
We are a Stephen Ministries caring congregation. If you are in need 
of personal prayer, we have Stephen Ministers available to listen and pray with you. 
A Stephen Minister will be at the altar by the left door at the end of each service. 
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Welcome


We’re so glad you are joining us for  
Worship today!  If you have any questions about Sunday 
morning activities & Worship or you would like more 
information about how you can be involved in the life of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport: 

  • Ask one of our wonderful ushers or volunteers in the  
    Welcome Center. They’d be glad to help!
  • Call the church office at 318.424.7771. We’re open  
     8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Thursday and 8:30am -  
     4:00pm on Friday. 

Ready to Join our First Shreveport Family?
If you’re curious about what membership means and want to 
meet with one of our pastors before deciding, please contact 
our front desk at 424-7771 for more information. 

You may join the church today by profession of faith, transfer 
of membership or reaffirmation of your baptismal vows. Our 
church receives persons from other traditions by transfer. If 
you have been baptized in another denomination, re-baptism 
is not necessary. To join, simply come to the front of the 
church and meet the pastors during the singing of the  
last hymn. 

For Announcements and other  
Upcoming Activities
Grab a copy of the First Weekly or The Columns located at any 
of the entryways or visit firstshreveport.org.

Have a Prayer Request?
We'd love to stand alongside you in prayer! Please share your 
prayer request with us by placing this form in either prayer box 
at the Sanctuary entrance.

Name: ________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

Prayer Request: _________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Would you like our Director of Prayer Ministry to reach out 
to you about this request? ☐ Yes ☐ No

We are glad you’re here. Please sign our register to let us know that 
you’re visiting, so our members can make you feel at home. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, SHREVEPORT
Hospitalized: Mary Cochran, Sylvia Wright, Sue Cady
Sympathy is extended to Catherine Ann Couch & family in the death of her brother, 
Stuart Couch.
The Red Rose near the altar honors those serving in the armed forces at home  
and abroad.
The White Poinsettias under the Cross are given in memory of Mary Edna 
Adams Brossette and Dianne Rose McCollum Brossette by their families.

Joys & Concerns 

Vital Signs 

Contributions

Week Ending 
12.13.20 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal         $199,834 $399,668 $3,855,335

Received $115,326 $217,463 $3,704,698

Over/(Under) ($84,508) ($182,205) ($150,637)

Please remember that in order to receive credit for 2020 all gifts to the church must be dated and postmarked by December 31, 2020.  Thank you.

Memorials & Honorariums

December 20, 2020  • Fourth Sunday of Advent

Connect. Grow. Serve. Lead.

Our Heritage in Stained Glass
“Virgin with lamp”— “Be Ye Also Ready”  Matthew 24:44

In loving memory of Our Idolized Daughter, Maude Lucile Atkins” August 10, 1886 - October 13, 
1910. The center panel in this second window from the front on the right depicts a virgin with a lighted 
lamp., This beautiful window takes on deeper meaning when one realizes that in the central figure the 
artist has incorporated the face of the lovely young woman for whom the memorial was given in 1913.



Celebration of Worship Sermon Notes† Hymn of Preparation........................“Away in a Manger”.......................No. 217
                                                                                   Stanza 3

† Offertory Prayer..........................................................................Dr. Ashley Goad 

Musical Offering............... Shepherd’s Pipe Carol...............Chancel Choir Ensemble
                                                                           John Rutter                                        

† Doxology ......................................................................................VENI EMMANUEL 

      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Scripture Reading.....................................John 3:16.................................Dr. Pat Day
                                                                         See scripture reading on Text Page 

Message.............................The Gracious Gift of Love................................Dr. Pat Day

† *Hymn of Invitation.............. “Love Came Down at Christmas”...............No. 242
(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction ...................................................................................................Dr. Pat Day

Sending Forth...................................See Text Insert................................Congregation

Postlude.................Toccata on “Il est né,le divin Enfant”...............E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                       [He is Born, the Divine Child]
                                                                   Denis Bédard                      

   

Crucifer: Gray Howell; Acolytes: Cole Rice, Jack Pou

† Those who are able may stand.  ‡ Latecomers may be seated at these times. 

Prelude....................................“Greensleeves”.............................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                    from Four Carol Preludes
                                                               arr. Richard Purvis                  

Words of Welcome & Greeting .................................................Dr. David Hobson

Invocation & Call to Worship..................................................Dr. David Hobson

† Hymn of Praise..................“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”....................No. 240
                                                                       Stanzas 1 and 3

† Affirmation of Faith..............................No. 881............................Debby Williams

Lighting of the Advent Candle ........................................Steve & Holly Carney
Hollis, Abby, Katie

† Tribute to Dr. Pat Day..............................Jerry Montgomery, Church Lay Leader

Musical Offering.....I Wonder as I Wander......Mary Grace Humphries, soprano
                                           [Appalachian Carol]           

                                                       arr. John Jacob Niles

† Scripture Reading.................I Corinthians 13::4-13.................Debby Williams
                                                                  See scripture reading on Text Page 
‡  

† Gloria Patri 
       Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
       as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

‡

Joys & Concerns..........................................................................................Dr. Pat Day

Morning Prayer & The Lord's Prayer.......................................Dr. Ashley Goad

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Gracious Gift of Love

John 3:16

I. First, when love came down at Christmas it 
demonstrated that we should make love our  
top priority.

II. Second, when love came down at Christmas 
it demonstrated that love is something you  
do regardless.

III. Third, when love came down at Christmas it 
demonstrated the we should reach out and give a 
loving touch.

IV. Fourth, when love came down at Christmas it 
demonstrated that if you want to be loved you must 
first love.

V. Finally, when love came down at Christmas it 
demonstrated that you must be willing to sacrifice 
for those you love.

Traditional Worship Service: 11:00 am, live telecast on ktbs/abc at 11:00 am

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 20, 2020

 



Hymns
December 20, 2020Hymn of Praise No. 240

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Stanza 1

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!" 

Stanza 3

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!"

Hymn of Preparation No. 217
“Away in a Manger”

Stanza 3

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Hymn of Invitation No. 242

“Love Came Down at Christmas”

Stanza 1
Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, Love divine;

Love was born at Christmas; 

Star and angels gave the sign.

Stanza 2
Worship we the Godhead, 

Love incarnate, Love divine;

Worship we our Jesus, 

But wherewith for sacred sign?

Stanza 3 
Love shall be our token; 

Love be yours and love be mine;

Love to God and all men, 

Love for plea and gift and sign.

Congregational Sending Forth

Happy trails to you,

Until we meet again.

Happy trails to you,

Keep smiling until then.

Who cares about the clouds when we're together?

Just sing a song, and bring the sunny weather.

Happy trails to you,

Until we meet again.



Scripture and Creeds
December 20, 2020

Affirmation of Faith

No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

I Corinthians 13:4-13

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 

is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, 

it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does 

not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 

cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there 

is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part 

disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought 

like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 

put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a 

reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 

know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 

greatest of these is love.

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.


