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Hello River Hills, 

 

The elders met Monday to discuss the reopening of our building, we are looking forward to being back 

together. However, moving forward must be done in a responsible manner that, in the end, brings glory 

to Jesus. 

 

Adding to the confusion was President Trump’s message on Friday when he said that he deemed houses 

of worship “essential” and called on governors across the country to allow them to reopen this 

weekend. We appreciate his declaration and agree that churches are essential to people's lives. In 

Oregon, however, Gov. Kate Brown’s orders are still in force despite a court challenge. 

 

With that in mind, here are some takeaways from Monday’s meeting: 

 

● We will likely not reopen for Sunday services until we can have up to 50 people in the building 

○ We are trying to follow the biblical mandate to willingly submit to the governing 

authorities, whenever that does not lead us to disobey God. We are also trying to be 

mindful of our witness to our neighborhood and want to do everything we can to lift 

Jesus higher without giving Jesus and His church a bad name by defying the guidelines 

our community has been asked to follow 

○ 25 people on a Sunday service is not practical given the amount of services we would 

have to hold to allow everyone to come who wants to 

○ Plans are being made to have the building re-open on fairly short notice when approved 

 

● On-line services will be continued into the future 

○ They will be live streamed when we start meeting again, not recorded ahead 

○ This will take a couple people who are passionate about this new ministry to learn about 

live streaming and help us get prepared for launching this ministry. If you are interested 

and knowledgeable in technology, please reach out to us 

 

● We are encouraging members to meet up in homes on Sundays to view the service 

○ For example, two or three families gather in one home if you are comfortable doing so 

○ This will be a great way to experience doing church how the early Christians in much of 

the New Testament experienced church. This will be an opportunity to truly live out Acts 

2:42-47 

○ We encourage you to begin considering who you might invite over. You can watch the 

service together; sing together, watch the sermon, participate in communion together, 

and we would encourage you to eat a meal together as well. We also provide some 

talking points that you can use after the service around the lunch table to continue 

discussion about what you heard during the service 
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● Our building will be open, starting this week, for small groups (less than 25) such as Mending the 

Soul and Man Up 

○ It is up to the individual group if they want to meet there or continue via Zoom 

○ Leadership will have basic guidelines available by Tuesday for groups to use while 

opening and closing the building 

The word “building” was used instead of “church” in this update on purpose, the building on 4th Street 

is not the church, we all are. River Hills strives to be prayer saturated, and a united family, we need to be 

that kind of church now more than ever. Remember that there is a virus much more dangerous right 

now than Covid19, and that is disunity. We pray that this trial will bring us closer together than ever. 

Please be praying for each other and us as we maneuver our way through these difficult decisions. We 

love you all. 

If you have any questions regarding this update, please email them to us. 

 

Mile Glenn: firemoose@msn.com 

Dean Wells: dean.wells@outlook.com 

Joel Adams: rhc.joel@gmail.com 

Paul Wallman: pwallman@msn.com 

 

To request use of the building for small groups, please contact Karissa Parrish at the office: 

 

riverhillsoffice@gmail.com | 503-665-5700 
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