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2021 Fall Fest 

& Trunk or Treat!!! 
 

Saturday, October 23rd 5:00-7:00pm 

United Church Parking Lot 

Costumes! Games! Treats! 

Fun for the whole family!!  

 

More Details on page 4 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 2:30pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

              719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

 

 

 

3rd    World Communion 

Sunday 

 

5th  Do Something Nice Day 

 

8th Women’s Retreat begins 

 

9th  Mesa to Mesa Plant Sale 

 

11th  Indigenous People’s Day 

 

13th Take Your Teddy Bear 

to Work Day 

 

16th  Saturday of Service 

 

23rd  Mole Day 

Fall Festival 

 

25th  World Opera Day 

 

29th  Frankenstein Friday 

 

31st  All Saint’s Day 

Halloween 

 Reformation 
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The United Church  

Mask Policy 
 The Executive Council of The United Church met on August 8th for their monthly 

meeting.  During this meeting they updated the COVID-19 policies for the church, as 

follows: 

 

 “The Executive Board states that it shall be the policy of The United Church for masks 

to be worn indoors until further notice. 

 Exception 1 to this rule shall be for indoor board/committee/staff meetings where all 

present are vaccinated, at the discretion of the participants.  (See parenthesis below.) 

 Exception 2 shall be for the speaker (in worship or meetings) who is spatially distanced 

(~10 feet) from others. 

 Exception 3 shall be for Communion.  There shall be no exception for taking of food or 

drink indoors otherwise.” 

                         Approved unanimously on August. 8, 2021 

 

 (Please note that “Exception 1” will not be an option since the Governor’s recent 

updated guidelines due to the Delta variant of COVID-19.  This is until September 19th at the 

earliest).   

 

 The only change from our policy since we began in-person worship is the holding of 

Coffee Fellowship and receptions outside in order to avoid inside mask removal.  The 

Executive Council will continue to review this monthly, in light of the new COVID-19 cases 

in New Mexico and CDC recommendations (which the Governor has asked us to follow). 

 

 Thank you for your attention to this policy and continued support of the congregation’s 

ministries and missions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Whew!  Things have moved from 1st to 4th gear quickly as we move from Summer into Fall 

programming.  Bible Quest has started with a bang and we look forward to continued 

momentum as we look at the stories of Joseph (October), Moses (November) and The 

Nativity Story through the eyes of The Wise Men (Advent).  While we have workshop 

leaders that are slated for activities each week, if you would like to shepherd the group of 

young people for a week please speak to Keith or Kara for more details and what the duties 

entail.  Please see the schedule for October on the next page. 

 

Saturday of Service 

October 13th will be a new opportunity at The United Church for us to highlight for the 

community one of the unique qualities that defines our congregation: Outreach and Service.  

On Saturday, October 13th beginning at 8am we will have our first Saturday of Service.  We 

will meet on church campus at the volleyball pit (Craig Hall in case of inclement weather), 

make a sack lunch and begin our day of work at a variety of tasks both United Church and 

community related in nature.  Trustees will be meeting that day and I have no doubt Norma 

and her crew will have opportunities for us to assist in clean up and maintenance on the 

campus.  We will have two or three other opportunities for the day to offer service to church 

and community.  We will wrap up at 4:30pm and have a pizza and salad supper at 5:00pm.  

Weather permitting, we will eat outside (comfortably distanced) and be done with everything 

by 5:30pm.  Keep a look out for more information and sign-up sheets! 

 

Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat 

Pumpkin Spice is already here whether we like it or not… but one thing everyone enjoys is a 

Fall Festival and a Trunk or Treat.  On Saturday, October 23rd from 5-7pm we will host an 

event in our parking lot as well as Craig Hall.  Hot dogs with all of the trimmings, chips etc. 

will be on the menu... we will have games, prizes and of course at 6pm we will start trunk or 

treat with ribbons for our creative trunk hosts.  Want to have a trunk full of candy/prizes for 

our young people? Sign upon a sign-up sheet beginning on October 3rd.  we’d love to have as 

many “trunks” as possible as we plan to open this up to the community via advertising.  

