
we’re glad you’re here!
Welcome to Faithlink! This is the Contemporary Worship Service of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport. If you’re here for the first time, 
please fill out a Connect Card and find one of our Ushers, Greeters, or 
Worship Team members so we can welcome you!

connect with us! 
• Text VISIT 318-414-8707 if you’re a new member or visitor. 
• Text GIVE to 318-414-8707 to set up your tithing online.
• Text PRAYER to 318-414-8707 to request prayer.

what to expect
We worship God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit as One Triune 
God through the following:

• Song—Lift your voices, your hands, and your hearts together in 
praise. We sing contemporary songs and historic hymns that are rich 
in theology and declare the majesty of God’s love.
• Offering—Giving tithes & thanksgiving offerings are a reflection 
of our faithful obedience and our gratitude for God’s provision in  
our lives.
• Scripture—We read scripture—lots of it. We strive to be a people of 
God’s Word, trusting that it is authoritative in leading us to know the 
story of God, and who we are as the people called by God’s name.
• Prayer—We will pray with and for you. Feel free to approach the altar 
and kneel for prayer. Or fill out the prayer request portion on the back 
of a Connect Card and place it in the offering plate.
• Communion—We celebrate at the table of the Lord on the first 
Sunday of each month. All are welcome to participate in this act of 
worship and remembrance. Communion is also served each Sunday in 
Couch Chapel at noon.

our pastors
• Rev. Erik Rasmussen, Pastor of Contemporary Worship

• Dr. Steven Bell, Senior Pastor

318.424.7771 Maddie Russo
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vital signs
Attendance: Week of August 7, 2022

Traditional worship, 8:30 ................................................................118
Traditional worship, 11:00 ..............................................................249
FaithLink worship ...........................................................................157 
Palabra Viva worship services, combined.........................................215
Total worship attendance: .........................................................739
Total Sunday School attendance, all ages .......................................352

YOU
FOR  IT!ASKED

“FORGIVENESS”

Contributions
Week Ending 

08.07.22 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal      $73,736 $73,736 $2,130,145

Received $66,429 $66,429 $2,294,557

Over/(Under) ($7,307) ($7,307) $164,412



“YOU ASKED FOR IT: FORGIVENESS” •  MADDIE RUSSO

SERMON NOTES:

Matthew 18:21-22 CEB “Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times should I forgive my 

brother or sister who sins against me? Should I forgive as many as seven times?” Jesus 

said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-seven times.”

For many of us, forgiveness is something we avoid or run from. Forgiveness is difficult. It 

seems against our human nature. There is something in us that wants to see justice being 

done - punishment or payback distributed. An eye for an eye… It is much easier to turn our 

backs, protect ourselves, and not forgive others. 

But what does the Bible say about forgiveness? As Christians, are we called to more? Called 

to a different, transformed way of living? Does God want more for us? God is encouraging 

us to live beyond our limitations and feelings - to move in more divine ways, than human 

ways. To forgive, as we have been forgiven.

WORSHIP SONGS FOR TODAY:
“Chainbreaker” by Zach Williams
“Extravagant” by Bethel Music
“Tremble” by Mosaic MSC
“Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)” by Chris Tomlin

READY TO JOIN OUR FIRST SHREVEPORT FAMILY?
If you’re curious about what membership means and want to meet with one of our pastors 
before deciding, please contact our front desk at 424-7771 for more information. 
Childcare: 
Childcare for infants through 4 years is available on Sundays from 8:15am-12:15pm in 
the Children’s Ministry Center (CMC). The CMC is down the hall and down the left set of 
stairs from the Emmett Hook Center. There is a sign that says “Children’s Ministry Center” 
outside of this stairwell. Outdoor access to the Children’s Ministry Center is located on the 
corner of Douglas and Milam Streets.

MINISTRY MOMENT: 
MISSION PARTNERS 
RETREAT IN ITALY
Our Global Partners in Ministry 
gathered in Italy for their first 
ever retreat. Though many 
were meeting in person for 
the first time, it felt as if we 
were in the midst of a family 
reunion! Times of prayer, 
worship, and communion 
left each missionary family 
refreshed and renewed, and ready for their next season of ministry. Thank you, FUMC, for 
making this retreat happen!

COMMUNITY PRAYER
RECOVERING: Tim Sanders, Sara Burris, Grady Golden, Bettye Tullis
HOSPICE: Fred Dozier, Melvin Simmons
SYMPATHY is extended to Bill Fullerton in the death of his wife, Pat Fullerton; and to Donna 
Lynn in the death of her nephew, Bruce Lynn, Jr.


