
Dear United Church Congregation, 

 

It's interesting how what we're experiencing in the moment affects how we view information we 

receive.  What Paul wrote in our reading from Romans 5 this Sunday was an attempt to offer an 

encouraging message to those who were either worried about, experiencing, or knew of people 

going through some sort of persecution from the Roman authorities.  But to those who were not 

experiencing or worried about anything like that, Paul's words might be as welcomed or 

encouraging.  Before Paul promised that we can grow in our hope and that hope will never 

"disappoint us", he talked about "boasting" in "our sufferings".  Not only do people who are not 

experiencing difficulty usually not want to hear about their future struggles, but it's even more 

difficult to imagine boasting about it!  The word "boast" from the Greek doesn't mean bragging 

or prideful expression.  Here it really means to "rejoice", "exalt" or "to glory" in or on account of 

something.  Again, embracing suffering to this disagree seems unlikely and usually not 

welcomed by those with no worries or aches and pains. 

 

Our faith does invite us to empathize with people in their struggles and to journey with them as a 

support in varying degrees.  Discipleship also recognizes that there will be difficult times in life 

for all of us and that many of us will have our faith tested.  That doesn't seem to be the case in 

times of fullness and content, does it?  But these verses are quick to point out that difficulty and 

"suffering" produce endurance in life and that grows our character.  And according to Paul, 

developed and mature character through life's struggles actually helps hope to become more alive 

in people's daily lives.  Have any of you found that to be the case?  Is it easier to be more 

hopeful?  See how a difficult reading for many can actually offer others encouragement and 

hope.  And every day hope is the goal in our reading this Sunday because it has everything to do 

with receiving God's love. 

 

Join us for worship this Sunday at 9:30a.m. at www.unitedchurchla.org OR on Youtube OR PAC 

8 at 7pm.  You can also view the service any time after 11am on our website or Youtube. 

 

Scripture Reading:  Romans 5:1-5 

Sermon:  "And Not Only That..." 

 

Sunday morning classes begin at these times: 

Children 10:45-11:15am 

Youth & Adult classes 11:15am-12:15pm 

 

The Office Hours have changed a little in recent weeks.  It is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 9am to 12noon.  Please call 662-2971 before entering the CE Building during those 

times.  Masks are required.  Thank you! 

 

The Thrift Shop is open for donations and will be open for sales on Wednesday, October 7, and 

every other Wednesday through December (1st and 3rd Wednesdays). 

 



In our Prayers... 

 

John R., Jim H., Don C., Sig G., John S., Bob E., Alan & Tony Y., Steve Z., Thurman T., Betty 

O., Tony C., Dale & Linda B., and Karen S. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

 

Grace and peace, 

David 


