
September 6, 2026  • Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Senior Pastor: Dr. Steven Bell • Executive Pastor: Rev. Matthew Hulbert
Associate Pastor: Rev. Kathy Wafer

Minister of Music: Dr. David Hobson • Associate Director of Music: Dr. Alison Beck • Organist: E. Ray PeeblesTraditional Worship Service: 8:30 & 11:00am, Live Telecast on KTBS/ABC at 11:00am
FaithLink Contemporary Service: 11:00am • Sunday School: 9:45am

Communion Services: First Sunday of each month at 8:30 & 11:00am in the Sanctuary during services;
Each additional Sunday at 9:30am in the Sanctuary & 12:00pm in Couch Chapel. 

318.424.7771 office • 318.429.6888 fax • prayer line: 318.429.6898
www.firstshreveport.com

Vital Signs 
Contributions

Week Ending 
08.30.26 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal      $62,330  $311,650 $2,393,929

Received $52,573 $409,978 $2,501,201

Over/(Under) ($9,757) $98,328 $107,272

Attendance: week of August 30, 2026
Traditional worship, 8:30.................................................................167
Traditional worship, 11:00...............................................................359
Faithlink worship.............................................................................290
Palabra Viva Combined Services.....................................................169
On-line Viewers................................................................................. 55
Total worship attendance:........................................................1040
Total Sunday School attendance, all ages........................................350
Weekly Discipleship Activities..........................................................367
TOTAL Discipleship.....................................................................717

Connect With FMC Shreveport
Visitor Information • Request Prayer • Give Online

Welcome
We’re so glad you are joining us for  
Worship today!  If you would like more information 
about how you can be involved in the life of First Methodist 
Church, Shreveport:

  • Ask one of our wonderful servants in the Welcome Center, 
     located on the ground floor of the
     Education & Administration (E&A) Building.
     They’d be glad to help!

  • Call the church office at 318.424.7771. We’re open  
     8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Thursday and 8:30am -  
     4:00pm on Friday. 

Offertory Announcement:
When giving to the church, please make your checks payable 
to First Methodist Church {of Shreveport, Louisiana}.  We 
remain a tax-exempt church through section 501c (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code.  Thank you for your continued 
financial support of the church.

Ministry Moment 
Church members enjoying their time at the GMC Trinity 
Prayer Workshop held in Storer.  We learned together, 
prayed together, and enjoyed His Presence with us!

Worship Passionately.
Love Extravagantly.

Witness Boldly.

Have a Prayer Request?
We'd love to stand alongside you in prayer! Please share your 
prayer request with us by placing this form in either prayer box 
at the Sanctuary entrance.

Name: ________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

Prayer Request: _________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Would you like our Director of Prayer Ministry to reach out 
to you about this request? ☐ Yes ☐ No

Rehab: Wade Shemwell
Recovering: Jeanie Barrett, Phyllis Dublin, Linda Phillips
Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Bettye Tullis; and to Staci Zeagler 
and family in the death of her aunt, Margie Kostopulos.
Flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in honor of Pat Day 
and Hoyt Bain “the best moving team” from Dr. Charles Rice.

If you would like to give flowers, for use during the worship service, in memory or in 
honor of a loved one, please email Katie Weir at kcwerie@gmail.com. After worship 
services, flowers from the altar are arranged into small bouquets and delivered to 
members who are hospitalized.

The Red Rose near the altar honors those serving in the armed forces at home and abroad. 

James Slater Blewett
from Elizabeth and Mark Eldredge
Robin and Denman Shaffer
Ginger Curry Gulett
from Women of Faith Sunday School Class
Dr. William "Doug" King
from Rebecca and Joe Hogan
Jeanne McNaughton
Mrs. Katherine Woods
from James Gerard 

Pam Foster
from Friendship Sunday School Class

Erin and Eric Kenny
Katie MacMurray
Susan Morgan
Heather Nicholls

WE WELCOME YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL FAITH FAMILY!

Joys & Concerns

Memorials

Honorarium

New Members of FMC-S



Celebration of Worship Sermon NotesMessage............................Finding Confidence in Christ..........................Lee DuCote

The Great Thanksgiving............................No. 731................................Rev. Kathy Wafer 

The Lord’s Prayer.....................................................Congregation (speaks in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

‡

Musical Offering......“God so Loved the World”.....Anna Claire McCann, soprano
                                                 from The Crucifixion                         E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                         John Stainer 

Wesleyan Covenant Prayer............................No. 710...........................Lee DuCote

† Hymn of Invitation.............................“Be Still My Soul”............................No. 346

(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family 
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Reception of New Members............................................................Rev. Kathy Wafer

We rejoice to recognize you as members of Christ’s holy church and bid you welcome to 
the congregation of First Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold 
it by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.

† Benediction ......................................................................................Rev. Kathy Wafer

† Sending Forth.....................................Amen.....................................Ensemble (8:30)
                                                                    John Rutter                            Chancel Choir (11:00)

Postlude.................................Grand Chorus.................................E. Ray Peebles, organ 
                                                               Théodore Dubois 

8:30: Crucifer – Liam Gunter • Acolyte – Addie Leigh Hayes

11:00: Crucifer – Liam Gunter • Acolytes – Alice Brossette and Maddox Ardoin

† Those who are able may stand.  ‡ Latecomers may be seated at these times. 
* If you wish to join the First Methodist Church family, please come forward at this time.
**Children leaving the service for Children’s Chapel may be picked up after the service.

• 3–4 years (8:30 & 11:00): Children’s Ministry Center 
• k5–2nd graders (11:00): Dawson Building, Room 208, behind the Sanctuary

Childcare for infants through 4 years is available from 8:15 to 12:15 in the Children’s Ministry Center. 
From the sanctuary, follow the sign located in the hallway between the sanctuary and the Dawson 
Building. Outdoor access is located on the corner of Douglas and Milam Street.

Welcome & Announcements..........................................................Dr. Will Andress

Prelude..............Prelude on a Communion Mediation...............E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                Théodore Dubois

Invitation, Confession, and Pardon................No. 730..............Dr. Alison Beck

† Hymn of Praise.........“If Thou But Trust the Lord to Guide Thee”...........No. 75 

† Affirmation of Faith.............................No. 693.............................Dr. Will Andress

† Scripture Reading....................Philippians 4:10-13....................Reuben Waters

† Gloria Patri.......................................................................................................No.33

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

‡

Children’s Blessing.....................................................................................Billie Tate

Morning & Offertory Prayer.....................................................Rev. Kathy Wafer

Prayer Response ..............................................................................................No. 299

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Musical Offering......................Forth in Thy Name.......................Ensemble (8:30)      
                                                                 Gordon Young                      Chancel Choir (11:00)

† Doxology ...................................................................................................Traditional

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Traditional Worship Service: 8:30 & 11:00 am, live telecast on ktbs/abc at 11:00 am
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost - September 6, 2026 Finding Confidence in Christ 

Philippians 4:10-13

Where do you get your confidence?

Confidence Killers.

Gaining Confidence through Him.

Scripture Memory Verse 
“Being confident of this, that he who began a good work 

in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” 

— Philippians 1:6




