
We are a Stephen Ministries caring congregation. If you are in need 
of personal prayer, we have Stephen Ministers available to listen and pray with you. 
A Stephen Minister will be at the altar by the left door at the end of each service. 

Our Heritage in Stained Glass
Jesus, the Good Shepherd—”The Lord is my Shepherd” Psalm 23:1

The fourth stained glass window on the right is in loving tribute to the entire Hutchinson family and 
was installed in 1950. The seven brothers and two sisters were active and devoted members of First 

Methodist. They served on the committee for the building completed in 1913, as teachers in the Sunday 
school, and in various other capacities. Some of their descendants are still active in the church.   Christ, 

the Good Shepherd, guides us through His teachings and his works to Ash Wednesday.
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Connect. Grow. Serve. Lead.

John Turner
from Julie and John Adams
Carolyn Yancey Smith
Michelle and Andy Osborn Family
Sandy Shocklee
from Eleanor Shuping
Kay Sutton
from Stella and Ben Walker
Patty Lindsey
from Dr. Gale W. Bridger
Betty C. Smith
Michelle and Andy Osborn Family
Evelyn Friday
from Eleanor Shuping
Michelle and Andy Osborn Family

Mary Sledge
from Jean M. Whitaker
Dr. Gale W. Bridger
Jean Speed
from Michelle and Andy Osborn Family
Porter Garland "Sonny" Dowling
from Michelle and Andy Osborn Family
Deanne Barrett McFerren
from Michelle and Andy Osborn Family
Rev. Sarah "Sally" M. Fox
from Michelle and Andy Osborn Family
Anne Montgomery
from Michelle and Andy Osborn Family

Hospitalized: Marvin Brossette
Discharched: Sylvia Wright
Sympathy is extended to Sue Towery in death of her husband, Bill Towery.
Flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of John R. Mills 
and Vassar Mills from Robert and Sheila Mills. The flowers for the Advent Wreath were given each of the 
four Sundays in Advent as well as Christmas Eve to the Glory of God and in memory of 

Joys & Concerns 

Memorials

Vital Signs 
Contributions Week Ending 

12.20.20 Month-to-Date Year-to-Date

Goal         $199,834 $599,502 $4,055,169

Received $169,541 $387,004 $3,874,239

Over/(Under) ($30,293) ($212,498) ($180,930)

Welcome


We’re so glad you are joining us for  
Worship today!  If you have any questions about Sunday 
morning activities & Worship or you would like more 
information about how you can be involved in the life of First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport: 

  • Ask one of our wonderful ushers or volunteers in the  
    Welcome Center. They’d be glad to help!
  • Call the church office at 318.424.7771. We’re open  
     8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Thursday and 8:30am -  
     4:00pm on Friday. 

Ready to Join our First Shreveport Family?
If you’re curious about what membership means and want to 
meet with one of our pastors before deciding, please contact 
our front desk at 424-7771 for more information. 

You may join the church today by profession of faith, transfer 
of membership or reaffirmation of your baptismal vows. Our 
church receives persons from other traditions by transfer. If 
you have been baptized in another denomination, re-baptism 
is not necessary. To join, simply come to the front of the 
church and meet the pastors during the singing of the  
last hymn. 

For Announcements and other  
Upcoming Activities
Grab a copy of the First Weekly or The Columns located at any 
of the entryways or visit firstshreveport.org.

Have a Prayer Request?
We'd love to stand alongside you in prayer! Please share your 
prayer request with us by placing this form in either prayer box 
at the Sanctuary entrance.

Name: ________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________

Prayer Request: _________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Would you like our Director of Prayer Ministry to reach out 
to you about this request? ☐ Yes ☐ No

We are glad you’re here. Please sign our register to let us know that 
you’re visiting, so our members can make you feel at home. 

Senior Pastor: Dr. Steven Bell • Associate Pastor: Rev. Derek Joyce 
Associate Pastor: Dr. Ashley Goad • Associate Pastor: Rev. Erik Rasmussen • Pastor of Senior Adult Ministry: Dr. Carl E. Rhoads

Director of Music: Dr. David Hobson • Director of Fine Arts: Dr. Will K. Andress • Principal Organist: E. Ray PeeblesTraditional Worship Service: 11:00am, live telecast on KTBS/ABC at 11:00am
FaithLink Contemporary Service: 11:00am • Sunday school: 9:45am318.424.7771 office • 318.429.6888 fax • prayer line: 318.429.6898  toll free: 1.888.393.PRAY

www.firstshreveport.org • fumc@fumcshreveport.org



Celebration of Worship Sermon Notes† Hymn of Preparation........................“What Child is This”........................No. 219

† Offertory Prayer ...........................................................................................Dr. Goad

Musical Offering............................Star Child........................Andrew Hobson, treble
                                                                              Carlton Young                                       Dr. Hobson, bass

Al Hobson, bass
Chancel Choir 

† Doxology ......................................................................................VENI EMMANUEL 

      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him, above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Message.....................................Every Seat Has A Story.......................................Dr. Bell

† *Hymn of Invitation.............................“We Three Kings”...........................No. 254

(During the singing of this hymn, those who wish to join the First Methodist family   
are invited to come to the front of the church for reception and recognition.)

