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Prelude...............................“Greensleeves”..........................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                        from Four Carol Preludes
                                              arr. Richard Purvis                  
Words of Welcome & Greeting .........................................Dr. David Hobson

Invocation & Call to Worship...........................................Dr. David Hobson

† Hymn of Praise...............“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”................No. 240
                                                                   Stanzas 1 and 3
† Affirmation of Faith.........................No. 881.........................Debby Williams

Lighting of the Advent Candle .................................Steve & Holly Carney
Hollis, Abby, Katie

† Tribute to Dr. Pat Day......................Jerry Montgomery, Church Lay Leader

Musical Offering..I Wonder as I Wander...Mary Grace Humphries, soprano
                                           [Appalachian Carol]           
                                            arr. John Jacob Niles

† Scripture Reading..............I Corinthians 13::4-13.............Debby Williams
                                              See scripture reading on Text Page 
‡  
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† Gloria Patri 
       Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
       as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡
Joys & Concerns....................................................................................Dr. Pat Day

Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer................................Dr. Ashley Goad

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

† Hymn of Preparation......................“Away in a Manger”....................No. 217
                                                                               Stanza 3
† Offertory Prayer....................................................................Dr. Ashley Goad 

Musical Offering.......... Shepherd’s Pipe Carol..........Chancel Choir Ensemble
                                                          John Rutter      
                                  
† Doxology ............................................................................VENI EMMANUEL 

      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture Reading................................John 3:16.............................Dr. Pat Day
                                                    See scripture reading on Text Page 

Message.........................The Gracious Gift of Love..........................Dr. Pat Day
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I. First, when love came down at Christmas it demonstrated that we should 
make love our top priority.

II. Second, when love came down at Christmas it demonstrated that love is 
something you do regardless.

III. Third, when love came down at Christmas it demonstrated the we 
should reach out and give a loving touch.

IV. Fourth, when love came down at Christmas it demonstrated that if you 
want to be loved you must first love.

V. Finally, when love came down at Christmas it demonstrated that you must 
be willing to sacrifice for those you love.

† *Hymn of Invitation........ “Love Came Down at Christmas”...........No. 242
(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction .........................................................................................Dr. Pat Day
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Sending Forth.............................See Text Insert...........................Congregation

Postlude.............Toccata on “Il est né,le divin Enfant”.........E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                  [He is Born, the Divine Child]
                                                Denis Bédard                      

  

Crucifer: Gray Howell; Acolytes: Cole Rice, Jack Pou
† Those who are able may stand.  ‡ Latecomers may be seated at these times. 
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Hymn of Praise No. 240
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Stanza 1

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!" 

Stanza 3

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!"
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Hymn of Preparation No. 217
“Away in a Manger”

Stanza 3

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
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Hymn of Invitation No. 242
“Love Came Down at Christmas”

Stanza 1
Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas; 
Star and angels gave the sign.

Stanza 2
Worship we the Godhead, 

Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus, 

But wherewith for sacred sign?

Stanza 3 
Love shall be our token; 

Love be yours and love be mine;
Love to God and all men, 

Love for plea and gift and sign.

Congregational Sending Forth
Happy trails to you,
Until we meet again.
Happy trails to you,

Keep smiling until then.

Who cares about the clouds when we're together?
Just sing a song, and bring the sunny weather.

Happy trails to you,
Until we meet again.
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Affirmation of Faith
No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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I Corinthians 13:4-13
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there 

is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought 

like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 

know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love.
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John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.


