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Prelude.......................Il Est Né Le Divin Enfant.................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                             [He is Born, the Divine Christ Child]
                                                 Marcel Dupré                  
Call to Worship & Invocation..........................................Dr. David Hobson

† Hymn of Praise..............“Angels We Have Heard on High”...............No. 238

† Affirmation of Faith.......................No. 888....................Rev. Erik Rasmussen
                                          See Affirmation of Faith on Text Page 

Musical Offering..........The Birthday of a King............Sarah Lerchie, soprano
                                                William H. Neidlinger  

† Congregational Reading....................................................Rev. Derek Joyce
                                                                                                              See congregational reading on Text Page 
‡  
† Gloria Patri 
       Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
       as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡
Joys & Concerns..........................................................................Rev. Derek Joyce

Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer...............................Dr. Ashley Goad
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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† Hymn of Preparation.....................“While Shepherd’s Watch Their Flocks”
                             See Text Insert, Sing to alternate tune: WINCHESTER OLD

† Offertory Prayer............................................................Rev. Erik Rasmussen
 

Musical Offering.................. Silent Night..................Chancel Choir Ensemble
                                                 arr. Craig Courtney                      Robert Cruz, piano

† Doxology .............................................................................VENI EMMANUEL 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;

Praise him, above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

Scripture Reading.........................Luke 2:8-20.......................Dr. Ashley Goad
                                             See scripture reading on Text Page 

Message......................The Shepherds’ Telegram......................Dr. Ashley Goad
How many miles are between Jerusalem & Bethlehem? 

How many days must a sheep used for an offering be kept outside after it  
is born?

What three words does the Temple Priest say after sacrificing the sheep? 

Who was the shepherd boy who became the second king of Israel?

What is the name of the area where the Shepherd’s Field & Tower were 
located? 

What type of clothes did Mary use to wrap Jesus?
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Where did Mary, Joseph, and Jesus go after Bethlehem? 

What “I Am” statement did Jesus use to describe Himself?

Who will you tell about Jesus the Messiah?  
 
Who is the person in your life you have neglected or overlooked?

Will you be the next great evangelist?

† *Hymn of Invitation........... “Go Tell it on the Mountain”...............No. 251
(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction .................................................................................Rev. Derek Joyce

Sending Forth..........O Holy Child of Bethlehem........Chancel Choir Ensemble
                                             FOREST GREEN

Postlude..........................“Fugue and Toccata”.......................Robert Cruz, organ
                                           from Variations on a Noël
                                       [Sing We Now of Christmas]
                                                  Marcel Dupré                    

   

Crucifer: Crawford Chaney; Acolyte: Harrison Chaney
† Those who are able may stand.  ‡ Latecomers may be seated at these times. 
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Hymn of Praise No. 238
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Stanza 1
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Stanza 2
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Stanza 3
Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Stanza 4
See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise;

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
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Hymn of Preparation
“While Shepherd’s Watch Their Flocks”

Sing to alternate tune: WINCHESTER OLD

Stanza 1 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 

And glory shone around. 

Stanza 2 
"Fear not!" said he, for mighty dread 

Had seized their troubled mind. 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

To all of humankind.

Stanza 3
"To you, in David's town, this day 

Is born of David's line 
A Savior, who is Christ the Lord, 

And this shall be the sign.

Stanza 4
"The heavenly babe you there shall find 

To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

And in a manger laid.

Stanza 5
Thus spake the seraph and forthwith 

Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God on high, 
Who thus addressed their song.

Stanza 6
"All glory be to God on high, 

And to the earth be peace; 
Good will henceforth from heaven to earth 

Begin and never cease.
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Hymn of Invitation No. 251
“Go Tell it on the Mountain” 

Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain over the hills and everywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

Stanza 1
While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,

Behold throughout the heavens there shown a holy light. 

Refrain

Stanza 2
The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth,

Rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth. 

Refrain

Stanza 3
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,

And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

Refrain
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Affirmation of Faith
No. 888

Now let us affirm our what we believe with the Affirmation of Faith 
from 1 Corinthians and Colossians on page 888:

Pastor:  
This is the good news

which we have received,
in which we stand,

and by which we are saved:

Pastor and People:  
Christ died for our sins, 

was buried,
was raised on the third day, 

and appeared first to the women,
then to Peter and the Twelve,

and then to many faithful witnesses. 

We believe Jesus is the Christ,
the Anointed One of God,
the firstborn of all creation, 
the firstborn from the dead,

in whom all things hold together,
in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell

by the power of the Spirit.

Christ is the head of the body, the church, 
and by the blood of the cross

reconciles all things to God. Amen.
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Congregational Reading
God did not wait till the world was ready, 

till nations were at peace. 
God came when the Heavens were unsteady 

and prisoners cried out for release.

God did not wait for the perfect time. 
God came when the need was deep and great. 

God dined with sinners in all their grime, 
turned water into wine.

God did not wait till hearts were pure. 
In joy, God came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 

To a world like ours, of anguished shame, 
God came and His Light would not go out.

God came to a world which did not mesh; 
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 

In the mystery of the Word made Flesh, 
the Maker of the stars was born.

We cannot wait till the world is sane, 
to raise our songs with joyful voice. 

For to share our grief, to touch our pain, 
God came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!
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Luke 2:8-20

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 

and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger.

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this child.

And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them 
by the shepherds.

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.


