
  

 

 My name is Tae Park and I am the newly appointed 

associate pastor for LSUMC.  I was born in South Korea, Seoul and 

moved to the states when I was 7 years old.  As a Korean American 

immigrant, I’ve struggled a lot to make sense of my own identity.  I 

was born in South Korea but was raised in the states most of my 

life.  Therefore, I felt that although I was Korean, I did not quite fit 

into Korean communities because of the cultural differences. 
   

 Similarly, I did not quite fit into American communities because of the way I 

looked.  I felt lonely because no one appeared to understand my struggle and 

comprehend what I was going through.  In the midst of my identity crisis, I found my 

home church, Columbia Korean United Methodist Church.  In my time of youth, I 

was able to meet other Korean American brothers and sisters who were either born 

or raised in the states most of their lives.  In this community, I was able to share my 

deepest struggles and found people who were able to empathize with me because 

they too had similar experiences.  And for the first time in my life, living in the states 

I felt that I wasn’t alone.  I experienced a sense of belonging in the church.  In God I 

found true rest. 
 

 In Psalm 27:4 the Psalmist asked the Lord for one thing and that is to live in 

the house of the Lord all the days of his life and to behold the beauty of the Lord, 

and to inquire in his temple.  This desire came true for me when I experienced God’s 

love through the church and my prayer is that this may also be true for you.  

Although we are unable to hold in-person worship, I hope that through our 

participation of online worship services, Bible studies, and prayer meetings we can 

still experience and share God’s love with one another. 
 

 I wish we met under better circumstances, but I am nevertheless glad, 

excited, and grateful to be part of this wonderful church.  I never imagined my first 

appointment will place in midst of a pandemic, but I trust that God has me right 

where I need to be.  Please keep me in your prayers as I try to adjust and settle into 

this new role and I hope to meet you all when the circumstances allow it. 
 

Tae Park | Associate Pastor 

tae@lsumc.net | (803) 587-9726 
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 I am happy to announce that some of our Children’s and Youth ministries have 
resumed meeting in ways that are safe for attendees. 
 

 Children are enjoying Wednesday Day Camps at Lystra, where they are studying the 
lesson of Jesus and Peter walking on water.  Through Scripture reading, object lessons, 
games and activities, children are learning that our focus always needs to be on Jesus, 
otherwise we will sink in the storms of life.  Children are also enjoying swimming with a 

certified lifeguard on duty, and are enjoying our beautiful lake property.   
 

 Youth have begun Bible studies on Sunday nights, meeting in small groups arranged socially 
distanced in large spaces.  Our girls are studying Rachel & Leah, with emphasis on how we constantly 
compare ourselves to others.  Thanks to Melissa Rowell who is helping me co-teach this study.  Boys, led by 
Pastor Tae, are diving into the book of James and are being challenged and encouraged by the powerful 
message in that book of the Bible. 
 

 Youth sponsored an Ice Cream Party for the residents and staff at Karesh Rehab on July 9th.  Thanks 
to everyone who helped!   
 

TWO EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES: 
1.  Youth are in the process of teaming up with residents at Old Colonial of Camden, the new assisted 
living facility in town.  All 19 residents will be adopted by a member of our youth group.  The youth will be 
encouraged to correspond by letter, card, and/or email.  In addition, the youth will be praying for their 
assigned resident, and are welcome to drop off treats (pre-packaged foods and/or other non-food 
items).  YOUTH WHO ARE INTERESTED should contact me.  There are only 19 spots available.  (Our church 
also recently provided UMC Hymnals to residents.) 
 
2 MEMBERS of ALL AGES are invited to be part of our new United Methodists United in Prayer 
ministry.  We are teaming up with St. Paul UMC and First UMC of Camden, partnering adults as prayer 
partners.  If you would like to participate, a form can be found on our website, lsumc.net .  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call me.  (Please remember that we will still have our YOUTH Prayer Partner 
program as well.) 
 
