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Welcome


We’re so glad you are joining us for  
Worship today!  If you have any questions about Sunday 
morning activities & Worship or you would like more 
information about how you can be involved in the life of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport: 

  • Ask one of our wonderful ushers or volunteers in the  
    Welcome Center. They’d be glad to help!
  • Call the church office at 318.424.7771. We’re open  
     8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Thursday and 8:30am -  
     4:00pm on Friday. 
  • Visit www.firstshreveport.org/getconnected

Want a tour of the campus?
Starting Point tours happen the second Sunday of each 
month at 9:45am beginning in the Welcome Center located 
in the Education & Administration Building. Whether you’re 
joining us for the first time or have been considering  
making this your church home, join us as we explore our 
church campus.

Ready to Join our First Shreveport Family?
If you’re curious about what membership means and want to 
meet with one of our pastors before deciding, please contact 
our front desk at 424-7771 for more information. 

You may join the church today by profession of faith, transfer 
of membership or reaffirmation of your baptismal vows. Our 
church receives persons from other traditions by transfer. If 
you have been baptized in another denomination, re-baptism 
is not necessary. To join, simply come to the front of the 
church and meet the pastors during the singing of the  
last hymn. 

Next Steps:
  • Join a small group or study! Contact Erik Rasmussen at  
    erasmussen@fumcshreveport.org or call the church office  
    for more info.
  • Serve with us! For Local and Global service opportunities,    
    email Ashley Goad (Global) at agoad@fumcshreveport.org  
   or Michelle Osborn (Local) at mosborn@fumcshreveport.org. 

For Announcements and other  
Upcoming Activities
Grab a copy of the First Weekly or The Columns located at any 
of the entryways or visit firstshreveport.org.

We are glad you’re here. Please sign our register to let us know that 
you’re visiting, so our members can make you feel at home. 
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Connect. Grow. Serve. Lead.

Vital Signs 

Discharged: Cara Smith
Sympathy is extended to the family & friends of Claudia DiGilormo in her death; to Mary 
Jean Roddey & family in the death of her husband, Bob Roddey; to Hank Hall & family in the 
death of his brother, Monty Hall; to Greg Lolley & family in the death of his mother, Cheryl 
Fink Lolley and to the family & friends of JoAnne Waldron in her death.
The Red Rose near the altar honors those serving in the armed forces at home and abroad.

Joys & Concerns 

Contributions
Week Ending 

04.26.20 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal           $85,884 $343,536 $1,309,104

Received $75,019 $309,951 $1,263,997

Over/(Under) ($10,865) ($33,585) ($45,107)

Myra Beeson
from Harry Hobbs, Jr.
Audrey and Jack Zahm
Keith Davidson
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Drummond
Beth Hayes
Carolyn Dean
Billie Vic Van Hoose
from Mr. Bub Van Hoose
Scotty Dunlop
from Beth Hayes

Jamie Sanders
from Mr. and Mrs. Bob Richardz
Max Edwards
from Carolyn Dean
Carolyn Minder
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Richardz

Memorials

Our Heritage in Stained Glass
Easter Morning—“I go to prepare a place for you,” John 14:3

The exquisite center window on the right proclaims the glory of Easter in its depiction of 
Jesus in the garden speaking to Mary after His Resurrection.  The nail prints are visible 

in His hands.  Note the whiteness of His garment and red of hers—so vivid in the stained 
glass rendition. HALLELUJAH! HE IS RISEN! 



Celebration of Worship Sermon NotesPrayer Response..........................."Celtic Alleluia".................................See Text Below

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

He is the first fruits from death, now are our lives filled with glory!

