
We are a Stephen Ministries caring congregation. If you are in need 
of personal prayer, we have Stephen Ministers available to listen and pray with you. 
A Stephen Minister will be at the altar by the left door at the end of each service. 

Mary Boggs
from Candy and Greg Watkins
Carolyn Yancey Smith
from Gregory Panos
Scott Teekell
from Sherry and Forrest Conley
The Eden Family 
Sharon and Robert Swartzbaugh

Evelyn Friday
from Jennifer and Mike Owens
Sandy Shocklee
from Ann and Joey Allen
Baker & Tookie Barr
Margaret Wallace

Senior Pastor: Dr. R. Pat Day • Executive Pastor: Rev. Derek Joyce 
Associate Pastor: Dr. Ashley Goad • Associate Pastor: Rev. Erik Rasmussen • Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry: Dr. Carl E. Rhoads

Director of Music: Dr. David Hobson • Director of Fine Arts: Dr. Will K. Andress • Principal Organist: E. Ray PeeblesTraditional Worship Services: 8:30am & 11:00am, live telecast on KTBS/ABC at 11:00am
FaithLink Contemporary Service: 11:00am • Sunday school: 9:45am

Wesleyan Communion Service: 9:45 – 10:30am, first Sunday of each month in Couch Chapel318.424.7771 office • 318.429.6888 fax • prayer line: 318.429.6898  toll free: 1.888.393.PRAY
www.firstshreveport.org • fumc@fumcshreveport.org

Welcome


We’re so glad you are joining us for  
Worship today!  If you have any questions about Sunday 
morning activities & Worship or you would like more 
information about how you can be involved in the life of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport: 

  • Ask one of our wonderful ushers or volunteers in the  
    Welcome Center. They’d be glad to help!
  • Call the church office at 318.424.7771. We’re open  
     8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Thursday and 8:30am -  
     4:00pm on Friday. 

Have a Prayer Request?
We'd love to stand alongside you in prayer! Please share your 
prayer request with us by placing this form in either prayer box 
at the Sanctuary entrance.

Name: ________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

Prayer Request: _________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Would you like our Director of Prayer Ministry to reach out 
to you about this request? ☐ Yes ☐ No

We are glad you’re here. Please sign our register to let us know that 
you’re visiting, so our members can make you feel at home. 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, SHREVEPORT

Hospitalized: Bill Towery
Discharged: Jack Easterwood
Sympathy is extended to Rob Lindsey & family in the death of his mother,  
Patty Lindsey.
Flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Elizabeth Leigh Bryson from Judge and Mrs Eugene Bryson, Jr. and family.
The Red Rose near the altar honors those serving in the armed forces at home  
and abroad.

Joys & Concerns 

Vital Signs 
Contributions Week Ending 

11.15.20 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal           $57,868 $173,604 $3,339,931

Received $92,463 $232,976 $3,388,161

Over/(Under) $34,595 $59,372 $48,230

Our Heritage in Stained Glass
Christ at Heart’s Door—“Behold, I stand at the door and knock” Revelation 3:20

The fifth window on the right was planned by Lloyd Clanton, only son of T. C. Clanton, in honor of 
his father.  Lloyd died shortly after the window’s installation in 1950, and Mrs. Clanton asked that the 
window be regarded as a memorial to father and son.  This beautiful stained glass rendition of Holman 

Hunt’s “Christ Standing at Heart’s Door is a favorite of many members as Christ holds the lantern 
signifying the “Light of the World.”  The door must be opened from the inside (our hearts) as there is 

no latch or handle on the outside. The quote is completed: “If any man will hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with me.”

Memorials & Honorariums

November 22, 2020  • Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

Connect. Grow. Serve. Lead.



Celebration of Worship Sermon NotesMusical Offering............................The Gift of Love.........................String Orchestra
                                                                     [O Waly, Waly]
                                                                                   arr. John Rutter                      

† Doxology .................................................................................................................No. 94 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

      Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose
      power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Scripture Reading...............2 Chronicles 20:21-22, 26-28.............Rev. Derek Joyce
                                                                   See scripture reading on Text Page 

Message.....................................Blessing Valley.......................................Rev. Derek Joyce

† *Hymn of Invitation................... “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”.................No. 89
(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction ........................................................................................Dr. David Hobson

Sending Forth...........................Sent Forth by God’s Blessing..........................Liesl Cruz

                                                                  THE ASH GROVE                   Dr. David Hobson

Postlude........................“Hornpipe” from Water Music.......................String Orchestra
                                                     George Frideric Handel                        E. Ray Peebles, organ

Crucifer – Gillian Barrett; Acolytes: Elizabeth Corley, Shelby Hamilton

† Those who are able may stand.  ‡ Latecomers may be seated at these times. 

