; 
Too quickly will your slumbers break 
And you to lengthened pains awake, 
That death alone shall close. 

 

 
 

LLP Pumpkin Patch and Hayride Fun. 

Teaching little ones about the love of our 

big God brings smiles to our faces. 


