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Welcome


We’re so glad you are joining us for  
Worship today!  If you have any questions about Sunday 
morning activities & Worship or you would like more 
information about how you can be involved in the life of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport: 

  • Ask one of our wonderful ushers or volunteers in the  
    Welcome Center. They’d be glad to help!
  • Call the church office at 318.424.7771. We’re open  
     8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Thursday and 8:30am -  
     4:00pm on Friday. 
  • Visit www.firstshreveport.org/getconnected

Ready to Join our First Shreveport Family?
If you’re curious about what membership means and want to 
meet with one of our pastors before deciding, please contact 
our front desk at 424-7771 for more information. 

You may join the church today by profession of faith, transfer 
of membership or reaffirmation of your baptismal vows. Our 
church receives persons from other traditions by transfer. If 
you have been baptized in another denomination, re-baptism 
is not necessary. To join, simply come to the front of the 
church and meet the pastors during the singing of the  
last hymn. 

For Announcements and other  
Upcoming Activities
Grab a copy of the First Weekly or The Columns located at any 
of the entryways or visit firstshreveport.org.

Have a Prayer Request?
We'd love to stand alongside you in prayer! Please share your 
prayer request with us by placing this form in either prayer box 
at the Sanctuary entrance.

Name: ________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

Prayer Request: _________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Would you like our Director of Prayer Ministry to reach out 
to you about this request? ☐ Yes ☐ No

We are glad you’re here. Please sign our register to let us know that 
you’re visiting, so our members can make you feel at home. 
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Connect. Grow. Serve. Lead.

Hospitalized: Billie Bauer
Discharged: Joe Snyder, Sylvia Wright
Flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of Bud Storer from Martha Storer and family.
The Red Rose near the altar honors those serving in the armed forces at home  
and abroad.

Joys & Concerns 

Vital Signs 

Contributions

Week Ending 
06.28.20 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal           $70,616 $282,464 $1,875,448

Received $52,181 $284,860 $1,871,954

Over/(Under) ($18,435) $2,396 ($3,494)

Our Heritage in Stained Glass
Christ at Heart’s Door—“Behold,I stand at the door and knock” Revelation 3:30

The fifth window on the right was planned by Lloyd Clanton, only son of T. C. Clanton, in honor of 
his father.  Lloyd died shortly after the window’s installation in 1950, and Mrs. Clanton asked that the 
window be regarded as a memorial to father and son.  This beautiful stained glass rendition of Holman 

Hunt’s “Christ Standing at Heart’s Door is a favorite of many members as Christ holds the lantern 
signifying the “Light of the World.”  The door must be opened from the inside (our hearts) as there is 

no latch or handle on the outside. The quote is completed: “If any man will hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with me.”



Celebration of Worship Sermon NotesPrayer Response......................Eternal Father, Strong to Save.......................Wesleyans
                                                                              MELITA                                      

† Offertory Prayer . .......................................................................................Dr. Goad

Musical Offering....................Precious Lord, Take My Hand......................Wesleyans
                  arr. Roy Ringwald

                     *Ringwald dedicated his arrangement 
                      to Martin Luther King, Jr. after his death in 1968.

                       The adapted text contains allusions to King’s speeches.                      

† Doxology .................................................................................................................No. 94 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

      Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose
      power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Scripture Reading................................Exodus 17:10-15................................Dr. Day
                                                                           See scripture reading on Text Page 

Message............................Restoring the American Dream.............................Dr. Day

† *Hymn of Invitation.................................... “America”..................................No. 697

(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction ..........................................................................................................Dr. Day

Sending Forth.........................................Free at Last......................................Wesleyans
                                                                     arr. Jester Hairston                      

Postlude.........................Now Thank We All Our God...........................Brass Ensemble                                                                        
                                              Sigfrid Karg-Elert/arr. Kevin McChesney              E. Ray Peebles, organ

Prelude...............................Grand Choeur Dialogue.............................Brass Ensemble
                                                      Eugene Gigout/arr. Gary Olson                    E. Ray Peebles, organ

Words of Welcome & Greeting .................................................Dr. David Hobson

Call to Worship & Invocation..................................................Dr. David Hobson

† Hymn of Praise.................................“God of the Ages”...............................No. 698

† Affirmation of Faith.............................No. 881.............................Debby Williams

Musical Offering..............Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor.............Brass Ensemble
                                                                 Irving Berlin/arr. Roy Ringwald        E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                                  [Give me, your tired, your poor, 

                                                      your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
                                                        The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
                                                     Send these, the homeless, tempest tossed to me,
                                                             I lift my lamp beside the golden door.]

† Scripture Reading..................II Chronicles 7:12-16.................Debby Williams
                                                                  See scripture reading on Text Page 

‡  

† Gloria Patri 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

‡

Joys & Concerns..........................................................................................Dr. Pat Day

Morning Prayer & The Lord's Prayer.......................................Dr. Ashley Goad

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Restoring the American Dream

Exodus 17:10-15

I. First, restoring the American Dream involves 

PRIDE in our country.

II. Second, restoring the American Dream involves 

PRINCIPLES that have made our nation great.

III. Third, restoring the American Dream involves 

PRAYER for personal and national renewal.

IV. Fourth, restoring the American Dream involves 

PERSEVERANCE - not quitting until the job  

is finished.

V. Finally, restoring the American Dream involves a 

PASSIONATE involvement in fighting for a  

worthy cause.

Traditional Worship Service: 11:00 am, live telecast on ktbs/abc at 11:00 am

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost - July 5, 2020

 



Hymns
July 5, 2020

Hymn of Praise No. 698
 “God of the Ages”

God of the ages, whose almighty hand 

Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 

Our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 

In this free land with thee our lot is cast; 

Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 

Thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

Be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 

Thy true religion in our hearts increase; 

Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; 

Lead us from night to never-ending day; 

Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 

And glory, laud, and praise be ever thine.

Hymn of Invitation No. 697 
“America”

My country, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrims’ pride, 

From every mountainside let freedom ring! 

My native country, thee, land of the noble free, thy name I love; 

I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture thrills, like that above. 

Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees sweet freedom’s song; 

Let mortal tongues awake; let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong. 

Our fathers’ God, to thee, author of liberty, to thee we sing; 

Long may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light; 

Protect us by thy might, great God, our King.

 



Scripture and Creeds
July 5, 2020

Affirmation of Faith

No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

II Chronicles 7:12-16

The Lord appeared to him at night and said:

“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a  

temple for sacrifices.

“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts 

to devour the land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are 

called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 

their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears 

attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated 

this temple so that my Name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart 

will always be there.

Exodus 17:10-15

So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, 

Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. As long as Moses held up his 

hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, 

the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’ hands grew tired, they 

took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held 

his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands 

remained steady till sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army 

with the sword.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something 

to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will 

completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.”

Moses built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner.


