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You can’t be a Christian alone!  Do you believe that statement?  Jesus said, “Where 

two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them” (Matt. 18:20).  Jesus calls us into 

community, into relationship with others as well as with Himself and with His Father and Our Father.

When we’re adopted as children of God, we gain millions of spiritual siblings who are called to live 

by the Spirit and make the journey of spiritual growth and development into disciples.  Not all do so.  

Some remain “mere infants in Christ,” worldly still.  The Apostle Paul describes their behavior as filled 

with “jealousy and quarreling among you” like “mere humans” (1 Cor. 3: 3). There comes a time when 

our relationship with God must mature and lead us to deeper waters of love and service to God and  

other people.

One of the key ways this spiritual maturity occurs is through koinonia.  Koinonia (Christian community) 

is the Greek word in the New Testament for the caring, grace-filled fellowship of the Holy Spirit that 

characterized the early church (Acts 2:42-47).  It is the intimate spiritual communion and participative 

sharing in a common religious commitment and spiritual community.

Our koinonia with each other is based on our common koinonia with Christ.  Those who believe the gospel 

are united in the Spirit through Christ to the Father.  That unity is the basis of fellowship.  This relationship 

is described by Jesus in His prayer for His followers.  John 17:22-23 “I have given them the glory that you 

gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to 

complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 

me.”  This complete unity is the oneness that Christians experience in koinonia.  They have oneness with 

one another, with Christ and with the Father.

koinoniakoinonia

Koinonia is the spiritual family in 
which persons are related to God, renewed 
in spirit, and re-formed by grace and 
discipline in the likeness of Jesus Christ in 
true righteousness and holiness (Eph. 4:24; 
Col. 3:10). 
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The unity and diversity within the church enriches the church community, equipping people in the church for righteousness to glorify 

Christ and to spread the news of His love and salvation that extends to all people.  Whenever Scripture describes the life of a disciple, 

it’s in the context of a community of faith.  Jesus did not call just one disciple out of the crowd to follow Him.  Out of the crowd, He 

called out and designated twelve apostles.  The Twelve were ordinary men, including four fishermen, a Zealot, and even a tax collector!  

Yet, they were chosen to follow Him, live with Him, be taught by Him, imitate Him, obey Him, and be sent out to preach and to heal, 

all while learning to love and live in peace with one another. As you can imagine, it wasn’t always pretty!  But the small group became 

the place where Jesus and His disciples cared for one another and where they grew in Christ-likeness.  The small group was where 

Jesus drove His mission of being and building disciples. 

 

The first disciples of Christ and members of this special community:

Worshipped Together
Jesus and His disciples made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem to worship and celebrate Passover during the Festival of 

Unleavened Bread.  The disciples came to Jesus and asked “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat 

the Passover?”  Jesus replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is 

near.  I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house’” (Matt. 26:17b-18).

Prayed Together
Even when Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He gave them plural words:  Our Father, give us this day, forgive us as we 

forgive, lead us, and deliver us.  The wording of the Lord’s Prayer even reminds us that in truth we never pray alone but 

only as disciples joined with others in the mind and heart of Christ.  

Employed Their Gifts for the Common Good, Served Together,  
and Witnessed Together
Jesus didn’t send His disciples out to preach or to heal alone.  At the least, they were sent out in pairs to do the work 

prepared in advance for them to do (Luke 10:1).  Even the task of distributing food to those in need was done by a 

small group full of the Spirit and wisdom (Acts 6:3).

 

Koinonia is one of the actions required to fulfill the mission the risen Lord commanded us as the church, “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19).  The church’s mission is not only to tell the good news but to be that good news.  The church’s 

mission is to be a Christian community for people.  Koinonia is the family of God being realized among us.  Koinonia is life together 

in grace.  It is where people discover grace as a way of life.  If the church does not live in grace, then what witness can we give the 

world?  If the church is not learning how to live in peace, then where can hope be found?

The church’s mission is not to be a showplace for the perfect but a home for real people seeking healing and wholeness – where 

people feel accepted in their weaknesses and strengths, where they are inspired and supported to be new persons.

Koinonia is the spiritual family in which persons are related to God, renewed in spirit, and re-formed by grace and discipline in the 

likeness of Jesus Christ in true righteousness and holiness (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10).  The church alone is in the business of Christian 

formation – helping people know God and mature spiritually. 

Here at FUMC-Shreveport, we are offering several opportunities for koinonia to be further developed.  Attending and participating in 

Wednesday Church Night is an excellent way to step out of the crowd into a smaller setting to experience koinonia.  Being an active 

participant of a Sunday School class or another small group like United Methodist Women, a home group, or a discipleship band 

(more info to come in the near future) are all ways to develop and experience koinonia.

When a person has moved from the crowd to a small group, they have taken another important step in becoming a fully trained 

disciple.  They are now connected relationally and, in an environment, where they can grow and be cared for.  Mature disciples seek 

unity and community with other growing disciples. 

There are many benefits of koinonia.  True Christian fellowship sharpens one another’s faith.  As iron sharpens iron, so one person 

sharpens another (Proverbs 27:17).  It stirs us to exercise that faith in love and good works, all to God’s glory.

The Apostle John says that the purpose of the gospel is to lead people to have koinonia with others and with God and as “we walk 

in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, 

his Son, purifies us from all sin (1 John 1:7).

We live in a world that likes to create islands for individuals to live.  One of the bedrocks of 

our society is the concept of individual rights and benefits.  All of this is fine but if the Church 

is to say anything about discipleship, it must begin by saying that discipleship is dependent on 

relationship with others.  This is non-negotiable.  You cannot be a disciple of Christ alone! 

You don’t get to come and work on your faith journey alone at church.  You don’t get to “be 

fed” at a table set for 1.  No, you leave the world of individualism and come to church 

for a corporate experience wrought with the messiness of being in relationship.  We 

NEED each other!  Christian community – koinonia!  Won’t you join us? 