Reception of New Members.............................................................................Dr. Bell

We rejoice to recognize you as members of Christ’s holy church, and bid you welcome to the 
congregation of First United Methodist Church. With you, we renew our vows to uphold it 
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.

Benediction ...........................................................................................................Dr. Bell

Sending Forth..............O Holy Child of Bethlehem..............Chancel Choir Ensemble

                                                  FOREST GREEN

Postlude.....................................Noel Parisien................................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                                                     Charles Quief

Crucifer: Crawford Chaney

Acolytes: Karis Nix, Albany Lyles

Banner Carrier: Henry Peacock

† Those who are able may stand.  ‡ Latecomers may be seated at these times. 

Prelude............................IN DULCI JUBILO..........................E. Ray Peebles, organ
                                               [Good Christian Men, Rejoice!]               

                                                        Johann Sebastian Bach               

Words of Welcome & Greeting ............................................................Dr. Hobson

Call to Worship & Invocation..............................................................Dr. Hobson

† Hymn of Praise ........................“The First Noel”........................See Hymn Insert

† Affirmation of Faith..............................No. 881..............................Rev. Rasmussen
                                                               See Affirmation of Faith on Text Page 

Welcome, Dr. Steven Bell.....................................................................Ross Barrett

Musical Offering.............In the Bleak Midwinter.............Melonie Hilton, soprano                                  
                                                    arr. Craig Courtney

† Scripture Reading.........................Matthew 2:1-12...........................Ross Barrett
                                                                  See Scripture reading on text page 
‡ 

† Gloria Patri 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
‡

Joys & Concerns.............................................................................................Rev. Joyce

Morning Prayer ........................................................................................... Rev. Joyce

The Lord’s Prayer ................................................. Congregation (speaks in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead  
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and  
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

‡

Every Seat Has a Story

Matthew 2:1 - 12

The Visit of the Wise Men.

 

Three Faith Viruses to Watch Out for in 2021:

 

First, God exists for us – May we bring our King 
gold in 2021.

 

Second, Jesus’ disciples should spend our lives waiting 
– May we bring our God frankincense in 2021.

 

Third, The Bible has become irrelevant – May we 
bring our Sacrifice myrrh in 2021.

 

Romans 5:8 – “But God proves his love for us in that 
while we still were sinners Christ died for us.”

Traditional Worship Service: 11:00 am, live telecast on ktbs/abc at 11:00 am

Epiphany Sunday - January 3, 2021

 



Hymns
January 3, 2021Hymn of Praise

“The First Noel”

[Text slightly altered from other sources]

Stanza 1

The first Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel. 

Stanza 2

They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east, beyond them far; 

And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night.

Refrain

Stanza 3

And by the light of that same star 

The Wise Men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went.

Refrain

Stanza 4

Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord

Who hath made heav'n and earth of naught,

And with His blood our life hath bought.

Refrain

Hymn of Preparation No. 219
“What Child is This”

Stanza 1 
What child is this who, laid to rest, 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping?

Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 

The babe, the son of Mary. 

Stanza 2 
Why lies he in such mean estate  
Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading.

Refrain

Stanza 3
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

Come, peasant, king, to own him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 

Let loving hearts enthrone him.

Refrain

Hymn of Invitation No. 254
“We Three Kings” 

Stanza 1
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

Refrain:
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light.

Stanza 2
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 

Refrain

Stanza 3
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high.

Refrain

Stanza 4
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

Refrain

Stanza 5
Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies.

Refrain



Scripture and Creeds
January 3, 2021

Matthew 2:1 - 12

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 

the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to 

Jerusalem 

2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 

the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.”

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 

Jerusalem with him. 

4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests 

and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah 

was to be born. 

5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written:

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for out of you will come a ruler

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]”

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from 

them the exact time the star had appeared. 

8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 

carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to 

me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, 

and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them 

until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 

Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 

Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

Affirmation of Faith

No. 881

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.


