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This Fall at the United Church! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Programming Begins on September 12th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Retreat Registration is Open! 

 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 2:30pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

              719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

 

 

 

3rd All Church Camp Begins 

 

4th   World Beard Day 

 

6th    Labor Day 

 

9th Teddy Bear Day 

 

11th  Patriot Day 

 

12th  Fall Classes Begin! 

  National Grandparent’s  

Day 

 

19th  International Talk Like   

a Pirate Day 

 

21st  International Peace Day 

 

22nd  Fall Begins 

 

24th  Native American Day 

 

27th  Crush A Can Day 

 

28th  Ask a Stupid Question 

Day 
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The United Church  

Mask Policy 
 The Executive Council of The United Church met on August 8th for their monthly 

meeting.  During this meeting they updated the COVID-19 policies for the church, as 

follows: 

 

 “The Executive Board states that it shall be the policy of The United Church for masks 

to be worn indoors until further notice. 

 Exception 1 to this rule shall be for indoor board/committee/staff meetings where all 

present are vaccinated, at the discretion of the participants.  (See parenthesis below.) 

 Exception 2 shall be for the speaker (in worship or meetings) who is spatially distanced 

(~10 feet) from others. 

 Exception 3 shall be for Communion.  There shall be no exception for taking of food or 

drink indoors otherwise.” 

                         Approved unanimously on August. 8, 2021 

 

 (Please note that “Exception 1” will not be an option since the Governor’s recent 

updated guidelines due to the Delta variant of COVID-19.  This is until September 19th at the 

earliest).   

 

 The only change from our policy since we began in-person worship is the holding of 

Coffee Fellowship and receptions outside in order to avoid inside mask removal.  The 

Executive Council will continue to review this monthly, in light of the new COVID-19 cases 

in New Mexico and CDC recommendations (which the Governor has asked us to follow). 

 

 Thank you for your attention to this policy and continued support of the congregation’s 

ministries and missions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

The first Sunday after Labor Day weekend is a little like the first Sunday of a new year.  

While this is known in other circles by other names, we think of it as the first Sunday of a 

new program year.  That fits with other events on the calendar, doesn’t it?  A new school 

year is in full swing by this new week.  A new semester for many colleges throughout the 

country begins.  It is often recognized as the end of summer and the beginning of the new fall 

season (at least for those who stop wearing white pants).  And, yes, it’s the beginning of 

another year of the NFL football season.  

 

 This year, Sunday, September 12th will be a fairly full day around The United Church.  

It won’t be as full as past years that included the 8am worship service and potluck lunches, 

but there’s more going on than Sundays since the pandemic.  Worship will begin at 9:30am 

in our Sanctuary.  During that service we will recognize the beginning of the new fall 

semester for our Sunday School classes for all ages.  This, of course, will be followed by our 

classes for children, youth and adults that will begin at 11am (please see pages 7, 10-11 in 

this Chimes edition for more information on classes and locations).  Several of our boards 

will be meeting that afternoon, followed by the monthly Executive Council meeting. 

 

 During the worship service that Sunday, we will also have a time of remembrance and 

prayer for the lives who were lost in New York City, New York; Somerset County, 

Pennsylvania; and at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. twenty years ago on September 11, 

2001.  There were 2,996 people who lost their lives that day from the terrorist attacks on the 

four planes, at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  There were also more than 6,000 

people injured.  While we remember those who died, we also pray for their family members 

who survived and for their lives and wellbeing.   

 

While this will be a somber time, I trust this will also be a time of hope and greater 

reliance upon Christ’s promise and peace.  May it also be a time when our country can 

experience lesser division and a desperately needed greater degree of unity. 

 

         Grace and peace, 

 

          David  

 

 

From the Pastor 



 

 

 
 

 

 

On Sunday, September 12th at 10:45am something new and exciting begins… Bible 

Quest!  Our young people, ages K-5th will start a new program in the traditional Sunday 

School hour.  The hallmark of Bible Quest is the designation of specific workshops to 

accompany the story… to include Burning Bush Studios (Movie Workshop), Fancy Nancy’s 

Art Studio (Art), Garden of Eatin’ (Cooking), Wise Gals and Guys n Starry Skies (Science 

and Geography), Parable Players Theater (Drama), Absolutely Aaa-mazing Stories 

(Storytelling), and Ezekiel’s Wheel of Fortune (Games).  Not every workshop is used in each 

rotation.  A game rotation may be a nice way to close out the Fall learning period with fun 

and prizes as we see who learned the Bible stories well during the four-month semester.  

