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It’s time for  

 

Fall Classes for all ages begins on 

September 11th 



Weekly Word 
Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, 

you may call the Church Office at (505) 662-2971,  

email us at ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org,  

or send us a message on Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 4pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

             Kara Windler           Jim Hogue 

   DCE@unitedchurchla.org  jimvickh@gmail.com 

          (505) 570-7990 

 
  
 
 

 

2nd All Church Camp Begins 

 

3rd    International Bacon Day 

 

5th    Labor Day 

 

6th Read a Book Day 

 

11th  Patriot Day 

  Fall Classes Begin! 

  National Grandparents’  

Day 

 

15th  Felt Hat Day 

 

19th  International Talk Like   

a Pirate Day 

 

21st  International Peace Day 

 

22nd  Fall Begins 

 

23rd  Dogs in Politics Day 

 

26h  Johnny Appleseed Day 

 

28th  Ask a Stupid Question 

Day 
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Now that September is here, I am probably on some highway in Texas or New Mexico, 
photographing some mountain or mesa in Northern New Mexico, or writing in an air 
conditioned backroom at my mother’s house.  Or, I could be on my bike, in a seminary library, 
or at a favorite Tex-Mex restaurant in Austin.  During this sabbatical time, Keith Lewis will be 
acting Head of Staff while continuing his work with our youth group as a staff resource to the 
Christian Education Board.  Keith has served the congregation since 2005 and has the 
experience and wisdom to guide the leaders in the ministries and missions of The United 
Church.   
 

Jim Hogue will be working during the fall as a worship leader, preacher, pastor, and staff 
resource to the Missions & Service Board.  Jim has been a member of The United Church for 
almost a year, sings in the choir, and is married to Debra Hogue.  He is a United Church of 
Christ minister connected to the Southwest Conference.  Jim brings a breadth of experience, 
having been ordained in 1989, earning a Masters of Divinity & Ph. D. from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and a Masters of Theology from Iliff School of Theology in 
Denver, Colorado.  He served as the Visiting Nurse Service Hospice Chaplain in Los Alamos 
until recently and teaches at LAHS.  Needless to say, The United Church will be in good hands 
with these pastors, the church’s staff members, and the elected leaders of the congregation 
throughout this fall!   
 

Thank you to Keith and Jim, the church staff, and the leaders of The United Church for 
leading the congregation in the weeks and months ahead.  I know this will be an exciting fall 
semester with new church school classes for all ages, more opportunities to gather together, 
meaningful worship services, and The United Church’s 75th Anniversary on the first weekend of 
November! 
 
May God be with each of you “till we meet again”! 
           Grace and peace, 

                                     David 
 

 

We’re Hiring! 

Director of Children’s Ministry (Part-time, 20 hrs) position at The United Church of Los 
Alamos. This position will oversee the children’s ministry program and Sunday morning 
classes. Requires experience teaching children pre-K to 6th and/or experience in a church 
education program. Those referring someone or interested, please email cover letter and resume 
to ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org. 

From the Pastor 



 
 

 

 
 

September is here and we are on the move!  The first weekend of the month 
Sept. 2-4 is All Church Camp at Ghost Ranch.  The theme is “75 Years of the 
United Church.”  Come celebrate and learn about the church we love to call home!  
There will be discussion panels, games, trivia, food and fun.  Don’t miss out!   

 
Sunday, September 11th begins the new Church School Year! We will have 

Sunday School opportunities for ALL ages.  Bible Quest (ages 4-5th grade) begins 
their study of Abraham and Sarah for the month of September, Adult Classes begin 
and Youth will start their new schedule in Craig Hall.  Mark Sundays on your 
calendar to be involved in the life of United Church, not just in worship but in 
opportunities for growth and service.  

 
Mid and Senior High Sunday School will have a new twist this fall.  We will 

be operating on a four-week schedule that sets out the following activities… 
 

1st Sunday of the month Large Group gathering,  

food, fun and program,  

2nd Sunday is service Sunday.  We will have a project for the time-

period to benefit one of our Church Mission Partners or a community 

group/church member. [Think LA Cares, Dignity Mission, a Rake n Run 

at a member’s home or perhaps an hour spent with local charity.]   

3rd Sunday is a Starbucks Meet-up and  

4th Sunday is a “Wild Card Sunday” which means it could be anything 

and you have to be present to see what is happening.  
 

