
  

 

 November is the month where we dig deep 

and ask God how we can support the vision of our 

church through our giving. We have a good look at 

our stewardship and how we have handled what God 

has entrusted us with.  
 

 No vision can be realized without the financial recourses of those who 

want the vision to be realized.  
 

 In Proverbs 19, the writer tells us, ‘without vision, the people perish…..’.  

There is something about having a vision for our church, our life, our family, our 

community, that keeps us alive. It stretches our faith and it keeps us focused when 

things around us aren’t going exactly the way we thought they’d be going. Vision 

helps us see through the chaos; it reminds us of a greater purpose; it inspires and 

it drives us towards what we believe God is calling us towards.  
 

 I close with the words from Joel, the prophet, ‘“And that’s just the 

beginning: After that— “I will pour out my Spirit on every kind of people: Your 

sons will prophesy, also your daughters. Your old men will dream, your young 

men will see visions.’ - Joel 2:28 

   

Yours faithfully,  
 
Gary   
glrivas@umcsc.org 
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 This month Gary and I will focus on hope. Cornel West, one of the most 

influential philosophers of the 21st century defines hope as “going beyond the 

evidence to create new possibilities based on visions that become contagious.” 

West continues by saying that these contagious visions “allow people to engage 

in heroic actions always against the odds, no guarantee whatsoever.”  

 As we sit in the season of Advent, a season of waiting, it is my hope that we have visions that become 

contagious. I believe that this is exactly what Jesus is. I believe that Jesus is hope that creates vision that is 

contagious, allowing people to engage in heroic action. We see this in the Gospels; we see this in the Acts of 

the Apostles and we see this in Paul’s letters.  
 

 Often people view Advent as a season anticipating the birth of Christ; which it is. Advent is also more. 

Advent is a season anticipating the second coming of Christ. It is a season where we are able to build vision. I 

love how Luke begins his Gospel. He immediately flips what the reader might expect; expectations where 

men speak and women follow. Here in the Gospel of Luke, men are silenced and women are given voice.  
 

 Mary’s magnificat, Mary’s song, is one that flips our reality upside down (Luke 1:46-56). The proud 

are scattered (Luke 1:51). The rulers are brought down and the humble are lifted up (Luke 1:52). It is here 

that we see a vision that will become contagious through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Through Jesus we are given vision. Gary and I have a vision for LSUMC that turns Camden, SC upside 

down. We have a vision that looks beyond the four walls of the church and reaches into the community. 

Lyttleton Street already does a wonderful job of being an outward-focused church, but Gary and I want to 

push you further. 
 

In the new year Gary and I have exciting ways and opportunities planned to further our reach. We 

have visions that are full of hope, not only for LSUMC, not only for Camden, SC, but for the Kingdom of God. 

West concludes by saying that he is a “prisoner of hope.” Might we all be, in this season of waiting, a 

prisoner of hope.  

     
In Christ’s love, 
 

William Smith | Associate Pastor 
jwsmith@umcsc.org 
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 The UMW, in lieu of their annual 
Christmas Party, is hosting a Christmas gift drop-
off for the patients of the SC Mental Health 
Association and invite all members to participate.  
The drop-off  will be Sunday December 19th from 
10-11am, during the Sunday school hour, under 
the portico of the Family Life Center.  Please 
wrap your gifts, label as male or female and what 
size, if applicable.  Select a gift from the list 
below.  

 

Operation Santa Claus: a program initiated and sponsored each year by the SC Mental Health Association 

in cooperation with its local chapters.  The program gives volunteers a chance to brighten the holiday season 

for patients receiving psychiatric services in state institutions.  
 

*Gifts for Children/Adolescents: 

 Coloring Books | Cosmetics | Crayons | Earmuffs  

 Games & Puzzles | Jeans | Jewelry | Knit Hats & Gloves 

 Pocket Electric Games | Shirts | Sneakers | Socks  

 Stuffed Animals | Sunglasses | Sweatshirts | Watches 

*Some of these gifts may be selected by patients to be given to their own children. No Glass or 

Sharp Objects! 
 