Likewise, we might encounter a story where an art or cooking project is not fitting or 

appropriate.  Hence the variety of offerings.  This Fall, we will be looking at The Creation 

Story, Joseph, Moses and the Birth of Jesus.   

 

Mid/Sr High Youth… two quick things:  First, Donut Run is back on Tuesday mornings 

and Sketchy Lunch at the High School is in full swing. Details to follow.  Don’t forget 

Saturday, October 9th... we are making a return as a group to Balloon Fiesta in ABQ.  Yes, it 

is a Saturday… you have Monday the 11th off.  Sunday School will be a bit different for 

Mid/Sr High as well… what will be different?  We, you are going to have to come and see… 

There will be food as always, and we are focusing on a different topic each month.  In 

September we are looking at The Environment, our impact on as well as our responsibility 

for Planet Earth.  What does that mean?  Come and see!  October… Hunger/Food Scarcity… 

November… Strangers in a Foreign Land… December… The Journey to Bethlehem. 

 

Activities will be springing up now as things are reopening… keep up with new 

opportunities by reading The Weekly Word… reading announcements in the bulletin and 

checking in with friends and family at United Church! 

 

Blessings, 

Keith 

 

 

 

 

    Gearing Up 



LOVE VITAMINS   September 2021     

There are so many voices crying out, “Listen to me!” -- People close to us, people 

who want to influence us, advertisers, social media, ALEXA on our buffet, 

chatterboxes, quiet people who need an ear but won’t beg for it, billboards, critics, 

those that “know” what is best even when facts are sketchy, the grieving, they 

dying, the lonely. Sometimes all this need 

of my attention just pulls me deeper inside 

of myself.  

 YET The Holy Spirit can help us to truly 

listen. If we are willing to open ourselves to 

another person, their life and/or ours can 

be enriched.  

Our culture’s technology can keep us 

occupied and not open to others. It gives 

us a way to have shallow relationships, 

without really caring or seeing deeper. 

People can be so wrapped up in Social Media and entertainment they can forfeit 

being social with the people physically present in the same room.  

Texting and social media can be useful and fun, yet can lead to great 

misunderstanding. They do not relay body language and keep communication on 

the surface. It can be hard to understand the intention of the speaker. I LOVE 

TEXTING yet know I am limited in my understanding of people’s replies. Rapid fire 

opinions do not take into account there is a real, feeling person on the receiving 

end. 

In conversations, it is so easy to think about replies before someone has even had a 

chance to tell their side. We don’t actually pay enough attention to what the 

person says, much less what might be behind a statement.  

Fixing people, instead of just letting them air their feelings, is rampant in our world. 

Everyone seems to have an opinion, a judgement. People speak out as if they 

know the whole story behind someone’s statement. It is so much harder to Focus on 

someone with heart and mind while our brains are working on answers. Attentive 

listening can empower others to solve their own situations or at least decide on a 

direction to get help. Sometimes just being with someone is enough to help even 

when there is no conversation. 



We should not assume others have the same reaction that we would, nor that we 

know what they need, what they like or dislike. All grieve, yet our experiences are 

just that…ours. Everyone’s depths of grief are unique and can change from 

moment to moment depending on their day. Grief is one of the hard things to listen 

to without talking about ourselves or others experiences. Often a grieving person 

just needs to share with words or tears what is deep in their heart and nothing we 

can say really makes a difference, whereas our very presence, compassion and 

listening can lead to some healing.  

It is valuable to test the waters and see if we understand what the another is saying 

or feeling.  In Marriage Encounter we were taught to repeat what we thought was 

said or what might be the emotion, but never assume we know. When reading 

someone’s message we were asked to read it twice -- once with our head and 

then with our heart. 

Thinking before we speak can be helped by writing a letter or email that may not 

be sent. I have written some passionate ones that I am so glad I did not blast at 

someone, often learning that the other person has a reason for what was said or 

done that changes my perception. Then the conversation goes better. However, 

writing a letter, email or even a text in love can open communication and let a 

person know we care. 

It is fun to go out, yet, when 

someone really needs our ear, the 

setting can help or hamper listening. 

