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Prelude................................Ronde Française.........................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                  Leon Boëllman           
Words of Welcome & Greeting ............................................Dr. Ashley Goad

Call to Worship & Invocation...............................................Dr. Ashley Goad

† Hymn of Praise................“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”...............No. 117

† Affirmation of Faith.........................No. 881..........................Debby Williams

Baptism.... .............. Mary Collins Ann Stevenson................No. 39, Dr. Pat Day
      presented by her parents Mr. & Mrs. Edward Russell Stevenson, Jr.

Congregational Response: With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live 
according to the example of Christ. We will surround these persons with a community 
of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their service to others. We will pray for 
them that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.

Musical Offering...Love Divine, All Love Excelling.....Sarah Lerchie, soprano
                                                   Sir John Stainer                           Jeremy Yang, tenor

† Scripture Reading..................Matthew 17:14-23................Debby Williams
                                                See scripture reading on Text Page 
‡  
† Gloria Patri 
       Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
       as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡

First United Methodist Church
Celebration of Worship – Ninth Sunday After Pentecost - August 2, 2020



2

Joys & Concerns....................................................................................Dr. Pat Day

Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer.................................Dr. Ashley Goad
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayer Response.................Precious Lord, Take My Hand..................Wesleyans
                                                        Thomas A. Dorsey                                      
† Offertory Prayer ...................................................................Dr. Ashley Goad

Musical Offering...............This is My Father’s World.................Liesl Cruz, alto
                                                         arr. Roy Ringwald                                Wesleyans

† Doxology .......................................................................................................No. 94 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

      Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose
      power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Scripture Reading...........................Acts 27:21-32..........................Dr. Pat Day
                                                   See scripture reading on Text Page 

Message...............................Anchors in the Storm..............................Dr. Pat Day

I. The first anchor was the presence of the Lord. “The angel of the Lord stood 
beside me.” (vs. 23)
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II. The second anchor was the anchor of faith. “Do not be afraid.” (vs. 24

III. The third anchor was the anchor of a sense of destiny. “Paul, you must 
stand trial before Caesar.” (vs. 24b)

IV. The final anchor was the anchor of prayer. “They dropped four anchors 
from the stern and prayed for daylight.” (vs. 29)

† *Hymn of Invitation................. “Jesus, Lover of My Soul”................No. 479
(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction .........................................................................................Dr. Pat Day

Sending Forth.............May the Grace of Christ Be with You..............Wesleyans
                                                              arr. Dale Wood     
                 
Postlude.............Fugue in G Major [BWV 541]..............E. Ray Peebles, organ 
                                       Johann Sebastian Bach             

There will be a Called Charge Conference of the Church Council on Sunday, August 
9th at 12 noon in the Sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting is to vote on Maddie 

Russo as she continues toward becoming a certified candidate in the United Method-
ist Church. She has already met with the Staff-Parish Relations Committee and the 

Executive Team but there must be a vote by the Church Council.
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Hymn of Praise No. 117 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home!

Under the shadow of thy throne, still may we dwell secure; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting, thou art God, to endless years the same.

A thousand ages, in thy sight, are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night, before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears all who breathe away; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come; 
Be thou our guide while life shall last, and our eternal home.
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*Hymn of Invitation No. 479 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul”

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high. 

Hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven  guide; O receive my soul at last. 

Other refuge have I none, hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee I bring; 

Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, art all I want, more than all in thee I find; 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind. 

Just and holy is thy name, I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am; thou art full of truth and grace. 

Plenteous grace with thee is found, grace to cover all my sin; 
Let the healing streams abound, make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take of thee; 
Spring thou up within my heart; rise to all eternity.
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Affirmation of Faith
No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Matthew 17:14-23

Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy

When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before 

him. “Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering 

greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. I brought him to your 

disciples, but they could not heal him.”

“You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I 

stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 

Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed at 

that moment.

Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t we 

drive it out?”

He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith 

as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 

there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 

Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time

When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, “The Son of Man is 

going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and on the 

third day he will be raised to life.” And the disciples were filled with grief.
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Acts 27:21-32

After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them 

and said: “Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; 

then you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss. But now 

I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; 

only the ship will be destroyed. Last night an angel of the God to whom 

I belong and whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, 

Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given 

you the lives of all who sail with you.’ So keep up your courage, men, for I 

have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me. Nevertheless, we 

must run aground on some island.”

The Shipwreck

On the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the Adriatic 

Sea, when about midnight the sailors sensed they were approaching 

land. They took soundings and found that the water was a hundred and 

twenty feet deep. A short time later they took soundings again and found 

it was ninety feet deep. Fearing that we would be dashed against the 

rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and prayed for daylight. 

In an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down 

into the sea, pretending they were going to lower some anchors from the 

bow. Then Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men 

stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.” So the soldiers cut the ropes 

that held the lifeboat and let it drift away.