Prelude..................................Adagio in G Minor................................String Orchestra
                                                       Tomaso Albinoni                           E. Ray Peebles, organ

Words of Welcome & Greeting .................................................Dr. David Hobson

Invocation & Call to Worship..................................................Dr. David Hobson
       

† Hymn of Praise.................“Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above”...............No. 96

† Affirmation of Faith..............................No. 887............................Dr. Ashley Goad

Musical Offering....................Sheep May Safely Graze..................String Orchestra
                                                              Johann Sebastian Bach             E. Ray Peebles, organ           

† Scripture Reading...................Numbers 6:22-27......................Dr. Ashley Goad
                                                               See scripture reading on Text Page 
‡  

† Gloria Patri 
       Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
       as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

‡

Joys & Concerns..................................................................................Rev. Derek Joyce

Morning Prayer & The Lord's Prayer.......................................Dr. Ashley Goad

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayer Response.............All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night..............Liesl Cruz
                                                             TALLIS CANON                       Dr. David Hobson

String Orchestra

† Offertory Prayer..........................................................................Dr. Ashley Goad 

Blessing Valley

2 Chronicles 20:21-22, 26-28

Jehoshaphat appointed musicians to play for the 
LORD, praising his majestic holiness. They were to 
march out before the warriors, saying, “Give thanks 
to the LORD because his faithful love lasts forever!” 
As they broke into joyful song and praise, the LORD 
launched a surprise attack against [their enemies]. (v. 
21-22)

On the fourth day they assembled in Blessing Valley, 
where they blessed the LORD. That is why it is called 
Blessing Valley to this day. Then everyone from Judah 
and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat at their head, joyfully 
returned home to Jerusalem because the LORD had 
given them to rejoice over their enemies. They entered 
Jerusalem accompanied by harps, lutes, and trumpets, 
and they went to the LORD’s temple. (v. 26-28)

In this Old Testament story, we see a king of 
Judah lean faithfully into the LORD as they face a 
daunting enemy. We are reminded that worshippers 
are appointed to be on the front line of battle 
against the enemies of God. The LORD moves in 
response to worship, and the people of God arrive 
at the Blessing Valley. If you are overwhelmed, 
feeling surrounded by enemies on all sides, worship 
the LORD today, and watch God move. We hope 
to see you in the Blessing Valley!

Traditional Worship Service: 11:00 am, live telecast on ktbs/abc at 11:00 am

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - November 22, 2020

 



Hymns
November 22, 2020

Hymn of Praise No. 96
“Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above”

Praise the Lord who reigns above and keeps his court below; 

Praise the holy God of love and all his greatness show; 

Praise him for his noble deeds, praise him for his matchless power; 

Him from whom all good proceeds let earth and heaven adore.

Celebrate th’ eternal God with harp and psaltery, 

Timbrels soft and cymbals loud in this high praise agree; 

Praise with every tuneful string; all the reach of heavenly art, 

All the powers of music bring, the music of the heart.

God, in whom they move and live, let every creature sing, 

Glory to their Maker give, and homage to their King. 

Hallowed be thy name beneath, as in heaven on earth adored; 

Praise the Lord in every breath, let all things praise the Lord.

Hymn of Invitation No. 89
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; 

Love divine is reigning o'er us, binding all within its span. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; 

Joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life.



Scripture and Creeds
November 22, 2020

Affirmation of Faith

No. 887

Pastor: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation or distress, or persecution or famine, 

or nakedness or peril or sword?

People: No! In all things we are more than conquerors

through the One who loved us. We are sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our

Lord. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Numbers 6:22-27

The Priestly Blessing

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how 

you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:

“The Lord bless you

    and keep you;

the Lord make his face shine on you

    and be gracious to you;

the Lord turn his face toward you

    and give you peace.”

“So they will put my name on the Israelites, 

and I will bless them.”

2 Chronicles 20:21-22, 26-28

After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to 

the Lord and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they 

went out at the head of the army, saying:

“Give thanks to the Lord,

    for his love endures forever.”

As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against 

the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading 

Judah, and they were defeated.

•••

On the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berakah, where 

they praised the Lord. This is why it is called the Valley of Berakah  

to this day.

Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem 

returned joyfully to Jerusalem, for the Lord had given them cause to 

rejoice over their enemies. They entered Jerusalem and went to the 

temple of the Lord with harps and lyres and trumpets.


