
We are a Stephen Ministries caring congregation. If you are in need 
of personal prayer, we have Stephen Ministers available to listen and pray with you. 
A Stephen Minister will be at the altar by the left door at the end of each service. 

Our Heritage in Stained Glass
Jesus, the Good Shepherd—”The Lord is my Shepherd” Psalm 23:1

The fourth stained glass window on the right is in loving tribute to the entire Hutchinson family and 
was installed in 1950. The seven brothers and two sisters were active and devoted members of First 

Methodist. They served on the committee for the building completed in 1913, as teachers in the Sunday 
school, and in various other capacities. Some of their descendants are still active in the church.   Christ, 

the Good Shepherd, guides us through His teachings and his works to Ash Wednesday.

January 31, 2021  • Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, SHREVEPORT

Connect. Grow. Serve. Lead.

Hospitalized: John Liles, Ernie Dunham
Sympathy is extended to Cindy Fortson in the death of her brother, Jere Kendrick; Tami White in 
the death of her mother, Betty Vickers; Nina Parault in the death of her brother, Walt Oliver; Dr. Ryan 
Palmer in the death of his father, Tommy Palmer; the family of Joanne McGriff Eck in her death, and 
Vicky Mashburn in the death of her mother, Rosario Gomez Valdez.
Flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God from the Altar Flower Fund.

Joys & Concerns 

Vital Signs 
Contributions

Week Ending 
01.24.21 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal         $53,443 $213,771 $213,771

Received $86,819 $257,289 $257,289 

Over/(Under) $33,376 $43,518 $43,518

Welcome


We’re so glad you are joining us for  
Worship today!  If you have any questions about Sunday 
morning activities & Worship or you would like more 
information about how you can be involved in the life of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport: 

  • Ask one of our wonderful ushers or volunteers in the  
    Welcome Center. They’d be glad to help!
  • Call the church office at 318.424.7771. We’re open  
     8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Thursday and 8:30am -  
     4:00pm on Friday. 

Ready to Join our First Shreveport Family?
If you’re curious about what membership means and want to 
meet with one of our pastors before deciding, please contact 
our front desk at 424-7771 for more information. 

You may join the church today by profession of faith, transfer 
of membership or reaffirmation of your baptismal vows. Our 
church receives persons from other traditions by transfer. If 
you have been baptized in another denomination, re-baptism 
is not necessary. To join, simply come to the front of the 
church and meet the pastors during the singing of the  
last hymn. 

For Announcements and other  
Upcoming Activities
Grab a copy of the First Weekly or The Columns located at any 
of the entryways or visit firstshreveport.org.

Have a Prayer Request?
We'd love to stand alongside you in prayer! Please share your 
prayer request with us by placing this form in either prayer box 
at the Sanctuary entrance.

Name: ________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

Prayer Request: _________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Would you like our Director of Prayer Ministry to reach out 
to you about this request? ☐ Yes ☐ No

We are glad you’re here. Please sign our register to let us know that 
you’re visiting, so our members can make you feel at home. 

Senior Pastor: Dr. Steven Bell • Associate Pastor: Rev. Derek Joyce 
Associate Pastor: Dr. Ashley Goad • Associate Pastor: Rev. Erik Rasmussen • Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry: Dr. Carl E. Rhoads

Director of Music: Dr. David Hobson • Director of Fine Arts: Dr. Will K. Andress • Principal Organist: E. Ray PeeblesTraditional Worship Service: 11:00am, live telecast on KTBS/ABC at 11:00am
FaithLink Contemporary Service: 11:00am • Sunday school: 9:45am318.424.7771 office • 318.429.6888 fax • prayer line: 318.429.6898  toll free: 1.888.393.PRAY

www.firstshreveport.org • fumc@fumcshreveport.org



Celebration of Worship Sermon NotesPrayer Response...........................Hear Our Prayer, O Lord.........................Wesleyans
                                                                                     George Whelpton

† Offertory Prayer .............................................................................Dr. Ashley Goad

Musical Offering....................................Ubi Caritas.....................................Wesleyans
                                                                                       Maurice Duruflé

                      [Where charity and love are, God is there. Christ's love has gathered us into one.
                      Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him.  Let us fear, and let us love the living God.

                      And may we love each other with a sincere heart. Amen.]                                   

 † Doxology .............................................................................................................No. 94 

          Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power 

uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Message...............................Every Seat Has A Story :.............................Dr. Steven Bell
                                            There's Always Another Act

† *Hymn of Invitation..................“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”..................No. 89

(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Reception of New Members.................................................................Dr. Steven Bell

We rejoice to recognize you as members of Christ’s holy church, and bid you welcome to the 
congregation of First United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it 
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.

† Benediction ...........................................................................................Dr. Steven Bell

† Sending Forth.................May the Grace of Christ Be with You.................Wesleyans

                                                                       arr. Dale Wood       

Postlude...............................................Fiat Lux.................................................Wesleyans
                                                                            [Eternal Light]

                                                                          Théodore Dubois

Crucifer: Rudd Morgan • Acolytes: Cooper Morgan, Bunker Webb

† Those who are able may stand.  ‡ Latecomers may be seated at these times. 

Welcome & Announcements ......................................................Dr. David Hobson

Prelude....................................“Musique Royale”..................................Brass Ensemble
                                                      from First Suite de Sinfonies               E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                            Michel-Richard Delalande/

                                                              arr. S. Drummond Wolf                                    

Choral Call to Worship...........Holy God, We Praise Thy Name..........Wesleyans
                                                                                           arr. John Ferguson                 Congregation

Brass Ensemble
*The congregation is invited to stand as directed and sing Stanza 4 of Hymn No. 79.     

Invocation ........................................................................................Dr. David Hobson
     

† Hymn of Praise................................“Holy, Holy, Holy”..............................No. 64

† Affirmation of Faith..............................No. 884...............................Dr. Steven Bell

Musical Offering...........Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence.............Brass Ensemble
                                                                                   [Picardy]

                                                                          arr. Sterling Procter     

† Scripture Reading.......................Genesis 50:15-21.......................Laurie Boswell
                                                            Old Testament, Page 60 in your Pew Bible 

‡ 

† Gloria Patri 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡

Joys & Concerns.................................................................................Dr. Ashley Goad

Morning Prayer................................................................................Dr. Ashley Goad

The Lord’s Prayer ................................................. Congregation (speaks in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead  
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and  
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
‡

Every Seat Has a Story:   
There's Always Another Act

Genesis 50:15-21

With God, there is always another act.

God Is Love.

God Is Benevolent.

God Is Gracious.

God Is Merciful.

God Is Persistent.

 

Scripture Memory Verse for the Week:

John 15:13

“There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends”

Traditional Worship Service: 11:00 am, live telecast on ktbs/abc at 11:00 am

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany - January 31, 2021

 