Ward Gifts: 

 Chocolate Covered Cherries | Diabetic Candy |Current Religious Materials |Thin Mints 
 

Adult Gifts:  

 Bathrobes (Lg) | Bedroom Slippers | Calendars | Change Purses | Deodorant | Earmuffs 

Socks | Games & Puzzles | Knit Hats & Gloves | Radios & Batteries | Raincoats | Shampoo  

Stationary & Stamps| Sunglasses | Sweatshirts (Lg) | T-Shirts (Lg) | Toothbrushes & Paste 

Underwear| Watches 
                                                                                                                              

Woman’s Gifts:  

Coin Purses | Gowns (Lg) | 

Hair Pins | Lotions | Creams | 

Handbags 
 

Men’s Gifts:  

Baseball Caps | Belts | 

Pajamas (Lg)| Shaving Lotion | 

Wallets  
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 Vision, in the sense of eyesight, is something a lot of people don’t think 

about until around the age of 40.  As we age, our eyesight changes (followed by 

our hearing and then aching joints).  Vision, in the sense of looking ahead & 

dreaming, also changes as we age.  As the holidays approach, we realize that 

vision is different as we go through Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Children are 

dreaming of Santa, gifts, cookies and excitement.  Parents of young children are dreaming of more 

sleep!  Older adults and seniors are often thinking back, realizing that wisdom has afforded the opportunity 

to see a bigger picture, to better grasp how quickly time flies.   

 

 Don’t ever ask me what my favorite song is!  There are simply too many.  If you saw my iTunes playlist 

you would be confused by the different genres, everything from organ music to hip hop to classical to rock & 

roll!   ONE of my favorite secular Christmas songs is “My Grown Up Christmas List”.  I’ll admit that it makes 

me sad in a nostalgic sense.  If you’re not familiar with this 

song, here are some of the lyrics: 

 

Do you remember me 
I sat upon your knee 
I wrote to you with childhood fantasies 
 
Well I'm all grown up now 
And still need help somehow 
I'm not a child but my heart still can dream 
 
So here's my lifelong wish 
My grown up Christmas list 
Not for myself but for a world in need 
 
 
 

2022 could use this kind of vision!  May we lean on the words found in Proverbs 28:18, “Where there is no 

vision, the people are 

unrestrained, but happy is he who 

keeps the law.”  Imagine a world 

seeing Christmas through Easter 

lenses! 
   

God Bless, 

Mary Abbott  
Director of Children and Youth 
mary@lsumc.net  | (803) 518-7315 

 
  

 

No more lives torn apart 
That wars would never start 
And time would heal all hearts 
And everyone would have a friend 
And right would always win 
And love would never end, no 
This is my grown up Christmas list 

 As children we believe 
The grandest sight to see 
Was something lovely wrapped be-
neath the tree 
But Heaven only knows 
That packages and bows 

mailto:mary@lsumc.net


  We Need Your Help! 
 

Our church continues to grow, God is so good!  This poses a unique problem for us, and we need your help.  
We need two (2) big ticket items as soon as possible.  Unfortunately, we do not have the funds needed in our 
budget to handle these items. 
 

 New 14-passenger bus with wheelchair access: ($75,000)   
 

*Our youth and children’s groups are so large that we don’t have enough passenger 
space on our 4 buses to move them all to any event or activity without using 8-10 
additional cars.   
 

*We are looking at an ADA wheelchair access bus to be able to offer this bus to bring 
our nursing home people to church!   
 

*This extra bus will also allow us more flexibility when being used by multiple groups at the same time. 
 

*Even though it has wheelchair access, the bus still has 14 chairs that can be used when wheelchair access is   
not needed. 

 

400+ Chairs for the Gym: ($25,000)   
 

*We have multiple events coming up that requires us to purchase new chairs for the gym.   
 

*We are hosting the Basketball Tournament Worship Service again in January.  Last time 
we hosted this tournament, we had to rent additional chairs and had almost 700 in 
attendance. 
 