Instead of a crowded restaurant, a 

person may feel more relaxed and 

free to speak in a living room or 

back yard. Being able to hear all 

the words and see the natural body 

language can be so important. I 

love going out, yet know my listening skills are greatly degraded. 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, 

and with it we curse men who have been made in God’s likeness. James 3:9 
 

He who answers before listening—that is his folly and his shame. Prov 18:13 
 

MAY WE LISTEN WITH GOD’S LOVE HELPING US TO REALLY HEAR AND CARE 
 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships, Betty Smith 

 

PS the first photo is of a painting I did for the Gerstl family 



 

Fall Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 12th for all ages.   

We have two Adult Education Sunday classes this semester:  
 

    Revelation 
  

                Facilitated by Kara Windler 

 

This fall our Bible study class will be looking at the book of 

Revelation. Join pastor Kara and others as we explore one 

of the most talked about and least understood biblical texts. 

It's a favorite for imagery spawning numerous works of art, 

it influences international politics, has inspired con-artists 

and faithful alike. Revelation is brought to light in 3 of the 

windows in our sanctuary yet rarely does it appear in the Revised Common Lectionary. All 

are welcome to join our study in person or via Zoom and videos of each class will be made 

available on the church website. Our first class, on September 12, will be held in the 

Sanctuary and will, unfortunately, not be available for Zoom. All other in-person classes will 

be held in CE 311. 

 

   Everything Must Change:   

When the World’s Biggest Problems  

and Jesus’ Good News Collide 
 

Facilitated by David Elton 

 

We will read and discuss the chapters’ of pastor and author, Brian 

McLaren’s book on how the life and teachings of Jesus impact the 

most critical global problems in our world today.  

You can pick up a copy of this book in the Church Office for $14 

or bring your own! 

This class will begin on Sunday,  

                          September 12th in the CE Lounge! 

 



 
 

Reading Bonhoeffer Together 
 

Facilitated by Keith Lewis 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer is without a doubt one of the most 

recognizable Christian Martyrs of the 20th Century.  

However, there is more to the man than we usually think 

about when it comes to his theology, his writings, his 

German identity, and his defiance of Adolf Hitler and the 

Nazi Third Reich.  In the modern era, we are quick to use 

his name when we find that it easily suits our needs or we 

wish to appear relevant. While we do so many times out of 

ignorance, we also run the risk of tarnishing his legacy and 

impact at a time when his witness and his call to 

discipleship are most important.  Join us as we study his 

life, review his sermons, read his well-known book The Cost of Discipleship and ponder how 

his legacy inspires us to live out our lives in a way that reflects our devotion to Jesus Christ. 

 

This class meets via Zoom on Monday nights at 6:30pm 

If you’d like to join, please contact the Church Office or Pastor Keith.  

 

 

BIBLE QUEST 
A new approach to Sunday School! 

Workshops for K-5th Grade  

begin on September 12th 

at 10:45am!  



 

Join the A/V Team! 

During our 15 month COVID shutdown, we started the live broadcast on YouTube at about 

9:30 am and the prelude began then.  Now that we are back with Sunday Service in the 

Sanctuary, we will start the live broadcast when the prelude starts, which is about 9:20-9:25, 

and we will stay live through the whole postlude.  So if you are streaming from home you 

can tune in earlier now. 

Would you like to help us and join the team of people who do the Sound & Video for the 

church?  Now that we are back together, we would like to increase the depth of sound/video 

workers.  If you would like to learn and be part of the team, we need you.  It is easy to learn 

and interesting to operate the equipment.  All ages are welcome.  If interested, drop an email 

to Milan Gadd (ddagnilam@comcast.net) or John Puckett (jmpuckett@comcast.net)  

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of September. 

Mary Nelle Sullivan ~ Richard Swenson ~ Myrna Strong 

Norm & Barbara Jean Wilson ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe 

Father Joe Mitchell ~ Deb Krikorian ~ John Rebstock 

Nancy Scheer ~ Eugene Kovalenko ~ Bob & Gladys Erickson 

Chris Morgan ~ Betty Wilson 



Thrift Shop 
Dear United Church Congregation, 

Over the next several months, the Women’s Christian Service Society (WCSS) Thrift 

Shop will share with you some Thank You notes that we have received from the missions we 

donate to.  In 2020-21, the Pandemic prevented us from having a “normal” year and we were 

only open on a limited basis.  Our revenue was down significantly.  A donation from The 

United Church of Los Alamos from a member’s estate gift enabled us to maintain our giving 

to 28 Northern New Mexico missions.  This gift was greatly appreciated. 