Lotsa trunks, lotsa candy n’ fun mean lotsa potential visitors!  Don’t miss out on the event… 

signup for a trunk space, dress up in your favorite costume and come have fun from 5-7pm.  

You won’t regret it! 

 

    Gearing Up 



Bible Quest October Schedule 
 

October 3   Creation Story Genesis 1-2:1-4 

      Garden of Eatin’ 

October 10  The Story of Joseph 

Burnin’ Bush Studios “Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” 

October 17  Joseph Continues… 

Fancy Nancy’s Art Studio 

October 24  Joseph Continues… 

      Wise Gals and Guys and Starry Skies 

October 31  Joseph Concludes 

      Parable Players Workshop (Drama) 

 
Welcome to our newest member, Jim Hogue! 

 



LOVE VITAMINS   October 2021              

 

This world seems to be constantly throwing ideas right and left. So many opinions. So many 

choices. Our country can seem like we are split into tribes. There are major dilemmas over 

COVID safety, rights of others, climate change and what to do about all of it. What if I make 

the wrong choice or miss the chance for a good choice? Do I take the “High Road or the Low 
Road?”  ……On top of all this, daily life has hard choices. …Help! 
 

It helps me to realize that Great Christian writers like Henri Nouwen struggled too-- 
 “Knowing Jesus, reading his words, and praying create an increasing clarity about evil and 
good, sin and grace, Satan and God. This clarity calls me to choose the way to the light 
fearlessly and straightforwardly. The more I come to know Jesus, the more I also realize how 
many such choices have to be made and how often. They involve so much more than my public 
acts. They touch the deepest recesses of the heart, where my most private thoughts and 
fantasies are hidden. Reflecting on my life, I saw how opaque it has been. I often did one thing 
while saying another, said one thing while thinking another, thought one thing while feeling 
another. I found many examples in which I had even lied to myself.”  
 

Many hard choices, without and within, can feel like there is no clear guidance. God DID give 
me a mind and free will so I try to ask whether my choice is in line with LOVE and Jesus’ 
determination to show it, matching unique people and situations. With a bad choice, will I 
allow God to help me to use it to change and grow? Mistakes are powerful learning tools if we 
allow them to be. Good parents hold back on some instructing and let their kids learn by 
doing. Choices, good or bad, can be valuable lessons to share, realizing that others may still 
need to make their own choices and learn as I did. When I can’t figure out what is best, I need 
to believe that God is with me on either road. 
 

I believe sometimes God nudges me toward the best road. I say nudge because it rarely is 
dramatic, but can be persistent. Strong urges to call someone, go somewhere, or stop doing 
something, have often shown to be good things to act upon. I call those God-Incidents, urgings 
of the Spirit. Choices can be dangerous. When in tune with God, my gut feelings have been 
good warnings if I heed them. Being open to and trusting God in small things can make it more 
natural in the big decisions. Learning verses, reading the Bible, just being willing to spend time 
with God daily has helped me align with the Spirit, making choices clearer. 
 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who 

gives generously to all without reproach, and it will 

be given him.          JAMES 1:5 
 

“Ask God to share His wisdom. Life with God is a 

glorious adventure of learning. Ask for His guidance 

so that You may live according to His will.”     

60 DAYS OF PRAYER JULY 5 



At times, hearing someone else’s take on the road to choose can be very helpful. Not all 
are wise, (look at Job’s friends!), yet can spur additional broader thought on my part. Taking 
time to make a decision can help greatly with wisdom. Writing things down in a stream of 
thought or even in columns can clarify things. It also helps get emotions out of the way so I can 
think more clearly. 
 
When I choose a direction and step forward, I need to trust 
God is beside me, within me and for me. And also be open 
to surprises and change, thus letting go of my need to 
control.  I cannot force an outcome, control a person or 

predict the future.  Yet I can pray, take a deep breath, give it 

all to God, do my best with Holy Help (strength, guidance, 

hope) and trust that our Lord will bring some good. When 

life is hard, I need to let God teach me through it, help me 

to help others of similar hard times and eventually rise 

again as a better person. 

