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in the liturgical calendar of the United Methodist Church, and of many other Christian 
denominations, encourages the living to reflect with reverent respect and to honor our loved 
ones who have finished their course and now rest from their labors.  All Saints Day, November 1, 
2022, begins the eighth full year in which the Memorial Columbarium of First United Methodist 
Church is available as the final resting place for our extended family.  Their inurnment within 

this sacred structure in the Memorial Garden between the Sanctuary and Couch Chapel enables our meditation 
on their completed lives and on our continuing Christian service.   

Inurnments. We gratefully acknowledge the life of each person inurned in the Memorial Columbarium 
during the 2021-2022 year.  Reverently, we honor the memory of:

During the seven years beginning August 31, 2015, and continuing to All Saints Day 2022, seventy-four persons 
are inurned in the Memorial Columbarium.  
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S ubscriptions. Policies for The Memorial Columbarium provides for acquisition (Paragraphs 4b and 4c) and     
termination (Paragraph 5e) of niche subscriptions.  
• Acquisition.  “A Subscriber may obtain the right of inurnment for one or two eligible Decedent(s) in 

a Columbarium niche, from those niches that are available at the time, by paying the Subscription Fee, 
whereupon the Certificate of Inurnment Rights is executed by the Subscriber and the Church.  This right 
of inurnment in a niche does not create ownership or title to the Columbarium physical space to the 
Subscriber or to the Decedent’s heirs.”  “Subscription of a niche requires a one-time fee of $2,500 paid 
when the Certificate of Inurnment Rights is executed by the Subscriber.  The fee consists of $1,000 for value 
obtained through niche usage and $1,500 for non-refundable, tax-advantaged donation to the Church 
Columbarium Fund.”  

• Termination.  “Prior to inurnment, the Subscriber (or representative thereof) may notify the Church to 
terminate obtained usage of the niche.  The Church will refund the Subscriber’s niche usage fee without 
interest but not the donation and will cancel the Certificate of Inurnment Rights.”

The Columbarium Ministry was established to be financially self-supporting.  In 2014, Church Trustees 
authorized capital construction and operating expenses funded from existing Church resources, with subsequent 
reimbursement from subscriptions.  In mid-2018, receipts exceeded inception-to-date expenses, including 
construction, operating, and administrative outlays.  In January 2019, Church accounts, from which Columbarium 
advances were obtained, were reimbursed.  Now, a fund created through subscriptions is available for current 
operations and future construction.  As of October 31, 2022, 120 (40.81per cent) of the 294 dual-capacity niches 
were subscribed at the fixed fee of $2,500 each, yielding gross receipts of $300,000.

Governance. An integral part of the Church, the Columbarium is owned by the Church (through the Louisiana 
Annual Conference) and is governed by the Church Council. The Council appoints a Columbarium Committee 

to act in its behalf in implementing the Columbarium Ministry.  The 2021-2022 Committee membership was one 
Clergy and five laity. The Business Office performs financial, statutory, and administrative functions and maintains 
permanent documents specified by Louisiana Revised Statutes, Title 8 and by the Louisiana Cemetery Board.

Statutory Compliance. The Columbarium is acknowledged by the Louisiana Cemetery Board to be in 
compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes, Title 8 [Cemeteries], Sections 78C, 78D, and 78E [Exemptions].

“§78C. The provisions of R.S. 8:70, 71, 72, 73, and 76 shall not apply to columbarium facilities owned and  
 operated by churches for the interment of human remains.”
“§78D. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, every cemetery authority or person seeking to be   
           identified as a cemetery or columbarium facility that is exempt pursuant to the provisions of this       
       Section, shall provide the board [Louisiana Cemetery Board] such proof as the board deems      
             necessary to determine whether an applicant meets the qualifications for exemption.”

The Church received on July 24, 2015, an “Exempt Certificate of Authority” to operate the Columbarium.  (The 
Certificate is reproduced in the 2014-2015 Columbarium Annual Report [posted on the Church website].)  Louisiana 
Revised Statutes 8:78E.(1) requires any church operating a columbarium to obtain renewal of its Certificate by the 
Louisiana Cemetery Board on a three-year cycle.

 “§78E.(1)  No later than April first [2016] and in three-year intervals thereafter, any cemetery authority or  
      person holding an exempt certificate of authority shall apply for renewal of the certificate by    
              submitting to the board such information as the board deems necessary to determine if the cemetery  
           authority or person continues to meet the qualifications for exemption, in addition to a renewal fee  
           of fifty dollars to maintain the exemption previously granted.”

Communications. On All Saints Day the Church, through the Columbarium Committee, reports 
Columbarium Ministry milestones, supplementing ongoing personal and media communications.  During 

2021-2022, Clergy counseled families on oc-casion of death.  Committee members assisted prospective subscribers.  
Primary communication is the Church web-site (https://firstshreveport.com/about/memorial-columbarium).
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Continuance.  In receiving authority to establish a columbarium, the Church (through the Louisiana Annual 
Conference) accepted the statutory definition of a columbarium and, accordingly, the obligation to provide a 
structure for the permanent in-urnment of cremated remains [Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 8, Section 1 (13)]. 

“§1 (13).  “Columbarium” means a building or a structure, room or other space in a building or structure  
 containing niches for permanent inurnment of cremated remains in a place used or intended to  
 be used, and dedicated, for cemetery purposes.”

If circumstances prevent continuation of approved columbarium usage or if an inurnment is to be removed, then 
statutory requirements pertain [Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 8, Section 306B and Title 8, Section 659A and B].

“§306.B.  Property dedicated to cemetery purposes shall be held and used exclusively for cemetery    
 purposes unless and until the dedication is removed from all or any part of it by judgment of the  
 district court of the parish in which the property is situated. . . .”
“§659.A.  The remains of a deceased person may be moved from a cemetery space to another cemetery  
 space in the same cemetery or to another cemetery with the consent of the cemetery authority and  
 the written consent of one of the following, in the order named . . . :
  (1) The surviving spouse, if there is no pending petition for divorce filed by either spouse prior to  
 the death of the decedent spouse.
             (2) A majority of the surviving adult children of the decedent.
             (3) A majority of the surviving adult grandchildren of the decedent.
             (4) The surviving parents of the decedent.
            (5) A majority of the surviving adult siblings of the decedent.
“§659.B.  If the required consent cannot be obtained, a final judgment of the district court of the parish  
 where the cemetery is situated shall be required.”

Policies for The Memorial Columbarium addresses removal (Para. 4k) and obligation of continuance (Para. 5b).

In February 2022 the Church submitted documentation accepted by the Board, thereby, obtaining renewal of its 
Ex-empt Certificate of Authority for the April 2022 through March 2025 cycle.  
In 2021-2022, relevant Louisiana Revised Statutes were not enacted or amended by legislative act; regulations were 
not promulgated or amended by executive act.

Let all saints on earth unite to sing, with those to glory gone,
for all the servants of our King in earth and heaven, are one.
One family we dwell in Him, One Church above, beneath . . .

Charles Wesley, 1759