 Plans for our fall programs for children and youth are currently being evaluated.  Look for 
information coming soon! 
 

 Please remember that everything we do for our young people takes more than just planning!  For 
Day Camps alone, costs include food, craft and activity supplies, lifeguard expenses, gas for the bus, and 
utility costs at Lystra.  Youth donated some of the items for the Karesh Ice Cream Party, but other items 
were purchased by the church.  I know that times are hard, but as your church staff continues to plan and 
implement ministries, please keep in mind the promise we all made to “uphold The UMC with our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service and witness.” 
 

 Thank you for loving and supporting our young people. 
 
Mary Abbott | Director of Children and Youth  
mary@lsumc.net | (803) 518-7315 
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 Serving as your interim pastor here at LSUMC has been a blessing to Anna and Travis 

and me.  The challenges that we all have faced due to the pandemic and the circumstances 

that brought us here could have overwhelmed many congregations, but LSUMC has 

continued to find ways to minister to members and the community.  The outstanding staff 

continued to find ways to minister to members and the community.  The outstanding staff 

continues to make ever effort to provide ministries that meet the needs that we are aware 

of.  The addition of Tae Park to the staff has added a new perspective as Tae begins to work with our prayer 

ministries, our youth ministries.  Tae’s curiosity and his interest in all that we are doing lead him into  

ministry in a fresh and exciting way.  I know that you will join us in welcoming him to the LSUMC family. 
 

 Jason, Ike, Mary and Brik have kept the online worship services fresh, interesting and compelling.  The 

addition of the Patio Services has given us a chance to safely worship together in person with precautions 

that make for a safer service.  We are still tweaking the services and we welcome your suggestions as we plan 

for their continuation through the month and begin looking for a safe time to return to inside in-person 

worship.  As long as “the numbers” are as high as they have been, we are not planning to take a step that  

might put people at more risk of infection.  However we are able to do it, it is important that we continue to 

gather to worship  God and be touched by the Word. 
 

 The full schedule of Facebook activities that we continue to offer touches peoples’ hearts and lives in 

many ways.  Weather you are reading through the Bible together, praying with the prayer time, worshiping 

through Ike’s musical offerings, enjoying the Sunday School lessons, or taking advantage of the other 

opportunities, there is something inspiring about being able to be in contact even through our time apart.  In 

addition the in-person ministries with our youth and children, as Mary plans safe opportunities for them to 

get together in Day Camps and service projects offer models of how to live and grow in difficult times. 
 

 Christa and Anita bless the whole congregation with their work.  The care that goes into all of the 

work that they do is something to thank God for.  The only contact that some people have with the church is 

through the bulletins, newsletters and telephone contact with the office, and Anita and Christa oversee these 

with skill and compassion. 
 

 Lyttleton Learning Place is another area where there is a great ministry.  April, Kathi, and their staff 

have struggled through the pandemic to offer quality experiences for our youngest and most vulnerable.  The 

smiles and excitement on the faces of the children and staff as they move through the building are witness to 

the success that LLP is having in teaching God’s love by witness and example. 
 

 What am I trying to say to you?  I’m trying to praise the work that LSUMC is doing in Camden to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  I am grateful for the opportunity to work 

alongside you for the time we have been appointed here.  As you see where your offerings and tithes are 

going and where the energy of the church family is being dedicated, my hope is that you will look for ways to 

take part—through your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  God bless each one. 
 

 Gene Feagin | Interim Pastor 

pastorgenestluke@roadrunner.com | (803) 981-2165 
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It’s Not Me, It’s You 

 She doesn’t wear a seatbelt. [I do.] He doesn't tithe. [I give my 10%.] She smokes.  

[I actually care about my health.] He curses when he gets hurt. [I’ve never said a bad word in 

my life!] 
 

