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Truth - that which is in accordance with fact or reality. 

Relativism - the doctrine that knowledge, truth, and morality exist in relation to culture, society, or historical 
context, and are not absolute. 

How do we define Love? (When Helping Hurts)

Romans 12:1-2 NIV

UMC’s belief’s about the Bible - Our standards affirm the Bible as the source of all that is “necessary” and 
“sufficient” unto salvation (Articles of Religion) and “is to be received through the Holy Spirit as the true rule 
and guide for faith and practice” (Confession of Faith).

What is our source for Truth?

Quadrilateral -   Scripture, Reason, Tradition and Experience

Adam Hamilton’s change of Heart

What are the two competing beliefs about homosexuality?

Denomination -   a subgroup of a religion with a common name, theology and practice

What is the UMC approach?   Big Tent Approach (possible that this changes)

 1. What do you believe God is guiding you to understand in the realm of Human Sexuality?

 2.  What affect does this belief have on our future affiliation?
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¶ 2556 –Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation and Restructuring (bolded emphasis are mine)

 1. Background a) Preamble—After careful reflection, discussion, and prayer, The United 
Methodist Church and its members acknowledge fundamental differences regarding our understanding 
and interpretation of Scripture, our theology, and our practice. The February 2019 Special Session of the 
General Conference did not resolve our differences related to the full participation of LGBTQ persons in the life 
of the Church. The United Methodist Church is at an impasse, individual members as well as the Church at 
large have been injured, and the Church’s witness and mission are being impeded. The United Methodist 
Church has a deep desire to fulfill our long-stated mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. The United Methodist Church is committed to recognizing, respecting, and protecting the rights 
and personal dignity of every person, including people of all races, sexual orientations, genders, national origins, 
ages, and social classes. A group of leaders, comprising various constituencies of the Church, came together in 
an effort to reach a gracious and dignified resolution of the impasse, and agreed to a Protocol of Reconciliation 
and Grace Through Separation. They proposed restructuring and separation as the best means to resolve our 
differences, making provisions for The United Methodist Church to move forward as two or more separate entities, 
each of which remains true to its theological understanding while recognizing the dignity, equality, integrity, and 
respect of every person. This proposal was crafted in recognition of the regional contexts and divergent 
points of view within the global United Methodist Church and as a faithful step that maintains the possibility 
of continued cooperation around matters of shared mission and interest, enabling each of us to live out our faith 
authentically. The General Conference agrees with these principles and enacts this new paragraph to implement 
the recommendations made in the Protocol. The alternatives to implementing the Protocol in its final 
negotiated form are likely to result in further conflict, loss of churches and members, and litigation, all 
of which have occurred in other denominations dealing with similar conflicts. We envision a new future for 
the people of The United Methodist Church to avoid further harm to one another, including Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Queer United Methodists and their families and friends, as well as further harm to the church 
universal and to those with whom we strive to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We seek to move away from the 
caustic atmosphere that has often marked conversation in The United Methodist Church and to move into 
a new season where we set one another free as we send each other into our respective mission fields to 
multiply our witness for Christ. We envision an amicable separation in The United Methodist Church that 
would provide a pathway to new denominations of the Methodist movement and a restructuring of The 
United Methodist Church. These new denominations, though separate, will continue the rich heritage of 
the Methodist movement, while being free to share their respective witnesses for Christ unhindered by 
those with whom they have been in conflict. We envision the post-separation United Methodist Church will 
strive to create a structure of regional conferences to facilitate ministry adaptable to regional contexts, and we 
further envision that the post-separation United Methodist Church will repeal the Traditional Plan and 
remove all other restrictive language related to LGBTQ persons. Not all traditional United Methodists may 
choose to separate from The United Methodist Church and join a New Methodist Denomination. We envision the 
Post-Separation United Methodist Church will strive to be a place where traditional United Methodists can continue 
to serve. As any separation occurs, we will release one another through the terms of this Protocol to joyful 
obedience to Christ’s call on our lives.