 

I do believe God will be with us whatever the path we 

chose, if we allow Him. 

 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships, Betty Smith 
 

 

 

Growth Plan Task Force 
 

 In order to fulfill one of several approved recommendations from the Budget 

Task Force that was formed in January of this year (completing their work in 

June), the Growth Plan Task Force was formed for the purpose creating an 

overall plan to promote the growth of visitors, regular attenders and members 

here at The United Church.  If approved by the Executive Council, this plan will 

be evaluated regularly over the next 2 ½ to 3 years.  The Growth Plan Task Force 

began their work in early August and is meeting most weeks throughout this 

semester in order to bring recommendations to the Executive Council before the 

end of the year.  Members of this task force represent a variety of ministry areas 

of the church and include the pastors.  The Growth Plan Task Force members are:  

Beth Dermer, Cookie Halstead, Patricia McCulloch, Anthony Puckett, Kim 

Taylor, Alison Watkins, Keith Lewis, Kara Windler and David Elton.  Please 

keep the important work of this task force in your prayers.     



Help for Afghan Evacuees in New Mexico 
 

For several years the United Church has been affiliated with Interfaith Los Alamos, a loosely organized 
group of churches in Los Alamos that works with the Albuquerque Office of Lutheran Family Services 
Rocky Mountains (LFSRM), a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization that is authorized by the U.S. government 
to provide services and assistance to refugees and asylees relocating in the United States.  The Albuquerque 
office works with people coming in to all parts of New Mexico. 
 
After several years of reduced activity due to federal restrictions regarding immigrants entering the country, 
the Albuquerque office of LFSRM is suddenly faced with a large influx of people needing help.  At the 
request of the State Department, they are anticipating the task of helping to resettle 400 Afghan evacuees in 
New Mexico: 100 in Las Cruces, 200 in Albuquerque and 100 in Santa Fe.  They do not know when these 
folks will be sent to them, but have already received the first family referral.  They are anticipating 
resettling all 400 evacuees by the end of 2021. 
 
Due to federal laws and regulations, the State Department can only support evacuees for 90 days (this does 
not include those who hold Special Immigrant Visas, green cards or U.S. citizens who are supported under 
different rules).  LFSRM is working on a plan to support evacuees in New Mexico for up to 8 months to 
allow them time to learn English, become employed and start to integrate into their new lives.   
 
There are two ways we can help Lutheran Family Services (LFS) with the huge task in front of them.  The 
first is direct donations of money to LFS.  Right now they are asking only for monetary donations because 
they need most urgently to raise money for rent, food, medical services, etc., and they don’t know 
specifically yet what goods and supplies they will need to buy.  Also, they have very limited storage space.  
Donations may be sent to: 
 
    Lutheran Family Services 
    4105 Silver Ave. SE 
    Albuquerque, NM 87108 
 
In addition, LFS would like to organize teams to co-sponsor the families arriving in New Mexico.  As there 
are 100 evacuees scheduled to be settled in Santa Fe, with each family averaging 5 people, there is a need 
for approximately 20 teams of 4-12 people to act as support systems to the arriving families.  The 
expectations for each team are: 
 

1) To raise about $6000 to cover approximately 3 months’ rent and associated expenses; 
2) To help with things like kids’ homework via zoom, teaching them how to shop in the US, and other 

activities to help them integrate into the US.  There is a list of suggestions that will be provided. 
3) Serve for 4-5 months 

 
It would be wonderful if we could get a team together from the United Church.  If you are interested in 
leading or serving on a team, please contact me at acsierk@hotmail.com or 505-660-8620.  I personally am 
interested in participating in this and would love to help get a team together. 
 
LFS would like an answer within about a month if we are able to provide a co-sponsor team, so please 
don’t put off contacting me if you might be interested.  Also, if you have any questions, please feel free to 
call me. 

