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we’re glad you’re here!
Welcome to Faithlink! This is the Contemporary Worship Service of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport. If you’re here for the first time, 
please fill out a Connect Card and find one of our Ushers, Greeters, or 
Worship Team members so we can welcome you!

what to expect
We worship God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit as One 
Triune God through the following:

• Song—Lift your voices, your hands, and your hearts together in 
praise. We sing contemporary songs and historic hymns that are rich 
in theology and declare the majesty of God’s love.
• Offering—Giving tithes & thanksgiving offerings are a reflection 
of our faithful obedience and our gratitude for God’s provision in  
our lives.
• Scripture—We read scripture—lots of it. We strive to be a people 
of God’s Word, trusting that it is authoritative in leading us to know 
the story of God, and who we are as the people called by God’s name.
• Prayer—We will pray with and for you. Feel free to approach the 
altar and kneel for prayer. Or fill out the prayer request portion on 
the back of a Connect Card and place it in the offering plate.
• Communion—We celebrate at the table of the Lord on the first 
Sunday of each month. All are welcome to participate in this act of 
worship and remembrance. Communion is also served each Sunday 
in Couch Chapel at noon.

our pastors
• Rev. Derek Joyce, Pastor of Contemporary Worship

• Rev. Erik Rasmussen, Associate Pastor

• Dr. R. Pat Day, Senior Pastor

CONNECT WITH US!

Rev. Derek Joyce

SUNDAY 11.29.20

H E R E  C O M E S

“ d e s p e r at i o n ”

Heaven



“HERE COMES HEAVEN: DESPERATION” • REV. DEREK JOYCE SERMON NOTES:

Psalm 137:1-4—Alongside Babylon’s streams, there we sat down, crying because we 
remembered Zion. We hung our lyres up in the trees there because that is where 
our captors asked us to sing; our tormentors requested songs of joy: “Sing us a 
song about Zion!” they said. But how could we possibly sing the LORD’s song on 
foreign soil?

This Psalm is difficult to read in its entirety, because it is overwhelming and stunning 
in its depiction of pain, sorrow, longing, and desperation for things long gone. The 
psalmist sits in a foreign land reflecting on what has been lost, and desperate 
for the city of God. It’s a desperation many feel these days. Things are not right, 
not as they should be. It’s as if we are in a foreign land, remembering what we 
have lost. And our desperation for God’s restoration increases. We cannot dismiss 
this feeling, this emotion, this reality, for it is the beginning of advent, and it is 
appropriate. It is a season where we recognize with greater clarity the brokenness 
of the world, and yearn for the healing presence of God to come among us. Our 
desperation can actually be a catalyst to experience the dawning of a new heaven. 
Church, open your eyes, ears, hearts and minds, and don’t miss it… for here comes 
heaven.

ORDER OF WORSHIP:
Welcome!
“This Is Amazing Grace” by Phil Wickham
Advent Reading & Prayer
“Fullness” by Elevation Worship
“King of Kings” by Hillsong Worship
“Here Comes Heaven” by Elevation Worship
Message
“Messiah” by Phil Wickham
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
Offering as exiting

READY TO JOIN OUR FIRST SHREVEPORT FAMILY?
If you’re curious about what membership means and want to meet with one of our pastors 
before deciding, please contact our front desk at 424-7771 for more information. 

Next Steps:
If you’d like to know more about connecting within the church, please fill out a Connect Card. 
We would love to help you get involved at First Shreveport!

For Announcements and other Upcoming Activities:
Grab a copy of the First Weekly or The Columns located at any of the entryways or visit 
firstshreveport.org for further events and updates.

Childcare: 
Childcare for infants through 4 years is available on Sundays from 8:15am-12:15pm in 
the Children’s Ministry Center (CMC). The CMC is down the hall and down the left set of 
stairs from the Emmett Hook Center. There is a sign that says “Children’s Ministry Center” 
outside of this stairwell. Outdoor access to the Children’s Ministry Center is located on the 
corner of Douglas and Milam Streets.

COMMUNITY PRAYER
HOSPITALIZED: William Towery

DISCHARGED: Sue Towery