WCSS is thankful for the many workers that allow us to help these mission.  The Thrift 

Shop is also doing God’s Work by recycling used, unwanted clothes and goods each week. 

-WCSS Mission Chair, Susan Larocque. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 

 

 

Dignity Mission 
Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a lovely August morning, seven volunteers filled 150 dignity kits with a dozen hygiene 

items and 96 backpacks and totes with school supplies for children (see pictures 

above). Pastor Keith delivered the kits to Placitas where they were packed into a rental truck 

and driven to El Paso.  Over the next several days these kits were donated to five facilities in 

Ciudad Juarez, housing immigrants awaiting their asylum hearings. 

 

The Presbyterian Church in Placitas organizes the Dignity Mission.  Recently they packed 

800+ kits and organized numerous other donations (including underwear, belts, baby diapers 

and wipes) and several hundred cases of donated canned food.  The Dignity Mission is 

organized entirely by volunteers and United Church has been involved for ~16 months. 

 

The resources to buy the supplies this year comes from a $5000 grant from the Memorial and 

Gifts Committee of United Church. 

 

Our next dignity kit assembly party will be Sunday afternoon, Sep. 26, time and location to 

be arranged.  

     -Chris Sierk & Nina Thayer 



Mission & Service Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Leith and Carol Fujii, our missionary contacts to Thailand, will be arriving in New Mexico 

on Saturday, September 18th, staying in Albuquerque that night, and coming on up to Los 

Alamos on the 19th.  They will not have a car and need transportation from ABQ to Los 

Alamos.  Once here, they’ll be staying at Jim and Janet Hall’s home in White Rock and will 

be borrowing a car from them.  (The Halls will be out-of-town.)  It would be very helpful if 

anyone in the congregation might be in ABQ the weekend on Sept. 18-19, and could possibly 

give them a ride to Los Alamos.  Please let Janet Hall (505-412-2854) or Alice Mutschlecner 

(505-662-1498) know if that might be possible. 

 

               Also, we would like to show them hospitality during their time here (from 19 Sept. 

— 6 Oct.).  If anyone would like to host a meal for them at some point during their stay, that 

would be great.  There will certainly be a presentation to the congregation, but also a meeting 

of the Missions Board, during which we will learn of their activities in Thailand and, perhaps 

be able to share a meal with them.  Because of the Pandemic, it has obviously been a long 

time since they’ve been able to be personally in contact with us, so we look forward to 

hearing/seeing them, and to making them feel welcome. 

 

               -Thanks, Alice Mutschlecner (for the Missions Board) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Susanna Naud         02 

Loree Lynch             05 

Quinn McCulloch   05 

Lisa Reader       06 

Marlene Henins       10 

Gus Ovaska       10 

Holly Hayes       13 

Don Tolmie       14 

Sophia Buckman     15 

Emily Engel       15 

Iris Purtzer              16 

Chris Worley           17 

Kelly Myers       20 

Fred Thomas       23 

Tom Feiertag       25 

Jean Merson       26 

Eden Schmierer       27 

Kara Windler       27 

Carol Brown       28 

Jo Ann Howell       28 

Heath Watkins       28 

Carter Waktins       28 

Jim Hogue                28 

Phil Jones        29 

Suzanne Johnson    30 

Rick Picard       30 

 

 

 

Friday Morning  

Women’s Bible Study 

Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning 

group!  We are largely comprised of women of The United Church, 

although not exclusively, and you are certainly welcome to bring a 

friend with you!  We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer.  

The Friday group is currently exploring the 1-Chapter books of the 

bible. 



 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

The books for discussion are selected by the group.   

 

The group is currently reading The Making of Biblican 

Womanhood by Beth Allison Barr 

 

Biblical womanhood--the belief that God designed women 

to be submissive wives, virtuous mothers, and joyful 

homemakers--pervades North American Christianity. From 

choices about careers to roles in local churches to 

relationship dynamics, this belief shapes the everyday lives 

of evangelical women. Yet biblical womanhood isn't 

biblical, says Baylor University historian Beth Allison Barr. 

It arose from a series of clearly definable historical 

moments. 

