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World Communion 

Sunday 
 

October 4
th
, 2020 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

  Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is currently operating with reduced 

hours in response to COVID-19.   

We are in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

9am to Noon. 

However, we are checking our messages daily. 
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

              719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

3rd  Mesa to Mesa Plant Sale 

 

4th    World Communion 

Sunday 

 

5th  World Teacher’s Day 

 

9th Women’s Etreat begins 

 

12th  Indigenous People’s Day 

 

17th  Sonlight Cookie Pickup  

Day (see page 12) 

 

18th  National Meatloaf  

Appreciation Day 

 

21st  International Nacho Day 

 

23rd  Mole Day 

 

24th  Drive-Thru Fall Festival 

 

30th  National Candy Corn 

Day 

 

31st  Halloween 

 Reformation 
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It’s a general understanding in churches that Labor Day weekend is the threshold 

between summer and the start-up of fall programs (during the last days of summer).  The first 

Sunday of October is a little like that as well.  It’s the threshold between the beginning of fall 

programs and the calendar jet stream we jump into that takes us all the way to Christmas 

Eve!  Whether this first Sunday is a time to pause or a time to shift into a higher gear—it is a 

holy time.  As many of you know, the first Sunday of October is when we celebrate World 

Communion Sunday. 

 

 Needless to say, this World Communion Sunday will be different from past years.  The 

biggest difference will be our experience of not being together during an event that’s largely 

about being together.  But how is it different from the seven other Lord’s Supper celebrations 

we’ve held apart from each other since the beginning of this pandemic?  This World 

Communion Sunday seems to have an extra layer of irony to it as we lift up our togetherness 

with other churches and denominations and traditions around the community, country and 

world.  

  

 My hope is that it’s the opposite.  It’s on World Communion Sunday that we emphasize 

our unity with churches and Christians around the world, isn’t it?  They’re certainly not all 

packed in the same Sanctuary with us and yet we celebrate our unity.  That’s how it’s 

different from the previous months’ Communion celebrations!  This year’s World 

Communion Sunday we’re already open to Christ’s Spirit binding us together even when 

we’re not all together.  This may actually help us to experience greater togetherness in 

worship and Communion around our kitchen tables than what we’ve experienced since April.   

 

 This day that so many churches set apart (a definition of “holy”) seems to be coming at 

a much-needed time for all of us.  How appropriate it is for us to let our holy celebration of 

being part of the one Body of Christ help us to sense our togetherness with each other.  May 

it be so. 

 

          Grace and peace, 

              David 

 
 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 



LOVE VITAMINS   OCTOBER 2020         A L O N E?       or

, like so much of life, can be a gift or a trial. 

 distancing can bring too much solitude, keep us 

isolated working behind Plexiglas or leave us at home with 

a needy family and very little alone time. The words, Alone 

and Lonely can be synonymous or very different. I have felt very alone 

in a crowd, I have kept good company with myself and I have missed 

being with others. Extroverts are said to gain energy from others, I gain energy 

from being solo in my studio, yet have felt isolated from friends. I love being alone in 

the beauty of nature and at other times crave to share its wonders with a friend. 

Anne M Lindbergh learned, from a short island respite away from many obligations, 

how precious being Alone can be. In GIFT FROM THE SEA, she shares: “The beauty of 

earth and sea and air meant more to me. I was in harmony with it.” As she “separated 

from her own species, she felt closer to other creatures.” She also felt closer to her 

fellow humans, while solo.  “It is not physical solitude and isolation that actually 

separates us from others, but spiritual isolation. When one is a stranger to oneself then 

one is estranged from others too. If one is out of touch with oneself, then one cannot 

touch others….Only when one is connected to one’s own core is one connected to 

others…the core, the inner spring, can best be refound through solitude.”   

Routine busy life does not teach most of us the value of being alone. “Instead of 

planting our solitude with our own dream blossoms, we choke the space with 

continuous music, chatter and companionship to which we do not even listen. It is 

simply there to fill the vacuum. When the noise stops there is not inner music to take its 

place. We must re-learn to be a lone.” 