Donut Run (Tuesdays) and Sketchy Lunch (Thursdays) continue this month.  
If you know of a Mid-Schooler in White Rock that needs a ride up the hill for 
donuts on Tuesday morning please let Keith know and he’ll get them on the van 
schedule. 

 
Mid/Sr High….Mark your calendar for Balloon Fiesta….Saturday October 8th…… 

details to follow….Don’t miss out! 
 

- Keith 

 

 

    Gearing Up 



CHOIR IS BACK!  
 

UNITED SINGERS RETURN  

Wednesday, September 7th 

at 6 pm  
 

If you’d like to join the church 

choir, please speak with 

Suzanne Johnson  

or the Church Office. 
 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY would like to extend a hearty “note” of 

appreciation to all those volunteers who so graciously shared 

their talents with us in worship this summer  

(in order of appearance): 

Cesar & Ana Maria Ojeda, Laura & Randy Erickson, Ran 

Rusthoi, Tjett Gerdom, Alice Mutschlecner, Audrey Krehlik, 

Mary Frances Dorn, Jim Hogue, Kathy Landshulz, Chuck 

Tallman, Charmian Schaller, Eric Bjorklund, Anthony Puckett 

and Family, and of course, Frances Meier & Yelena Mealy. 

    

Many thanks,  

Suzanne 

 



LOVE VITAMINS   September 2022               

 UN PART 3 

Often my First Thought is Wrong. Instantaneous feelings can bloom from misreading others 

or situations. It is easy to decide that others think as I do, or judge on someone’s character 

by the way they look, their facial expression, or body language.  It can be so easy to jump 

to conclusions when I find a problem. 

We easily react to someone’s looks –a beauty can seem to be happy, confident and 

interesting, yet have needs that are hidden. Likewise a person who fades into the 

background may have a wonderful sense of humor or talent that goes undiscovered. 

Introverts can be misjudged easily as aloof. Clowns can mask deep hurt and vulnerability. 

Someone’s scowl can be taken personally. People watching in an airport is fun, yet it is 

good to think of others as I would like them to think of me. To Un-see my judgmental 

impressions, I can refocus, see another as “God’s child,” or even just look away and focus 

elsewhere. 

God does not ask us to judge, evaluate, classify or label. “When we walk around as if we 

have to make up our mind about people and tell them what is wrong with them and how they 

should change, we will only create more division.” Henri Nouwen 

There are so many times when we could love better by questioning our initial quick 

reaction and taking a second look. Have you noticed how people’s looks change in your 

eyes as you get to know them? I have been trying to see beyond my first reaction, in some 

ways un-see the prejudices or assumptions.   

It is possible to smooth over a conflict or hurt but still hang onto that ugly feeling, like a pet, 

thus influencing future interactions, memories. Worse, we can wrap it up and justify our 

feelings and thoughts, hold on tight and never move on to true reconciliation 

“In a world that constantly asks us to make up our minds about other people, a nonjudgmental 

presence seems nearly impossible. But it is one of the most beautiful fruits of a deep spiritual 

life and will be easily recognized by those who long for reconciliation.” HN 

This non-judgement includes loving ourselves. I often judge my actions quickly, and at 

times harshly say, “Stupid!” However, I can re-see my action in a kinder light and say 

“STOP!” “Don’t be so hard on yourself, “and find more fitting words, like “that’s silly,” 

“ridiculous!” and my brother’s favorite: “oh well.” I also need to un-see my past mistakes as 

something to drag into the present. If I trust our Lord’s guidance and redirection, I can 

grow through my fumbles. Treating myself more gently can then help me do so for others. 

 

 



“Strong emotions, self-rejection, and even self-hatred justifiably toss you about, but you 

are free to respond as you will. You are not what others, or even you, think about yourself. 

You are not what you do. You are not what you have. You are a full member of the 

human family, having been known before you were conceived and molded in your 

mother’s womb. In times when you feel bad about yourself, try to choose to remain true to 

the truth of who you really are.”          Henri Nouwen 

Life’s deep traumas cannot just be skipped over lightly or ignored.  Some things are very 

hard to un-see. At times, we need to stay and help in very difficult situations, fully seeing 

things we never wanted to. Even though we won’t ever truly forget, God can bring 

healing, allowing us to forgive (sometimes daily), so the person or incident has no more 

hold on us. 