Reading Schedule 

9/6 [No Class] 

9/13 Praying with Jane Eyre Chapter 13 &14 

 

The Making of Biblical Womanhood 

9/20 Introduction & Chapter 1 

9/27 Chapter 2 

10/4 Chapter 3 

10/18 Chapter 4 

10/25 Chapter 5 

11/1 Chapter 6 

11/8 Chapter 7 

11/15 Chapter 8 

 

Please contact Pastor Kara or the Church Office if you would like more information or links 

to join one or both of these discussion groups.  



 

Fall Retreat 2021 October 8-10 
The Hero’s Journey and Our Pandemic Experiences 

In mythology, the Hero's Journey is a common narrative in which a hero embarks on an 

adventure and moves through myriad challenges, emerging ultimately victorious and returning 

home a transformed being. The noted cultural anthropologist Joseph Campbell describes the 

Journey in three phases:  Departure, Initiation, and Return.  One could make the argument that 

the COVID-29 pandemic was our call to the Hero's Journey, which we each embarked on, and 

have lived out, in our own unique ways.  The purpose of this workshop is to visit our pandemic 

experience within this framework.  Using a combination of lecture, discussion, and artistic 

expression, we will address questions such as:  How have we both answered and resisted the 

call to adventure?  What are our own personal "belly of the whale" experiences?  Who have our 

guides been and where have we experienced help from 'supernatural' sources?  What lessons 

have we learned from almost two years of pandemic life?  How do we prepare for the return 

home, especially when home may look quite different from what it has in the past?  Please join 

us as we share our stories and wrestle with the meaning of this difficult time from which a 

resolution has not yet been realized.  

Our speaker this year is: Lee-Ann Jaykus 

Lee-Ann Jaykus is a distinguished professor in the 
Department of Food, Bioprocessing, and Nutrition at 
North Carolina State University.  She directs an active 
research program in food microbiology and is probably 
best known for her work directing the USDA-NIFA 
Food Virology Collaborative (NoroCORE).  Lee-Ann 
has mentored over 60 young scientists and taught 
countless more; supervised extramural funding in 
excess of $40 million; and authored over 200 
publications.  She has been a member of many national 
and international expert panels, and is a former 
president of the International Association for Food 
Protection. Early in the COVID-19 pandemic, Lee-Ann 
stepped in to work with the food industry, focusing on 

controlling disease transmission in the essential workforce.  

In her spare time, Lee-Ann has studied spirituality, Jungian psychology, and mysticism through 
programs offered by the Haden Institute in Asheville, NC.  She is certified in spiritual direction 
and in the process of completing dream work training, actively participating in dream 
groups.  Lee-Ann is passionate about the need to offer and bring spiritual awareness and 
opportunities to the twenty-somethings of this world and to forge a union, rather than division, 
between the natural world and the world beyond, between science and faith.  



 

Fall Retreat (Formerly Women’s Retreat) 

The Hero’s Journey and Our Pandemic Experiences 
Presenter:  Lee-Ann Jaykus 

Where:  Sonlight Christian Camp, Sonlight Place, Pagosa Springs, CO 

When: October 11-13, 2019    Event begins with dinner at 6:30 on Friday 

Registration Fee: 

$155.00   

(Make check payable to The United Church of Los Alamos 

Memo Line: Women’s Retreat) 

 

Transportation will be available and carpooling arranged if you don’t wish 

to drive. A list of participants, a schedule, a map, and what to bring will be 

sent out in late September. 

Please register early! 

 

Come relax in a special setting.  Come renew yourself.   

Come be with friends.  Come explore. 

 
   _________                   Tear here and return bottom portion to The United Church, 2525 Canyon Rd. or drop off at the church office. _______________ 

 

Name:               

Address:              

Phone:  ______________________ Email:           

Access Needs:              

Dietary Needs:              

Emergency Contact & Phone:             

If scholarship help is needed; Please contact Kara Windler, Retreat Coordinator. 662-2971 or dce@untiedchurchla.org 

   Or I want to make a donation to the Women’s Retreat Scholarship Fund $     

I’m willing to drive and bring others ____           I’d like a ride ___          Either ___           Neither ___ 

Make checks payable to: The United Church (Memo: Women’s Retreat) 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: October 3rd – Registration fee due at time of registration & covers program/lodging/meals 

(Friday dinner through Sunday lunch) 

PANDEMIC CONTINGENCY: In the case that the pandemic prevents us from going to SonLight, we will hold all sessions on Saturday, 

October 12 via Zoom.  
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