 Why do we find fault with others before ourselves?  Why do you look at the speck of 

dust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye [Matthew 7:3] That particular 

verse, to me, had always been a lesson in judgement.  It is a great verse as far as judgement is concerned—

but perhaps this is also a lesson on imperfection within ourselves.  It is EASY to point out others’ flaws.  It is 

DIFFICULT to recognize our own. 
 

 I have my own imperfections—especially in music.  I absolutely hated practicing ANY instrument.  I 

still don’t care for it!  My ear has helped me in situations when I should have practiced.  Growing up, my 

piano teacher would play the beginnings of compositions to get me interested.  I’d have her play them 

multiple times.  It wasn’t always because I was interested—it was to hear the piece, memorize it, and try to 

play it back correctly.  It also wasn't that I couldn’t read the notes, it was the fact that I was lazy and didn’t 

want to practice!  I still struggle with this daily.  Sometimes I assume I can play something correctly because 

I’ve played it before or it looks “easy.” 
 

 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged 

with greater strictness.  For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he 

is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. [James 3:1-2] At first read, this seams like an extreme 

blow.  But I find that this verse in James, to which I refer from time to time, reminds me that I am imperfect 

and that I constantly fall short of the mark. I do find that in teaching, my students help me recognize my own 

flaws—those imperfections. They make ME a better teacher.  We will not achieve perfection, but our lives 

should reflect one who strives for rightness and righteousness.  Our words and our deeds should reflect our 

faith in God.  But now that I’m the teacher, it is my job to help others with their own “imperfections.” It’s in 

the name: teacher.  This is Jesus, to us; he is our teacher.  Train up the child in the way he should go; even 

when he is old he will not depart from it . [ Proverbs 22:6]  
 

 As an addition to Matthew 7:3, consider this: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

[Romans 3:23] If you find yourself pointing at another, redirect to yourself.  Help us, Lord, to have the faith 

and assurance to trust in you that all the imperfections in us will be healed through your love for us.  
 

                 I have been unfaithful, 

Ike Pitts | Organist               I have been unworthy, 

ikepittsmusic@gmail.com           I have been unrighteous, 

and I have been unmerciful. 
 

Sometimes, I have been unwise. 

I’ve been undone by what I‘m unsure of— 

But because of you, and all that YOU went through 

I know that I have never been unloved.   
 

Lyrics from “Never Been Unloved” / © 1998 by Michael W. Smith and Wayne Kirkpatrick 

Page 4 Pitts’ Points 
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April’s Retirement 
 April has announced she will be retiring at the end of August.  She and Stewart 

have prayerfully considered this move and they both feel God is leading them in this 

direction.  While we will hate to see her go, we all wish her the best.  Please take a 

moment to reach out to April and share a word of gratitude and thanks as she prepares 

for her next steps.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 5 

 In August we say “goodbye” to a real icon here at Lyttleton Street  
United Methodist Church.  April Kidd started as a 4K teacher at  
Lyttleton Learning Place in October 1994.  She then transitioned to the  
daycare director.  During her 26 years of service, she has made a huge  
impact on the children and families served by Lyttleton Learning Place.   
She made caring for families and their children her top priority and it  
shows through the many programs she instituted in the childcare program.  
 

 She has been a mentor to all of the teachers throughout the years and  
she will be missed greatly.  As a member of the church staff, April  
always pitched in where needed and coordinated well with the other  
ministries in the church and facilities.  I greatly appreciate all she  
has done for Lyttleton Street and for the staff as a whole.  
Thank you April, we love you! - Anita 

April,  

You’ve been a wonderful example on how to find the good in every 

situation.  You’ve met challenges with a grateful attitude and you’ve 

put others before self daily.  I appreciate how you’ve lived out your 

faith and encouraged others to do so as well!  Oh Joyous Day!  