When people are very  at each other, their first reaction can make things worse as 

they often don’t see the whole story for both sides. Learning to own my feelings and taking 

a break to cool down, has helped me un-see the heat distortion and re-see possibilities for 

understanding and reconciliation. Visualization of something special…, smiles, good times, 

laughter shared or even a favorite place of calm can reroute destructive reactions and 

thoughts. Truly listening, once calm can bring understanding and compromise. 

I need to un-see, to take a new approach, let God help me to 

refocus, not dwell on things and re-see through the 

I like to watch America’s Got Talent and American Idol. 

My first reaction to a contestant standing vulnerable on the 

stage can be changed so drastically when I hear their voice or 

see what they can do. My initial reaction can turn to hope and 

amazement as they grow throughout the show. Our first 

impressions of others or incidents can be the same. All people 

wear a mask of sorts, some have donned them intentionally, 

and others get masked by societies’ superficial views. Our first 

impressions create masks on others that hide their best self, 

which if I look underneath, can help me to see God’s Beloved.

So, when your first thought is wrong, destructive, or judgmental, 

Un-see and then Refocus and Re-see through Jesus’s eyes. 

 “Two prayers for today; ‘Jesus, let nothing remain hidden that needs to come out, 

and help me to see as You do, noticing things I couldn’t normally notice on my 

own.’” (Erin Keeley Marshall GUIDEPOSTS devotional) 

On behalf of all good and imperfect relationships with God’s creation,    

Betty Smith 

 



 

Fall Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 11th for all ages.   

We have two Adult Education classes this semester:  
 

     The Bible With and Without Jesus 
  

                Facilitated by Kara Windler 

 

All are invited to join our hybrid Sunday school class as we examine 

key scriptures through both Jewish and Christian understandings 

using, The Bible with and without Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine and Mark 

Zvi Brettler, as our guide. No time to sock in a bunch of reading 

before class? That's okay! Each major chapter takes a look at 

particular passage of scripture which we will dive into during each 

class. We will meet in Room 311 of the CE building (the one upstairs with all the comfy 

couches) and via Zoom (link will be available through the Weekly Word email list or you can 

get our class login information from the church office). 

 

   From Jesus to Constantine: 

A History of Early Christianity 
 

Facilitated by John Puckett and others 

 

This is a history course, the lectures examine the 

detailed history of the creation of Christianity by 

examining the historical events and writings 

from about 30 CE to the conversion of the 

Roman Emperor Constantine in the early 4th 

century...a scant 300 years.  These lectures are 

not about faith or spiritualism, but rather the 

early history of how Christianity became the 

world’s largest religion.  There are 24 lectures, each about 30 minutes.  As a class we can 

decide how to watch lectures and have time for discussion. 

This class will meet in the CE Lounge! 



 

 

 

 

 

Susanna Naud         02 

Loree Lynch             05 

Quinn McCulloch   05 

Lisa Reader       06 

Marlene Henins       10 

Gus Ovaska       10 

Deb Hogue       11 

Holly Hayes       13 

Don Tolmie       14 

Sophia Buckman     15 

Emily Engel       15 

Iris Purtzer              16 

Chris Worley           17 

Kelly Myers       20 

Fred Thomas       23 

Tom Feiertag       25 

Jean Merson       26 

Eden Schmierer       27 

Kara Windler       27 

Carol Brown       28 

Jo Ann Howell       28 

Heath Watkins       28 

Carter Waktins       28 

Jim Hogue                28 

Phil Jones        29 

Suzanne Johnson    30 

Rick Picard       30 

 

         September Lunch Bunch Callers: 
          Nancy Lemons 🍽️ Nancy Bolme 🍽️ Emily Engel 

Jean Wilson 🍽️ Julie van Camp 🍽️ Corine Christman 

 Gloria Gilmore-House 🍽️ Linda Goforth 
  

   
 

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED 
 

Please sign up now for fall celebrations and memorials. 

Cut flowers or flowering potted plants from your home would 

also be appreciated. Sign up in Fellowship Hall or call to make 

arrangements with Marie Michnovicz, 832-876-6994.  

 



75 years ago— Part 9 
 

September 1947: 
Los Alamos Times 7/18/1947 

With Abram Sangrey now ensconced as the 

Atomic Energy Commission chaplain in the newly 

dedicated Chapel on Canyon Road in the new, growing, 

and still federally owned, town of Los Alamos, 

ecumenical would become almost a household word. 