Perhaps our pandemic solitude can be used to regain our center, reconnect with our 

Maker and His creation and then appreciate people more. Perhaps we can create 

“Thin places”, spaces to quiet down enough to hear God’s still small voice. 



We are taught to give where it is needed immediately, “seldom being allowed the time, the 

quiet, the peace, to let [our] pitcher fill up to the brim” before we pour out again. Our culture 

does not understand the need to be alone. Scheduling a time to fill our pitcher can make 

pouring out to others purposeful vs. just busy, busy, busy.  This alone time can be “physical 

or intellectual or artistic, any creative life proceeding from oneself. It need not be an 

enormous project or a great work. But it should be something of one’s own…What matters is 

that one be for a time inwardly attentive.” 

“I must try to be alone for part of each year, even a week or a few days; and for apart of each 

day, even for an hour or a few minutes in order to keep my core, my center…unless I keep 

the island-quality intact somewhere within me, I will have little to give” to loved ones or the 

world at large.” It can be healing to reserve a special regular alone time with God and self.  

Loving my neighbor as myself asks us to do both for balance.”  

Some of you are finding home isolation a lonely prospect. It is still possible to set aside a 

repetitive special time to center in on God, nature, reading, writing, a time that you can look 

forward to daily. Call, email, pray for God’s guidance and Contact a friend to share your 

feelings, especially if you are feeling down. Just letting things out so 

often helps. Others are lonely too and need to know someone cares. 

With God, we are never really alone.  “I pray that from His glorious, 

unlimited resources He will empower you with inner strength 

through His Spirit. Then Christ will make His home in your hearts as 

you trust in Him. “   Eph 3:16-17 (NLT) 

On behalf of good imperfect relationships, may we make and cherish 

special time alone so we can be filled to give to others.   

Betty Smith 
 

 

        

     ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED 
 

If you would like to celebrate an event or 
remember someone, do it with flowers! 

Call Irene Powell (662-5877) to arrange a date and 
get the details on how easy it is to do. 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 
 

Dignity Mission 
Update 

 
We achieved another record on September 13th in the 22-month life of the Placitas Dignity 
Mission, when we delivered 2 ½ tons of needed supplies (the largest single shipment) including 
703 Dignity Kits to El Paso for distribution to migrant shelters in Ciudad Juarez.  The team of 
volunteers in El Paso, headed by Dr. Eva Moya, plans to relay these goods a carload at a time to 
the shelters in Juarez within the next two weeks.    
  
Many thanks go out to the generous communities of Placitas, Los Alamos and Santa Fe.  We 
send along a special note of gratitude for the 124 cases of canned food from an anonymous 
donor.  We would certainly be remiss if we did not extend a special thanks to the five people 
who assembled 500 Dignity Kits in only 90 minutes on September 3rd, the seven people who 
wrote the hundreds of notes of kindness inserted in the Dignity Kits, and the 13 folks who 
loaded 5,000 pounds of goods into the U-Haul truck in 35 minutes on Saturday. What a crew!  
  
The numbers of our brothers and sisters living under frightful circumstances along our border 
with Mexico continue to grow.  According to a recent report in the Albuquerque Journal (Sep. 
12, 2020) from the Associated Press, “about 8,800 unaccompanied children have been quickly 
expelled from the United States along the Mexican border under a pandemic-related measure 
that effectively ended asylum.”  Hundreds of these children and families have been sent across 
the border into Juarez since March.  Shelter space is at a premium.  The Annunciation House 
led by Ruben Garcia in El Paso has just opened two more shelters in Juarez—Casa Papa 
Francisco and Casa Emaus to help address this growing humanitarian crisis.  
  