God Bless You - Christa 

“As a former preschool teacher (with a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education) and as 
the former pastor of a church in Columbia with another of the preschool programs 
recognized for their quality in the community, I have seen in my two months here the 
quality of leadership that April gives LLP. Her work in the pandemic has been inspired. We 
will miss her leadership.” - Rev. Gene Feagin 

April, 
It has been a pleasure working with you.  You are so hard-working, someone who 
“crosses every T and dots every i”.  Thank you for the tremendous impact you 
have made in our community and church.  LLP is a well-respected childcare 
program in our area, thanks largely to your diligence, knowledge, experience and 
love for children.  Enjoy retirement.  You deserve it! - Mary 
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The Priority of Prayer 

 Like many of you I have been overwhelmed by recent events in our country and 

world, but more than that I have been blessed during this time.  Our church has been finding 

new ways to serve our community, and I think this is beautiful, but what I really love seeing 

right now is the way we are coming together in prayer.  I said during a recent Thursday night 

prayer meeting that a big part of prayer is community.  I am glad to be part of a praying 

community and even more glad that we are finding more ways to pray together during all 

that is happening right now.  Our church has been studying the book of Acts together.  The stories of the 

early church remind us that we are not the only members of God’s family that have faced real difficulties, 

even chaos.  Each time this happened they came together in prayer.  When believers were arrested and 

persecuted, they prayed together.  Peter was arrested twice.  In Acts 4:24 “They raised their voices together 

in prayer” and in Acts 12:12 the church was “gathered and were praying”.  Paul was on his way to Rome and 

knew he would die there and he “knelt down with all of them and prayed”. [Acts 20:36] 
 

 We face great challenges, some of which have made it harder than ever to gather in prayer.  I hope 

we continue to find ways to gather in prayer even when we can’t do it in person. I know some are using 

Zoom, praying over the phone and praying together on Facebook.  Our church is working on one more new 

option!  We hope that some of you will be willing to join in a new prayer partner ministry called United 

Methodists United in Prayer.  We are pairing up members of our congregation with members of St. Paul 

UMC and FUMC Camden.  Those who participate will be given a prayer partner. Then you and your partner 

will exchange prayer requests, praise reports and check on each other once a week or so.  We hope this will 

improve our prayer lives and strengthen our community.  If you are interested, you can visit our church 

website, go to the “Witness” section and find United in Prayer section  and complete the sign-up form there 

OR you can just call the church office and one of our office staff will take your information over the phone.  

We are really excited about this ministry.  We hope many of you can join, but we also hope all of you can find 

some way to pray with others. 
 

Thanks, 
 

Katianne Rickwood  

Prayer Points 

April,  

Even though it hasn’t been long since we met, I 

was moved by your passion for ministry, your 

caring heart for the children, and the way you 

looked out for the safety of your staff members. I 

wish I had a longer chance to serve alongside you 

and learn from you but I know that God is 

opening new doors for you. Thank you for all you 

do and congratulations on your retirement. May 

the Lord be with you every step of the way and 

cause all that you do to succeed. - Rev. Tae Park 

April, 
I’ve been at LSUMC for just north of three years, and I 
have always observed two things about you: 
1. You always find a silver lining in every day, and  
2. You always share encouragement.  
Though you are retiring, I know you’ll continue to let 
your light shine for God’s glory. - Jason  