 

Amidst the building of new and more attractive 

permanent developments for businesses and for homes, 

in the eastern part of town—the main townsite--left-over 

war-time structures were being spiffed up as they would 

still need to remain in service a little longer. From 

Chaplain Sangrey the church folks were hearing a lot 

about ecumenism and they liked his talk. 

 

My quick search of the internet reveals a 

definition of “Ecumenical Movement” to unite under the 

original teachings of Jesus Christ. As a first ecumenical 

step globally, the Edinburgh Missionary Conference was 

held in 1910. This was born from the desire of Protestant 

Missionaries to have a greater cooperation among 

themselves, a united witness. The International 

Missionary Council was thus established. Then after 

WW2, the Protestants and Catholics would meet in Amsterdam to form the World Council of 

Churches in 1948. 

 

In the U.S., the Federal Council of Churches had already formed in 1908. In 1947, the 

Federal Council affiliated 25 denominations. It would become the National Council of 

Churches in 1950. 

 

The July 25, 1947, Los Alamos Times site newspaper reveals another “unity” scheme, 

publishing articles produced by an organization called the “World Federalists”. Their purpose 

was “to move the world into a condition of law and order”. World Federalists’ lofty ideals 

included “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war…by mass education and 



free exchange of knowledge for universal peace.” Further, they stated that “Einstein urged this 

[movement] as a source for security”. Whew! 
 

The Los Alamos Times also noted that on July 31, 1947, all assets of the failed League 

of Nations had been turned over to the United Nations, including the Geneva, Switzerland, 

property.  
 

After years first of the Great Depression of the 1930s and then years of a full-blown 

global war in the 1940s, clearly people everywhere, especially in Los Alamos, were seeking 

world peace and harmony, with an emphasis on harmony and unity. 
 

At the suggestion of the Federal Council of Churches, Chaplain Sangrey convened a 

conference in Los Alamos of high up national church denominational executives, in October 

1947. The topic would be Christian unity and how Los Alamos might be just the place to pull 

it off. Next month’s Chimes will carry that amazing story. 
  

Stay tuned… 
 

In the meantime, you can get a sneak preview in our church history book, One Body, One 

Spirit, chapter 3.  

 

 

 

Men's Koffee Klatch                                       
All men of The United Church are invited to coffee, refreshments, and 

fellowship!  There are no lesson plans, no required or suggested topics, no 

devotions, no leaders, but there is a lot of fun!  Hosting duties are passed 

around within the group.  The wit and wisdom shared cover all sorts of topics 

and the discussions have proven extremely interesting, informative, and 

supportive.  We laugh a lot!  We will be meeting in Room 311 in the CE 

Building, or you can join from home with Zoom. Please 

contact the Church Office to be included on the 

Zoom link email. 

Thursdays: 9:30 – 11:00 am in CE 311 & Zoom. 

 
        



Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

 

Beginning September 12, the Monday Morning Book Study 

will begin reading Cultish: The Language of Fanaticism by 

Amanda Montell. A number of us have been wondering what's 

behind our current cultural polarizations. How is it folks get 

locked into such staunch fanaticism? We'll be exploring this 

and more in our new book. Feel free to contact Kara 

(dce@unitedchurchla.org ) or the Church Office if you'd like to 

join us! 

 

From the jacket blurb: "Our culture tends to provide pretty 

flimsy answers to questions of cult influence, mostly having to 

do with vague talk of “brainwashing”. But the true answer has 

nothing to do with freaky mind-control wizardry or Kool-Aid. In Cultish, Montell argues that 

the key to manufacturing intense ideology, community, and us/them attitudes all comes down 

to language. In both positive ways and shadowy ones, cultish language is something we hear 

- and are influenced by - every single day.  Through juicy storytelling and cutting original 

research, Montell exposes the verbal elements that make a wide spectrum of communities 

“cultish”, revealing how they affect followers of groups as notorious as Heaven’s Gate, but 

also how they pervade our modern start-ups, Peloton leaderboards, and Instagram feeds. 

Incisive and darkly funny, this enrapturing take on the curious social science of power and 

belief will make you hear the fanatical language of “cultish” everywhere." 

The group selects the books for discussion.  

 

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of September: 

Jeanne Butler ~ McKenna Wangen ~ Ron Christman ~ Buck Siglock 

Harry Flaugh ~ Richard Swenson ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe 

Father Joe Mitchell ~ Karen Brandt ~ John Rebstock ~ Nancy Wohlbruck 

 



Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

          Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning 

group!  We are largely comprised of women of The United 

Church, although not exclusively, and you are certainly 

welcome to bring a friend with you!  We spend time each week 

in study and, equally as important, in fellowship and prayer.  

