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Prelude.........................This is My Father’s World.......................E. Ray Peebles, organ

                                                   arr. Diane Bish                                        

Words of Welcome & Greeting .................................................Dr. David Hobson

Call to Worship & Invocation..............................................................Dr. Hobson

† Hymn of Praise........................“This Is My Father’s World”........................No. 144

† Affirmation of Faith.................................No. 881..................................Dr. Hobson

Baptism........................ Mary Collins Ann Stevenson........................No. 39, Dr. Day

            presented by her parents Mr. & Mrs. Edward Russell Stevenson

Musical Offering.......................Wayfaring Stranger......................Gary Elam, tenor

                                                                      Burl Ives                

† Scripture Reading........................Acts 26:19-29.........................Debby Williams

                                                   See scripture reading on Text Page 

‡  
† Gloria Patri 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡
Joys & Concerns..........................................................................................Dr. Pat Day
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Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer.......................................Dr. Ashley Goad
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayer Response.....................Surely the Presence of the Lord......................Wesleyans

              WOLFE
† Offertory Prayer .........................................................................................Dr. Goad

Musical Offering................Praise to the Lord, the Almighty......................Wesleyans
                arr. Hugo Distler                      

† Doxology ................................................................................................................No. 94 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

      Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose
      power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Scripture Reading................................Romans 8:35-39................................Dr. Day
                                                         See scripture reading on Text Page 

Message..................................What It Takes to Survive....................................Dr. Day

I. First, survivors have indomitable will to overcome the challenges of life.

II. Second, survivors have a purpose that enables them to overcome the 
challenges of life.
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III. Third, survivors have a process for dealing with negative emotions in a 
healthy way.

IV. Fourth, survivors have a Christ-like attitude that enables them to overcome 
the challenges of life.

V. Finally, survivors learn from and lean on others who have overcome similar 
challenges of life.

† *Hymn of Invitation........................ “Faith of Our Fathers”......................No. 710
(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction ........................................................................................................Dr. Day

Sending Forth..................May the Grace of Christ Be with You.................Wesleyans

                                                                   arr. Dale Wood       

               
Postlude.......................................Toccata......................................E. Ray Peebles, organ

                                                    Eugène Gigout

Crucifer: Sophie Lee; Acolytes: Grace Byrd, Karis Nix
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Hymn of Praise No.144 

"This Is My Father's World"

This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears

all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.

This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father's world, the birds their carols raise,

the morning light, the lily white, declare their maker's praise.

This is my Father's world:he shines in all that's fair;

in the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father's world. O let me ne'er forget

that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.

This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad?

The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! God reigns; let the earth be glad!
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Hymn of Invitation No. 710
 "Faith of Our Fathers"

Faith of our fathers, living still, 

in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword; 

O how our hearts beat high with joy 

whene'er we hear that glorious word! 

Refrain:
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death. 

Faith of our fathers, we will strive

 to win all nations unto thee; 

and through the truth that comes from God,

We all shall then be truly free

[Refrain] 

Faith of our fathers, we will love 

both friend and foe in all our strife; 

and preach thee, too, as love knows how 

by kindly words and virtuous life. 

[Refrain]
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Affirmation of Faith
No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Acts 26:19-29

“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 

First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and 

then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God 

and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. That is why some Jews 

seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But God has helped me 

to this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am 

saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen— 

that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would 

bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.”

At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, 

Paul!” he shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.”

“I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying 

is true and reasonable. The king is familiar with these things, and I can 

speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, 

because it was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the 

prophets? I know you do.”

Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can 

persuade me to be a Christian?”

Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all 

who are listening to me today may become what I am, 

except for these chains.”
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Romans 8:35-39

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine 

or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


