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Prelude...................“Votre Bonté Grand Dieu”..................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                  from Deuxiéme Suitte de noels
      [“Your Goodness Great God” from Second Christmas Suite]
                                            Claude Balbastre                    
Words of Welcome & Greeting .........................................Dr. David Hobson

Invocation & Call to Worship...........................................Dr. David Hobson

† Hymn of Praise...................“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”..................No. 203

† Affirmation of Faith...........................No. 881........................Debby Williams

Lighting of the Advent Candle .................................Neil & Lindsey Lewis
Bennett, Henry, Sarah Kathryn

Musical Offering.....“Noël: Joseph est bien Marié”......Rebecca Vacha, soprano
                                               with Organ Variations                           Liesl Cruz, alto
                                          Marc-Antoine Charpentier                Jeremy Yang, tenor

                                                                           Benjamin McDonald, bass
E. Ray Peebles, organ

 [ Joseph is well betrothed to the daughter of Jesse: 
this thing was very recent, that she would be mother and maiden, God has done well. 

Joseph is well betrothed. When Joseph heard that his woman had conceived: 
he was not contented at all, 

he was pained against Mary, and he wished to go from her. 
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Joseph is well betrothed. But the Angel also told him, “Joseph,” he said to him, “your holy wife, 
Mary, is great with the fruit of life; she has conceived without sin.” 

Joseph is well betrothed. “Change therefore your thinking, and approach in your insolence, 
for by all his strength you shall endure his infancy and serve him with dedication.” 

Joseph is well betrothed.]

† Scripture Reading......................Romans 5:1-8.....................Debby Williams
                                               See scripture reading on Text Page 
‡  
† Gloria Patri 
       Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
       as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡
Joys & Concerns....................................................................................Dr. Pat Day

Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer.................................Dr. Ashley Goad
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

† Hymn of Preparation.....................“What Child is This?”.................No. 219

† Offertory Prayer....................................................................Dr. Ashley Goad 

Musical Offering..............Climb to the Top...............Chancel Choir Ensemble
                                              of the Highest Mountain 
                                                   Carolyn Jennings              
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† Doxology ............................................................................VENI EMMANUEL 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;

Praise him, above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture Reading..............................Luke 2:9-10..........................Dr. Pat Day
                                                    See scripture reading on Text Page 

Message..........................The Gracious Gift of Joy............................Dr. Pat Day

I. First, we can choose to be joyful rather than attempting to be happy.

II. Second, we can choose to be joyful when we allow suffering to produce 
Christ-like character.

III. Third, we can choose to be joyful when we choose a positive perspective - 
an attitude of hope.

IV. Fourth, we can choose to be joyful when we choose to become wounded 
healers for Christ.

V. Finally, we can choose to be joyful when we exercise and develop inner joy.
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     A. An attitude of gratitude

     B. Giving

     C. Service

     D. Sharing Christ with others

† *Hymn of Invitation........................ “Joy to the World”.....................No. 246
(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction .........................................................................................Dr. Pat Day

Sending Forth...........O Holy Child of Bethlehem.......Chancel Choir Ensemble
                                               FOREST GREEN

Postlude................Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella.............E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                             arr. Keith Chapman                        
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Hymn of Praise No. 203 
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

Stanza 1
Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 

To take away transgression, and rule in equity.

Stanza 2
He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong; 
To help the poor and needy,  and bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight. 

Stanza 3
He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; 

Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth. 
Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go, 
And righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow.

Stanza 4
To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 

The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 
His name shall stand forever; that name to us is love.
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Hymn of Preparation No. 219
“What Child is This?”

Stanza 1
What child is this who, laid to rest, 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

Refrain
This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 

The babe, the son of Mary.

Stanza 2
Why lies he in such mean estate  
Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

Refrain

Stanza 3
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

Come, peasant, king, to own him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Refrain
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Hymn of Invitation No. 246
“Joy to the World”

Stanza 1
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

Stanza 2
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy; repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

Stanza 3
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found;  
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

Stanza 4
He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
And wonders, and wonders of his love.
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Affirmation of Faith
No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Romans 5:1-8

Peace and Hope
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have gained access by faith into this 

grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope 
of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in 

our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because 

God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 
person someone might possibly dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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Luke 2:9-10

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 

the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news that will cause great joy for all the people.