Darkness vanishes in the light of his power.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

† Offertory Prayer ..........................................................................................Dr. Goad

Musical Offering........................Take My Life......................Dr. David Hobson, bass
                                                  and Let It Be Consecrated
                                                                            Mark Hayes

† Doxology .................................................................................................................No. 94 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 
      Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose
      power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Scripture Reading.................................Romans 5:1-5....................................Dr. Day
                                                                 New Testament, Page 188 in your Pew Bible 

Message.................................Finding Hope in Hard Times.................................Dr. Day

† *Hymn of Invitation....................“Beams of Heaven as I Go”.....................No. 524
                                                                              Stanzas 1, 3-4

(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction .......................................................................................................Rev. Joyce

Sending Forth.......................Grace, Love, and Fellowship.....................Liesl Cruz, alto
                                                                     Tom Fettke                                 Dr. Hobson, bass

Postlude................“God of Grace and God of Glory”.................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                     from Ten Chorale Improvisations
                                                                  Paul Manz

Prelude..................................Paraphrase on..................................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                         “Thine Be the Glory, Risen, Conquering Son”            
                                             Alexandre Guilmant

Words of Welcome & Greeting .....................................................Rev. Rasmussen

Call to Worship & Invocation.......................................................Rev. Rasmussen

† Hymn of Praise.......................“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart".........................No. 160
                                                                       Stanzas 1, 3-5

† Affirmation of Faith...............................No. 885.............................Rev. Rasmussen

Musical Offering.......................Trumpet Tune.......................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                                           David German                             

† Scripture Reading..................................Psalm 130.................................Dr. Goad
                                                                  Old Testament, Page 705 in your Pew Bible 
‡  

† Gloria Patri 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡

Joys & Concerns................................................................................................Dr. Day

Morning Prayer & The Lord's Prayer...................................................Rev. Joyce

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Finding Hope in Hard Times

Romans 5:1-5

I. First, you will find hope in hard times when you expect and 

prepare for adversity, suffering, and testing.

II. Second, you will find hope in hard times when you choose an 

attitude of gratitude and rejoicing rather than resentment.

III. Third, you will find hope in hard times when you 

realize without adversity and testing that there would be no 

preparation for service or spiritual maturity.

IV. Fourth, you will find hope in hard times when you believe 

God is faithful, even when things don't make sense.

V. Finally, you will find hope in hard times when you believe in 

the promise of eternal life.  

Traditional Worship Services: 8:30 am & 11:00 am, live telecast on ktbs/abc at 11:00 am

Fourth Sunday of Easter - May 3, 2020



Hymns and Songs
May 3, 2020Hymn of Praise No. 160 “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”

Stanzas 1, 3-5

Rejoice, ye pure in heart; rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

Your glorious banner wave on high, 

the cross of Christ your King.

Rejoice, rejoice; rejoice, give thanks and sing.

Yes, on through life's long path, still chanting as ye go; 

From youth to age, by night and day, 

in gladness and in woe. 

Rejoice, rejoice; rejoice, give thanks and sing.

At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their heavenly home, 

Jerusalem the blest.

Rejoice, rejoice; rejoice, give thanks and sing.

Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore, 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

one God forevermore.

Rejoice, rejoice; rejoice, give thanks and sing.

Prayer Response “Celtic Alleluia”

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

He is the first fruits from death, 

now are our lives filled with glory!

Darkness vanishes in the light of his power.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Hymn of Invitation No. 524 “Beams of Heaven as I Go”

Stanzas 1, 3 and 4

Beams of heaven as I go, through this wilderness below,

Guide my feet in peaceful ways, turn my midnights into days.

When in the darkness I would grope, faith always sees a star of hope,

And soon from all life’s grief and danger, I shall be free some-day.

Refrain:

 I do not know how long ’twill be, nor what the future holds for me,

 But this I know: if Jesus leads me, I shall get home some-day.

Harder yet may be the fight; right may often yield to might;

Wickedness a while may reign; Satan’s cause may seem to gain.

There is a God that rules above, with hand of power and heart of love;

If I am right, he’ll fight my battle, I shall have peace some- day.

Refrain

I do not know how long ’twill be, nor what the future holds for me,

But this I know: if Jesus leads me, I shall get home some-day.

Burdens now may crush me down, disappointments all around;

Troubles speak in mournful sigh, sorrow through a tear-stained eye.

There is a world where pleasure reigns, no mourning soul shall roam its plains,

And to that land of peace and glory I want to go some-day.

Refrain

I do not know how long ’twill be, nor what the future holds for me,

But this I know: if Jesus leads me, I shall get home some-day.

 