 

Beginning September 9, the women's Friday morning group 

will be diving into the book of Revelation with the aid of The 

Rapture Exposed: The Message of Hope in the Book of 

Revelation by Barbara Rossing. Join us as we wrestle with 

one of the Bible's most perplexing, misused, and liberating 

books. We’ll gain insight into Revelation's history of 

interpretation and, hopefully, strip away some of the sci-fi 

blockbuster trappings of popular conceptions to see through 

to the book's ultimate liberating message. 

From the book jacket: The idea of "The Rapture" -- the return of Christ to rescue and deliver 

Christians off the earth -- is an extremely popular interpretation of the Bible's Book of 

Revelation and a jumping-off point for the best-selling "Left Behind" series of books. This 

interpretation, based on a psychology of fear and destruction, guides the daily acts of 

thousands if not millions of people worldwide. In The Rapture Exposed, Barbara Rossing 

argues that this script for the world's future is nothing more than a disingenuous distortion of 

the Bible. The truth, Rossing argues, is that Revelation offers a vision of God's healing love 

for the world. 

Newcomers are welcome! We meet on Friday mornings at 10:00am via Zoom. Contact Kara 
(dce@unitedchurchla.org ) or the Church Office for more information.  

 

 

Thank you, Gardeners, 

The Trustees would like to thank all those gardeners who work diligently at 
planting, watering, and weeding their plots.  No thanks to the deer we are 

enjoying the labors of their hard work. We are grateful for all they do.  A special 
thanks to Ann Cooke for her efforts in adding new plants to beautify the many 

areas around the church.  



FALL RETREAT 2022 
We're heading back to Sonlight this year for this year’s Fall Retreat October 7-9, 2022! 

Story: The Power of Meaning and Connection 

Who are you? What makes your communities special to you, what keeps you active in them? 

If you think about your answer to these questions for more than a split second, you'll find 

your mind filling up with various tales to illustrate your answers. Humans are storytelling 

creatures. The people of the United Church community share sacred stories that are central to 

our faith, and we also share in the story of this historic, 75-year-old faith community. This 

year's Fall Retreat at Sonlight will give participants a chance to engage with the power of 

story for meaning making and for forging connections. Last year, retreatants looked at The 

Hero's Journey, an archetypal story that summarizes the form of all great stories. Now, we'll 

take a broader look at how stories help us know ourselves, the world around us, and how our 

shared stories are at the core of our communities. We will focus our weekend around one 

particular story (in movie form), and discover how it speaks to us and our retreat community. 

Our speaker for this year's retreat is Rev. Kara Windler, some of you may know her as the 

Director of Christian Education at the United Church of Los Alamos. She recently moved 

back to St. Louis after living and working in Los Alamos for over 9 years. She continues to 

participate in the life of the United Church community leading the Monday and Friday book 

groups and she will be teaching a Sunday school class this fall. Kara's interests are wide and 

far ranging but she's really a “geek at heart” who loves nothing more than to curl up with an 

engaging story and group of folks to mull it over with. Kara is really looking forward to her 

time with you at Sonlight and says, “I can't wait to see you all again this fall!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fall Retreat 2022 

(formerly Women’s Retreat) 

REGISTRATION FORM 

“Story” led by Kara Windler 

Program for women,  

Sonlight Service Opportunities for men. 
 

October 7 - 9, 2022 
Sonlight Christian Camp 

Sonlight Place, Pagosa Springs, Colorado 
 

Come relax in a special setting.  Come renew yourself.   

Come be with friends.  Come explore. 

 

Cut here and return bottom portion to The United Church of Los Alamos, 2525 Canyon Road 
______                              Los Alamos, NM 87544 or drop off at the church office___________________ 

 
 
Name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________ Email __________________________________________ 
 
Access Needs ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Dietary Needs ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact & Phone __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Registration Fee:   $155 (attending program)  
                      $132 (service projects – Sonlight fees only) 
Please put “Fall Retreat” in the memo line 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE September 30 – Please register early! 
 
If financial help is needed, contact Randy Erickson (CE Board rep) 505-690-8285 rmllerickson@msn.com  
 
_______ I’d like to contribute to the Fall Retreat Scholarship Fund 
 
_______ I can drive and bring others    ________ I would like a ride 

 

mailto:rmllerickson@msn.com
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