 
 



United Church Staff Performance Evaluations 

Each year the Personnel Board completes an evaluation process for the staff of the United 

Church. The staff being reviewed includes: 

David Elton, Senior Pastor & Head of Staff 

Keith Lewis, Pastor for Congregational & Youth Ministry 

Kara Windler, Director of Christian Education 

Suzanne Johnson, Director of Music Ministries 

Tjett Gerdom, Office Administrator & Director of Communications 

Cesar Ojeda, Custodial & Maintenance 

Ann Cooke, Treasurer 

Julie Walker, Nursery Coordinator 

All United Church members have the opportunity to provide comments on the performance of 

the church staff.  Comments can be verbal or in writing (preferred) and sent to a member of 

the Personnel Board.  The Personnel Board members are as follows: 

 

Board Member Phone E-mail 

Jim Hall 672-6404 jhall@newmexico.com 

Cookie Halsted 500-5613 Chret99@gmail.com 

Jerry Grindstaff 500-7772 jbgrind@comcast.net 

Chris Sierk 662-3894 acsierk@hotmail.com 

Vicki Cobble 672-1076 cobble@q.com  

 
 
Thank you, 
The Personnel Board 

mailto:tolmie@cybermesa.com


 

Join the A/V Team! 

Would you like to help us and join the team of people who do the Sound & Video for the 

church?  Now that we are back together, we would like to increase the depth of sound/video 

workers.  If you would like to learn and be part of the team, we need you.  It is easy to learn 

and interesting to operate the equipment.  All ages are welcome.  If interested, drop an email 

to Milan Gadd (ddagnilam@comcast.net) or John Puckett (jmpuckett@comcast.net)  
 

During our 15 month COVID shutdown, we started the live broadcast on YouTube at about 

9:30 am and the prelude began then.  Now that we are back with Sunday Service in the 

Sanctuary, we will start the live broadcast when the prelude starts, which is about 9:20-9:25, 

and we will stay live through the whole postlude.  So if you are streaming from home you 

can tune in earlier now. 

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of October. 

Richard Swenson ~ Betty Wilson 

Father Joe Mitchell ~ Deb Krikorian ~ John Rebstock 

Norm & Barbara Jean Wilson ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe 

Eugene Kovalenko ~ Bob & Gladys Erickson 

Nancy Scheer ~ Chris Morgan ~ Bob Bliss 



 

United Church Thrift Shop 

Halloween Sale 

Wed. Oct. 6 
Graves Hall, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Masks Required 
Please use the Rose St. Entrance.  We will need lots of extra 

help on Monday and Tuesday sorting and pricing all the 

costumes and decorations, also Wednesday on sale day.  

Please contact Norma Puckett, 505-412-7914, 

nepuckett@comcast.net, if you can help any of these days. 

 

        

 

     ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED 
 

If you would like to celebrate an event or 
remember someone, do it with flowers! 

Call Irene Powell (662-5877) to arrange a date 
and get the details on how easy it is to do. 

 



Dignity Mission 
Update 

 

Christmas Request 
 

We are planning our Christmas bags for the immigrant children 

living in Ciudad Juarez with their families awaiting asylum 

hearing in the US, who are served by the Dignity Mission.  

Carole Watanabe has designed a nice-size, useful bag to contain 

our gifts of toys and hygiene products.  Please let us know if you 

have holiday themed material that you can donate and/or you are 

willing to sew these easy straight-stitch bags.   

Contact Nina, gnthayer@cybermesa.com or Chris, 

acsierk@hotmail.com.  

 
 

 

 
 

Stewardship 2022 

  

It is fall and once again the “Stewardship Season” is upon us.  We hope this year the 
Season will be more “normal” with us all returning to in person activities and Sunday Services, 
albeit still with masks.   

Our financial contributions to The United Church support a staff to lead us in worship and 
classes and to bind us into a caring community.  These contributions also support a physical 
location for church and community activities.  In addition, the contributions support many 
missions which reach out to people we will never meet. 