*We will be having combined and blended worship services in the gym on every 5th Sunday 
next year.  
 

*Our contemporary service attendance is growing and we will need to move to the gym for our services in 
the near future. 
 

Would you please consider helping us by purchasing a chair or two or a bus tire or two?  Any donation, 
even the smallest amount, could help us on our way to making these purchases. 
 

  
 
   
  

Page 5 



 

 

 

  
 “Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.”  

 Vision can be defined as the state of being able to see. If you’re like me and you 

don’t wear glasses yet, there’s a great chance that you take your sight for granted. 

Sometimes we’re all reminded of the blessing of our vision when the seasons change and 

there are different things in the air triggering allergic reactions, resulting in scratchy eyes 

and clouded vision. It is in that very moment when we realize that we cannot see clearly 

anymore.  
 

 We’re sometimes reminded of our vision when we meet someone who is blind and 

cannot have their vision corrected. Maybe we’re reminded of our vision when we’re driving at night and our 

headlights seem like they’re not bright enough or the lights on the other side of the highway are blinding you 

because of someone driving with their hi-beams. Scary isn’t it? Nonetheless, vision is a great blessing. Being 

able to see the colors of Autumn, the vast landscapes in nature, or even the faces of the image bearers of our 

Creator: all of us.  
 

 Vision, in a psychological or spiritual sense, could be defined as one’s hope in the future or even one’s 

perception of a situation and its outcome or solution. But I must ask: Does God fit into your vision? God, our 

Creator and the Perfecter of our faith, is our guide, a light in our darkness, a lamp to our feet and a light unto 

our paths. As we focus on God throughout our various journeys, our way is made brighter and more clear 

every day. I’m reminded of the great hymn of the faith, Be Thou My Vision. In Verse 3, it reads:  
 

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise  

Thou mine Inheritance, now and always  

Thou and thou only, first in my heart,  

Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art  
 

 Vision can even be clouded by fame, riches, or even the praise of those from whom we seek approval. 

We must realize that God, our Savior and our Light, is our provider and our inheritance and should be first in 

our hearts. My friends, I have heard and seen the way Lyttleton Street glorifies God in worship and service 

and I see a bright future ahead! I am so glad to be a small part of this ever-growing picture. My vision for 

worship at LSUMC is to bridge the gaps between different areas of comfort, create a more culturally-diverse 

and welcoming space to all people, and help cultivate a culture of true, deeper worship, regardless of form or 

style. I also envision the Church showing the love of God to the local community. Worship is such a great 

passion of mine and it is just one of the tangible ways that we can glorify God and enjoy God forever.  
 

 Worship is also a response to all of the great things that God has done, is doing, and will do in us and 

through us. It is one way we show that God is above all and goes before everything. No matter what I may 

plan to do here at LSUMC, I must place God as my first priority. Without God, there is darkness and our way 

cannot be made clear. Without God, we place our own desires before everything and there is great risk of 

everything breaking apart. I pray that the way continues to be made clear as we learn more about each other 

and grow in God together. I have great faith that God will do great things through you all. May your vision 

begin with God as your guide, your light in the darkness.  

 

Moses Andrews , III | Contemporary Worship Leader & Media Specialist 
mosesandrewsiiimusic@gmail.com 
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Birthdays 
 

