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GrowGrow
Sanctification.  Another big church word.  Simply put, it means to GROW in the holy love and grace of God 
in mind, heart, and action.  To be sanctified is to be holy like God is holy.  Sanctification has always been God’s plan 
for us.  To be sanctified is to be set apart by God from the rest of the world, so set apart that our relationship with God 
shapes all of our decisions.  In Jesus’ prayer for His disciples prior to His crucifixion, He said “I have given them your 
word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  Sanctify them by 
the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  For them I sanctify myself, 
that they too may be truly sanctified.” (John 17:14, 17-19)

To be a true disciple of Christ, it is not enough for us to simply 
accept the saving grace of God, through faith and be forgiven of 
our sins.  In other words, it is not enough to accept God’s free, yet extremely costly, admittance ticket into the 
Kingdom of Heaven and stop there.  Yes, God does love us so much that He seeks us out when we are lost in sin, as 
the Shepherd seeks after the one missing sheep that has strayed from his flock.  It matters not where He finds us, 
how dirty or wounded we are or what we have done.  He loves us anyway!  He lifts us out of the slimy pit, out of the 
mud and mire of our sin, and forgives us for straying from Him.  However, He loves us so much so, that He does not 
desire for us to remain as He found us.  He cleans us up, applies healing balm to our wounds, and nurses us back to 
health.  God wants to transform us though, to make a real change in us, so that we don’t find ourselves in the same 
state of brokenness again, as when we were found.  He desires to transform us so that we can come to be like Him. At 
the time of our rescue/new birth/justification, the Holy Spirit is given to reside within us as a gift that we must also 
receive by faith, the gift of God Himself!  God operates on us in justification and new birth.  God cooperates with us, 
after justification and new birth, to lead us toward holiness.

What does it mean to cooperate with God?  It means to submit to Him as He works 
to change us.  It is not always comfortable.  Sometimes, it may actually be painful as the Spirit works to prune away 
the dead parts of our lives, even some that are living, in order to promote more growth.  Fruit of the Spirit - love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control - begin to develop and grow within 
us as we cooperate with the Spirit’s work.  Throughout this ongoing process, we 
continue to be molded and reshaped into the likeness of Christ.

Let’s     grow together!

G: Get into the Word for yourself!  
Don’t just listen to what others have to say.  Join in with others from a 
Sunday School class or small group to study.  The Bible is the story of 
God’s redemptive love for the world.  “All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.” (2 Timothy 3:16)  

R. Respond to God’s love for you by developing a real    
relationship with Jesus!   

As in any relationship, that means spending time communicating, both 
listening and talking.  Get to know Him.  Practice the presence of God.  

O. Observe and obey His commands!
  Jesus said “If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  
My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love 
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my 
friends if you do what I command.” (John 15:10-14)

W.  Walk in it!   
Do no harm!  Do good!  Stay in love with God!
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