Later this month, stewardship packets will be sent out with a financial commitment card 
for you to indicate your pledge to The United Church for 2022.  Thank you for your continued 
support! 

-The Finance Board 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sonja Elson       01 

Cheryl Warren       01 

Izabella Sandoval   01 

Joanne Baty              02 

Sue Tonelli       05 

Nancy Bolme      06 

Brad Meyer       06 

Rusty Gray       10 

Karen Rigg       11 

Brian Belobrajdic    12 

Tricia McCulloch    13 

KayLinda Crawford 14 

Chad Lauritzen       16 

Steve Myers       17 

Nancy Nunnelley   17 

Gerry Strickfaden   18 

Betty Smith       24 

Austin Watkins       25 

Jody Rigg        26 

Larry Brown       29 

Darren Naud       29 

Alice Mutschlecner   30 

 

 

 

Friday Morning  

Women’s Bible Study 

Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning 

group!  We are largely comprised of women of The United Church, 

although not exclusively, and you are certainly welcome to bring a 

friend with you!  We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer.  

 

The group is currently studying the books of: 

 James and 1 & 2 Timothy 



 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

The group is currently reading The Making of Biblical 

Womanhood by Beth Allison Barr 

 

Biblical womanhood--the belief that God designed women 

to be submissive wives, virtuous mothers, and joyful 

homemakers--pervades North American Christianity. From 

choices about careers to roles in local churches to 

relationship dynamics, this belief shapes the everyday lives 

of evangelical women. Yet biblical womanhood isn't 

biblical, says Baylor University historian Beth Allison Barr. 

It arose from a series of clearly definable historical 

moments. 

The books for discussion are selected by the group. 

Reading Schedule 

9/6 [No Class] 

9/13 Praying with Jane Eyre Chapter 13 &14 

 

The Making of Biblical Womanhood 

9/20 Introduction & Chapter 1 

9/27 Chapter 2 

10/4 Chapter 3 

10/18 Chapter 4 

10/25 Chapter 5 

11/1 Chapter 6 

11/8 Chapter 7 

11/15 Chapter 8 

 

Please contact Pastor Kara or the Church Office if you would like more information or links 

to join one or both of these discussion groups.  



 

Fall Retreat (Formerly Women’s Retreat) 

The Hero’s Journey and Our Pandemic Experiences 
Presenter:  Lee-Ann Jaykus 

Where:  Sonlight Christian Camp, Sonlight Place, Pagosa Springs, CO 

When: October 8-10, 2021    Event begins with dinner at 6:30 on Friday 

Registration Fee: 

$155.00   

(Make check payable to The United Church of Los Alamos 

Memo Line: Women’s Retreat) 

 

Transportation will be available and carpooling arranged if you don’t wish 

to drive. A list of participants, a schedule, a map, and what to bring will be 

sent out in late September. 

Please register early! 

 

Come relax in a special setting.  Come renew yourself.   

Come be with friends.  Come explore. 

 
   _________                   Tear here and return bottom portion to The United Church, 2525 Canyon Rd. or drop off at the church office. _______________ 

 

Name:               

Address:              

Phone:  ______________________ Email:           

Access Needs:              

Dietary Needs:              

Emergency Contact & Phone:             

If scholarship help is needed; Please contact Kara Windler, Retreat Coordinator. 662-2971 or dce@untiedchurchla.org 

   Or I want to make a donation to the Women’s Retreat Scholarship Fund $     

I’m willing to drive and bring others ____           I’d like a ride ___          Either ___           Neither ___ 

Make checks payable to: The United Church (Memo: Women’s Retreat) 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: October 3rd – Registration fee due at time of registration & covers program/lodging/meals 

(Friday dinner through Sunday lunch) 

PANDEMIC CONTINGENCY: In the case that the pandemic prevents us from going to SonLight, we will hold all sessions on Saturday, 

October 12 via Zoom.  
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