1st Pearl Foote, Hannah Grace Culp 
2nd Margaret Goodrich, Carol Henderson, 
 Renee Prichard, Elizabeth Creed 
 Andrew Partin, Elizabeth Flanders 
3rd William Sowell 
4th Penny Palmer, Lakyn Davidson, 
 Alice Sperry, Samantha Knapko, Bess Tucker 
5th Dennis Turner, Jane Peacock, Jonathan Baskin 
 Deborah Smith 
6th Korey Nelson, Scott Wladischkin, Glenda Davis 
7th Addy McDonnough, Bob Lee 
8th Tony Boykin, Mary Abbott, Harriett Tucker 
9th Samuel Pruett 
10th Rusty Davis, Randy Rowe, Gracie Wertz 
11th Laine Redfearn, Keith Rabon 
12th Trey McCorkle, Will Abbott, Caroline Watts 
 Caroline Sharpe, Vi Smith 
13th Robert Slade 
14th Bailey Talbert, Charles Talbert 
15th Richard White, Harriett Reid, Joel Myers 
16th Elizabeth Cassidy, Matt Downey,  
 Davis Carrington 
17th Jean Holland, Roger Marshall, Claire Shell, 
 Mary Elizabeth Partin, Pat Gourlay 
18th Drew Wertz, Allison Smith 
19th  Darlene Mackey 
20th Tom Anderson, Becky Robinson, Laurie Parks, 
 Dan Skufca, Jason Shannon 
21st Rebecca Morris, Erica Broome, Martha Moore 
22nd Martha Boykin, Skylar Gauthier, Anna Kate Reid 
23rd Vel Forrester, Jr., Helen Davidson, Sarah Hanson, 
 Vanessa Lopez 
24th Bett Carrington, Madison Hudson,  
 Tommy Ranson, Greg Daniels, Cauthen Best, 
 Ronnie Bradley 
25th Mary Kathryn Lostetter 
26th Grace Montgomery, Madison Montgomery 
27th Boyd Black, Hunter Rankin, Ellie Abbott 
28th Phyllis David, Cook Young 
29th Carolyn Horton, Kendra Salas, Jay Green, Jr., 
 Valerie Marshall 
30th Mickey Cassidy, Margaret Cox, Linda Rogers, 
 Emily Collins, Evan Younghans, Anna Rushing, 
 Logan Wilkes, Thomas Spencer 
 

 
  
31st Buster Beckham, Molly Moore,  
 Hannah Branham, Morgan Wilson, Lee Medlin 
 

Anniversaries 

2nd Wes & Laurie Parks 
11th Scott & Jody Neal 
12th Reggie & Sherri Dean 
 George & Holly Myers, Jr. 
 Donnie & Lynn Weeks 
18th David & Keenan Rankin 
19th Bobby & Sherry Lee 
20th Randy & Barbara Rowe 
 Jamie & Laurie Robinson 
 Tyler & Mikael Lofe 
22nd Frank & Melissa Rowell 
27th Dean & Mary Ellen Jordan 
 David & Billie Sloan, Jr. 
 Gregg & Vicki Hardee 
28th Allen & Joanne Reeder, Jr. 
 Joel & Jane Peacock 
29th Paul & Amy Christenberry 
 James & Diane Fulcher 
30th Douglas & Linda Rogers 
31st Nick & Susan Baskin 
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Let’s Celebrate the December Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them and 

call, text , send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



  
  

Vision… 
  

 I lack vision. Not physically or biologically, but spiritually. 
 

 God’s Vision is the vision that I should seek. Most times I do! But I also 

compromise with God, though I know His will is perfect (I will refrain from sharing the 

names I call myself for such stupidity). It is certainly interesting to me the way that our 

human will gets in the way of God’s Will. If you’re like me, you’re used to learning the 

hard way that God’s will is better than mine (ours) will ever be. I’m very fortunate to have lived through the 

years where I strictly did my own will. My will is selfish, self-seeking, and careless. My will does not care 

about others. My will does not see the good in the world or its people. In short, my will never, ever fulfills 

me. 
 

 God gives us a choice. We can follow His will for us, or we can follow our own. Many people follow 

their own self-will from birth until death. I am grateful that God gave me the chance to choose His will, 

instead of my own! Had it not been for the consequences of self-will, I may not have chosen His vision. I’m 

reminded of one of (if not) my favorite verses: 
 

“It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.” - Psalm 119:71 KJV  
 

 In God’s infinite wisdom, he allows me to suffer the consequences of my actions, whilst also offering 

grace to save me from myself. Through prayer and meditation, I have a chance to see with God’s vision 

instead of my own. Thank you, Father. 

 

Joey T. Williams | Media Coordinator 

joeywilliamsmedia@gmail.com 
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