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First United Methodist Church, Shreveport

Thursday, the Twenty-Fourth of  December  
in the Year of  our Lord 

Two Thousand and Twenty
Half  after Five o’clock in the Afternoon
Half  after Seven o’clock in the Evening

Christmas Eve
Service of  Holy Communion
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Pre-Service Music (5:10pm & 7:10pm)

The Wexford Carol..................................arr. Robert Cruz...................................Liesl Cruz, alt
                                                          Robert Cruz, piano

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly................arr. Michael Burkhardt...............Hannah Hobson, oboe
                                                  E. Ray Peebles, organ

This is Love with Come Thou Long Expected Jesus.......................Dr. Janani Sridhar, soprano
                                                 arr. Dan Galbraith                                  Robert Cruz, piano

(5:30) Greensleeves....................R. Vaughan Williams.................John-Henry Crawford cello
                                                  E. Ray Peebles, organ

(5:30) I Wonder as I Wander....................John Jacob Niles.................Laura Crawford, violin
                                                  E. Ray Peebles, organ

(7:30) In the Bleak Mid-Winter...................arr. Alison Beck.................Elizabeth Beck, violin
                                                  Alison Beck, piano

(7:30) Carol of the Bells.........................arr. Alison Beck.........................Elizabeth Beck, violin
                                                  Alison Beck, piano

Prelude.........................“Noël Huron” from Deux Noëls ................... E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                           Denis Bédard 
                                                                                     

Call to Worship & Invocation .............................................................Dr. Ashley Goad

† Hymn ............................................“O Come, All Ye Faithful” .................................. No. 234

First United Methodist Church
Celebration of Worship  — Christmas Eve — December 24, 2020

Stanza 1
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him,
 O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
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† Christmas Greeting (said responsively)  Dr. Ashley Goad

The angel appeared to the shepherds telling them not to be afraid, 
because they had good news which would bring great joy to all people.

This very day, in David’s town, a Savior was born, Christ the Lord. Hallelujah!
We, too, come together to experience the joy of Christ’s birth.  
May this joy continue in our hearts.

Stanza 2
True God of true God, 

Light from Light Eternal, 
Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Stanza 3
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Stanza 6
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

 Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.



4

Let us rejoice! Let us rejoice and share the good news of His birth. Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth, peace, goodwill toward all through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle

(5:30) ........................................................................................................Dr. Pat Day & Family

(7:30) .......................................................................................... Chris, Ashley & Kit Harbuck

 The white candle signifies the pure life of Christ; 
 the flame is the symbol of Christ, the light of the world. 

Prayer of Dedication (in Unison).......................................................... Rev. Derek Joyce
O Father, we yearn for the simple beauty of Christmas. We are not worthy to be the receivers of your 
greatest gift, the Christ Child. We take this time to humble ourselves before you. We confess our love 
and devotion to you has not always been as warm or sincere or real as it should have been. We ask 
your forgiveness for our mistakes and our failure to follow you. But now, on this Christmas Eve, we 
ask your blessings, that we might experience anew the birth of your Son. Amen.

Musical Offering (5:30)....................Gesu Bambino.. ..................Laura Crawford, violin
                                                                         Pietro Yon                John-Henry Crawford, cello

Musical Offering (7:30)..................Mary, Did You Know? ..........Elizabeth Beck, violin
                                                                         arr. Alison Beck               Alison Beck, piano

Scripture Lesson...........................Luke 2:1-14...............................Rev. Erik Rasmussen

Musical Offering..................Christmas Lullaby ........................Chancel Choir Ensemble
                                                              John Rutter 

Pastoral Prayer ...........................................................................................Rev. Derek Joyce

Scripture Lesson.........................................Matthew 2:7-12 .............................Dr. Pat Day

Message..............................................The Best Gift Ever ........................................ Dr. Pat Day

Invitation to Holy Communion ................................................................... Dr. Pat Day
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Words of Assurance and Great Thanksgiving (said responsively)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Prayer of Consecration

Breaking of the Bread and Blessing of the Cup

Musical Offering......................O Holy Night ....................... Dr. Janani Sridhar, soprano
                                                            Adolph Adam     
The Lighting of the Candles Dr. Pat Day

As we sing Silent Night together, we will dim the lights and Dr. Day will light the candles 
of the ushers gathered at the Altar. The ushers will then light the candles of those nearest the 
aisle in each row. The first person in each row will light the person’s candle next to them, and 
so on, until all the candles have been lit. Please remember: keep the lighted candle upright 
to prevent spilling hot wax, and tip the unlighted candle towards it to light it. Please extin-
guish the lit candles and place them in the receptacles as you leave.

Hymn.......................“Silent Night” (please stand for the last stanza)......................no. 239

Stanza 1
Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Stanza 2
Silent night, holy night, 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

Stanza 3 
Silent night, holy night, 

Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Stanza 4
Silent night, holy night, 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!
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† Benediction .............................................................................................. Rev. Derek Joyce

† Choral Benediction........“Hallelujah” from Messiah .............Chancel Choir Ensemble  
                                             G.F. Handel 

Postlude ....................“Toccata” from Symphony No. 5.....................E. Ray Peebles, organ                               
                                                Charles-Marie Widor


