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Welcome


We’re so glad you are joining us for  
Worship today!  If you have any questions about Sunday 
morning activities & Worship or you would like more 
information about how you can be involved in the life of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport: 

  • Ask one of our wonderful ushers or volunteers in the  
    Welcome Center. They’d be glad to help!
  • Call the church office at 318.424.7771. We’re open  
     8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Thursday and 8:30am -  
     4:00pm on Friday. 
  • Visit www.firstshreveport.org/getconnected

Want a tour of the campus?
Starting Point tours happen the second Sunday of each 
month at 9:45am beginning in the Welcome Center located 
in the Education & Administration Building. Whether you’re 
joining us for the first time or have been considering  
making this your church home, join us as we explore our 
church campus.

Ready to Join our First Shreveport Family?
If you’re curious about what membership means and want to 
meet with one of our pastors before deciding, please contact 
our front desk at 424-7771 for more information. 

You may join the church today by profession of faith, transfer 
of membership or reaffirmation of your baptismal vows. Our 
church receives persons from other traditions by transfer. If 
you have been baptized in another denomination, re-baptism 
is not necessary. To join, simply come to the front of the 
church and meet the pastors during the singing of the  
last hymn. 

Next Steps:
  • Join a small group or study! Contact Erik Rasmussen at  
    erasmussen@fumcshreveport.org or call the church office  
    for more info.
  • Serve with us! For Local and Global service opportunities,    
    email Ashley Goad (Global) at agoad@fumcshreveport.org  
   or Michelle Osborn (Local) at mosborn@fumcshreveport.org. 

For Announcements and other  
Upcoming Activities
Grab a copy of the First Weekly or The Columns located at any 
of the entryways or visit firstshreveport.org.

We are glad you’re here. Please sign our register to let us know that 
you’re visiting, so our members can make you feel at home. 
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Connect. Grow. Serve. Lead.

Vital Signs 

Hospitalized: Cara Smith, Jeannie Echterhoff, Margie Burns
Discharged: Shirley Brown, David Anderson
Sympathy is extended to George Beeson & family in the death of his wife, Myra Beeson.
Congratulations to Caitlyn & Russell Stevenson on the birth of their daughter Mary-Collins Ann 
Stevenson on February 21, 2020. Paternal grandparents are Dr. Bill & Gay Borders.

Joys & Concerns 

Contributions

Week Ending 
03.22.20 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal        $72,153 $288,612 $893,415

Received $72,213 $310,576 $865,205

Over/(Under) $60 $21,964 ($28,210)

Scotty Dunlop
from Velda McCormick
Lynn and Vernon Chance
Tom Epperson
from Barbara and Les Dillahunty
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy C. Allen
Marilyn Van Deelen
from Margaret Wallace

Jamie Sanders
from Marie Sanders
Steve, Holly, Hollis, Abby & Katie Carney
Margaret Wallace
Rebecca Hogan
Mary Anna Adams
Katie and Don Weir

Memorials

The Welcoming Christ—”I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life” John 14:6
The fourth window on the left is a memorial to the Fullilove family.  This is one of two windows reserved 
for families whose members have long records of service to First Methodist dating from the 1800’s.  The 
stained glass window’s center panel depicts Christ with outstretched arms proclaiming, “I am the Way, 

the Truth, and the Life,” words taken from his discourse with his disciples following the Last Supper.  So, 
through the 40 days of Lent He welcomes and encourages us to follow.  



Celebration of Worship Sermon NotesPrayer Response........................."Healer of Our Every Ill"..........................Text Below

Refrain
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow,

Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow.

Verse
You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your way of healing; 

Sprit of compassion, fill each heart.

Refrain
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow,

Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow.

† Offertory Prayer ...............................................................................Rev. Rasmussen

Musical Offering............Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing............Liesl Cruz, alto           
                                               arr. Paul Halley and Theresa Thomason

 † Doxology .............................................................................................................No. 95 
      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Scripture Reading.................................Matthew 6:12-15...............................Dr. Day
                                                                     New Testament, Page 7 in your Pew Bible 

Message...............................The Freedom of Forgiveness..................................Dr. Day

† *Hymn of Invitation...............“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”...............No. 390
(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Benediction .......................................................................................................Rev. Joyce

Sending Forth...............................The Lord’s Prayer..............................Liesl Cruz, alto

                                                                    John Weaver                    Dr. David Hobson, bass

Postlude........................Christ Lag in Todes Banden.....................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                [Christ Lay in Death’s Strong Bands]
                                                            Johann Sebastian Bach

Prelude...........................“Tempo di minuetto”..........................Elizabeth Beck, violin
                                 from Sonata for Violin & Piano #8                   Alison Beck, piano   
                                                        Ludwig van Beethoven

Words of Welcome & Greeting ................................................................Dr. Goad

Call to Worship & Invocation...................................................................Dr. Goad

† Hymn of Praise...................“A Mighty Fortress is Our God"....................No. 110

† Affirmation of Faith.....................................No. 881..................................Dr. Goad

Musical Offering.....................Amazing Grace......................Elizabeth Beck, violin

                                                                    arr. Alison Beck                                  Alison Beck, piano

† Scripture Reading.....................Matthew 18: 21-35...................Rev. Rasmussen
                                                          New Testament, Page 24 in your Pew Bible 
‡ 

† Gloria Patri 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡

Joys & Concerns................................................................................................Dr. Day

Morning Prayer & The Lord's Prayer .................................................. Rev. Joyce

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

And the power, and the glory, Forever, Amen.

The Freedom of Forgiveness

Matthew 6:12-15

I. First, you must see yourself as you really are - a debtor in need 

of God's forgiveness.

II. Second, your forgiveness of others is a condition of your 

ability to receive God's forgiveness.

  

III. Third, the greatest help toward forgiveness of others is your 

remembrance of what it cost God to forgive you.

IV. Finally, when you pray this petition you are asking God to 

help you see the person who has hurt you in a new light.

Traditional Worship Services: 8:30 am & 11:00 am, live telecast on ktbs/abc at 11:00 am
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Hymns and Songs
March 29, 2020Opening Hymn: 

Hymn of Praise No. 110 “A Mighty Fortress is our God”

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
Our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 
This craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 

Were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God's own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same, 

And he must win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure; 

One little word shall fell him. 

That word above all earthly powers, 
 no thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours, thru him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 

The body they may kill; God's truth abideth still; 
His kingdom is forever.

Middle:
Sung Prayer Response “Healer of Our Every Ill”

Refrain
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow,

Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow.

Verse
You who know each thought and feeling, 

teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.

Refrain
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow,

Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow.

Closing Hymn:

Hymn of Invitation No. 390 
“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”

(Sing to the tune of “Lord, Who Throughout these Forty 
Days” - LAND OF REST)

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,”  you taught us, 
Lord, to pray,

But you alone can grant us grace 
to live the words we say.

How can your pardon reach 
and bless the unforgiving heart,

That broods on wrongs 
and will not let old bitterness depart?

In blazing light your cross 
reveals the truth we dimly knew:

What trivial debts are owed to us,
 how great our debt to you!

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls, 
and bid resentment cease;

Then, bound to all in bonds of love, 
our lives will spread your peace.

 


