
During this period of discernment we have entered into as a body of believers, we have been 
called to meditate, pray, and come together in discussion to seek God’s will for the future 
pathway of First United Methodist Church Shreveport. This discernment is to determine if First 
UMC is led to remain a part of a strongly divided UMC in the United States. This division is 
centered around the issue of ordination of practicing homosexual clergy and the marriage of 
active homosexual “couples”. But in truth, the issues are broader than that, and include such 
principles of faith as belief in One God, the Virgin birth, total faith in Jesus as the only way to 
salvation, the sanctity of life after conception, the acceptance of the Holy Bible as the true, 
definitive, authoritative, and final Word of God to the world, and more. These core beliefs are 
incorporated into the Methodist Book of Discipline as it currently stands. Each member of 
FUMC must decide where they stand on these issues, individually, and then as a corporate 
body. Then we must decide to stay a part of the UMC, or not. 


I had already been seeking God’s guidance on this same issue before FUMC entered the 
current discernment. I suppose most of you who read this have as well. We have all been 
touched by the current issues in one way or another. In the last several years, I have tried to 
understand the problems, studying what God’s Word has to say. I followed this up by reading 
material focused on the issues, and discussing the issues with Christian friends and other 
individuals. 


This personal discernment brought me back to the core of my faith. What do I personally 
believe about my relationship with Christ, His Church, other souls, and Christianity in the form 
and doctrine of the Methodist denomination. The core of my faith is founded on the following 
beliefs:


* Foremost, Jesus Christ is my personal Lord and Savior, and my relationship with Him is one 
of following Him, through The Bible (Matt. 5: 17; John 1; Luke 9:23), through prayer (Matt. 
21:22; John 14: 13-14), and through worship (Is. 25:1; Ps. 150:6; John 4:24; Acts 2: 47-47). 


* Christ saved me from sin, and my response is repentance and thanksgiving. In this body, I 
am not yet free from sin, but must continually seek mercy when I transgress, asking 
forgiveness wholeheartedly, and striving through the Holy Spirit to resist sin in my life.


* I believe “all Scripture is given by the inspiration of God; the written Word of God is the only 
and sufficient rule both of Christian faith and practice; and Christ is the eternal, supreme 
God.”


* I believe “faith lies in doing what God has instructed.”

* I believe “salvation means holiness of heart and life, springing from true faith alone.”

* For me “faith means loving the Lord my God, by His Holy Spirit given to me, with all my heart, 

soul, mind, and strength.”

*  I know “the presence of God in my life through His Holy Spirit brings me love, joy and hope.”

*  I also know “because of God’s grace and love, I desire to ‘love my brother as myself’, 

continuing to pray for him as for my own soul” whenever and wherever I am directed.”

* My “desire is to do the will of Him who loves everyone, being obedient to the law of Christ”

* I strive “to keep God’s commandments with all my might, proportionate to His love, 

presenting myself as a ‘living sacrifice’ to God.”

* I seek to “do all to the glory of God, in the name of Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God 

by Him.”

* I make an effort “to do good to all men, in ministry to body, mind, and soul.”

* I try not “to not be hindered by the customs of this world but instead focus on what is pure, 

lovely, and good; thinking, speaking and acting in worship of the gospel of Jesus in all 
things.”


These are my core beliefs. These correspond with the core beliefs of John Wesley, most of 
which are given in quotes above (as published in his essay, “The Character of a Methodist). 
These beliefs are part of “running the race”, as Paul described it, to the finish line of eternal life.




And in examining these beliefs, I must come to 2 conclusions about the nature of my core 
beliefs, as a Christian, to the current issues confronting our church: the confirming of 
homosexual unions and the ordinal acceptance of homosexual clergy in the church. First, 
homosexuality is a sin as defined in Scripture and not to be condoned or promoted. There are 
many sins described in Scripture. I have the same belief about them. And second, because I 
accept Scripture wholeheartedly “as the only and sufficient rule both of Christian faith and 
practice”, I do not believe it or any other sin should be considered okay as a lifestyle. In or 
outside of the church. Our current discipline is clear on this, and we should adhere to it as it is, 
or take action to insure our church does not stray from this or any other key principles of our 
historic faith.


Finally, to those who may think I am being too harsh, I want you to know that I fully believe in 
agape love for others. I have personally been in many small fellowship groups and prayed for 
those struggling with this and other issues. I believe I must “love my brother as myself” and 
that means accepting and loving any who come to Christ seeking forgiveness and the love of 
Christian fellowship. In my mind and heart, our doors at First Methodist should be and are 
open to those who are lost and in need of the Savior’s healing touch. We, as people of faith, are 
always called to love our neighbors as demonstrated by the compassion of the Good 
Samaritan, just as Christ loves us. This love is not in conflict with the desire to stand with a 
church that applies key principles of faith as reflected in the current Discipline (and all that 
implies), rather, it is in agreement with it.  


I do not at this time believe, nor have I seen any evidence to the contrary, that the current UMC 
hierarchy intends to enforce the current Book of Discipline. In fact, with the loss of many US 
UMC traditional churches, it appears likely that the Book of Discipline will be revised to reflect 
current cultural attitudes, not maintained to uphold core Christian beliefs. I now believe our 
church cannot risk being a part of a denominational affiliation that disregards the traditional 
principles of faith reflected in the current Discipline. As stated in our “Intro and Overview” 
meetings held September 7 - 11, over 1000 traditional Methodist churches believe this as well.


In Christ, 

Cory Ezelle