mailto:https://lsumc.net/witness/united-in-prayer


Birthdays 
1st Angela Allman, Molly Hazelwood,  

 Casey Robinson, Drew West 

2nd Addison Gates, Sam White 

3rd Tim Brockman, Katianne Rickwood 

4th  Johnny Fellers 

5th Teri Luther, Pam Stroud 

7th  Eli Arant, Dumpy Gibson, Sharon Guffy 

8th Wendy Ziemke 

10th Brantley Padgett, Henry Walker 

11th Aaron Gilland, William Rushing,  

 Tod Zimmerman 

12th Trey Fitts, Trey Funderburk, Sloane Neal, 

 Christian Zamora 

13th Justin Dill, Dennis Reedy, Ginger Shuler, 

 Annette Wertz 

14th Art Graham, Douglas Rogers, Shelly Sloan, 

 Paul Spitzer 

16th Phillip Partin, Kevin Shaw 

17th Delaney Beckley, Michael Horton, Jr.,  

 Parker Robinson, Eddie Schoolfield,  

 Meredith Williams 

18th Adam Lostetter, Jane Webster,  

 Elizabeth West 

19th Gus Allen, Fred Ogburn, Wendy Sperry 

20th Dona Brand, Kevin Culp, E. J. Edgerton 

21st Meg Henderson, William Hill,  

 Daniel Wilhelm 

22nd John Boykin, Ronnie Stroud, Colin Williams 

23rd Amber Rider, Lynn Shuler, Vernon Williams 

24th Emory Gunter, Brian Knapko, Robbie Lackey, 

 Rusty Major 

25th Pik Denton, Sally Shaw 

26th Nancy Carlson, Kristopher Elliott, Bryce Lail 

27th Nell Marshall, Greenly Truesdale 

28th Brenda Gardner, Linda Josey, Lynn Looney 

29th Etta Wilhelm 

 

30th Jonathan Ham, Sherry Padgett,  

 Jimmy Wilson, Jennifer Wladischkin 

31st  Denny Beckley, Linda Bradley,  

 William Downey, Raymond Garcia, 

 Mary Bradley Kirkland 

 

Anniversaries 
1st Clark & Kathy Rast 

3rd Frank & Jean Broom 

 Carl & Rhonda Horton 

 Grayson & Susan Shaw 

4th Mike & Carolyn Horton 

6th Ken & Nancy Carlson 

 John & Beth Collins 

 Raymond & Nichola Garcia 

7th Max & Debbie Bonek 

 Ronnie & Nancy Ward 

8th Carl & Kathryn Kearse 

9th Jim & Pam Brandon 

10th  Vernon & Jeanette Williams 

11th Drew & Terri Carter 

 Joe & Lucy Mazurek 

12th Davis & G. G. Green 

19th Dennis & Mary Turner 

 Donnie & Pam Wilson 

20th Gordie & Martha Moore 

23rd Mike & Dixie Gilbert 

 Brian & Torill Nelson 

 Gibson & Anna Tucker 

24th Johnny & Beverly Fellers 

26th David & Jane Weaver 

27th Buster & Kathy Beckham 

28th Fred & Susan White 

29th Sid & Virginia Isler 
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Let’s Celebrate the AUGUST Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for 

them and call, text or send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



Lyttleton Street UMC 

1206 Lyttleton Street 

Camden, SC  29020 
 
 

Phone: 803-432-3191 

Fax: 803-424-1363 

E-mail: church@lsumc.net 
 

April Kidd & Kathi Hunter 

LLP Co-Directors 

llp@lsumc.net 

LLP (803) 425-4874 
 

Anita Crowley | Office Manager 

anita@lsumc.net 
 

Christa DeMare | Admin. Assistant 

christa@lsumc.net 
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                  Keeping Faith in Your Goals During Setbacks 
“O Lord, by these things men live; and in all these things is the life of my spirit; so You will restore 

me and make me live.” Isaiah 38:16 (NKJV) 
 

 Heart disease, high blood pressure, stroke, diabetes, obesity, and cancer are 
leading causes of death in Americans.  Setting goals to be physically active and eat healthy 

can help to prevent or help manage these health conditions.  However, setbacks can often get us off 
track.  We all experience setbacks that make it difficult to keep up our exercise or healthy eating.  
Identifying situations when a setback is most likely to occur can help you stay on track.  For example, 
holiday seasons can be challenging for keeping your healthy eating and physical activity goals but you can 
plan ahead.  Plan which foods you will need to limit at dinner (like fried foods and dips) or plan a family 
walk after dinner to remain active.  Keep faith in your goals during setbacks and remember if you get off 
track, one setback does not mean failure!    

Health & Wellness Committee 