As winter approaches there will be a need for warmer clothes, so we are asking for donations of 
clothing that can be layered.  Specifically, what is most needed for our next trip to El Paso 
includes:  
  
     Jackets, fleece, long-sleeve shirts, beanies (If used, all outer garments must be washed and in 
good condition.), only new underwear for men, women & children, diapers, belts, shoelaces, 
books, games, and toys for children.  
  
We plan to deliver our next shipment of Dignity Kits and all other donated items to El Paso on 
November 8th.  We will be accepting donations at our house any time until Friday, November 
6th and at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church on Saturday morning between 10:00 and 11:00 AM, 
November 7th.  



  
Monetary donations can be made in one of two ways:    
  

1.  A check written to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church with Dignity Mission noted in the 
memo line and mailed to Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 768, Placitas, NM 
87043;  

2. On-line giving by going to www.lasplacitaschurch.org.  Click on “More” in the top right-
hand corner of the Home page, click on “GIVE” on the drop-down menu, click on 
“CLICK HERE TO GIVE,” scroll down the “LPPC Donation” page to the heading “Your 
Gift” and click on “Choose a Fund,” scroll down to the bottom of the list and click on 
“Mission/Dignity Kits,” enter your name and an amount and click on either “Credit 
Card” or “Bank Account.”  Complete the form and submit.   

  
We have attached a letter from the mayor of Juarez to our community and a photo of a poster 
expressing gratitude to the members and friends of Las Placitas.  We also attached pictures of 
the volunteers who loaded the truck in Placitas on Saturday and the volunteers who unloaded 
the truck in El Paso on Sunday.  
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Cheryl & Jack  
 
Jack and Cheryl Ferrell  
17 Sunset Blvd., Placitas, NM 87043   
505-867-2242 
 
"Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that." 
     --Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

 
 



 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of October. 

Essential Employees ~ Jim Hebenstreit 

Sig Gerstl ~ Don Childers ~ Richard Swenson 

Betty Oliphant ~ John Seeger ~ Bob Erickson 

Thurman Talley ~ Tony Cecil ~ Karen Shuster 

Dale & Linda Breshears ~ John Rebstock 

Steve Zimmerman ~ The Youngkowsky Family 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sonja Elson       01 

Cheryl Warren       01 

Joanne Baty              02 

Sue Tonelli       05 

Nancy Bolme      06 

Brad Meyer       06 

Alison Mercer-Smith  07 

Jeannette Figg       09 

Rusty Gray       10 

Karen Rigg       11 

Brian Belobrajdic    12 

Tricia McCulloch    13 

KayLinda Crawford 14 

Chad Lauritzen       16 

Steve Myers       17 

Nancy Nunnelley   17 

Gerry Strickfaden   18 

Betty Smith       24 

Austin Watkins       25 

Jody Rigg        26 

Larry Brown       29 

Darren Naud       29 

Alice Mutschlecner   30 



 

The United Church of Los Alamos 

 
For now, we are planning for all classes to be via Zoom for the foreseeable future. Thus, to 
accommodate families with many age groups there will be some staggering of classes. Here is 
the fall schedule: 
  
Children’s Sunday School                             10:45 AM to 11:15 AM 
Adult and Youth Sunday School                   11:15 AM to 12:15 PM   
  
The children’s Sunday School will be Growing in Grace & Gratitude. Growing in Grace & 
Gratitude is a quarterly curriculum that helps transform the lives of children and those who love 
them, shaped by grace and gratitude. Through fun, age-appropriate activities, prayer, and 
singing, children and their leaders will celebrate the presence of God’s grace in their lives. 
  
The youth Sunday School will be hosted by Pastor Keith. 
  
There will be two adult classes, First Samuel & The Divine Dance. 
  
Zoom information will be sent via email. Please contact the church office for class information. 

 
 

 
  
If you have any unused laptops or tablets with cameras or USB cameras that you are willing to 
part with then please let the Church Office know. Alternatively, if you are in need of a laptop or 
tablet with a camera, or need ZOOM help then please contact the Church Office. The CE Board 
wants to make sure everyone who wants to “attend” Sunday School can.  
 



 

Fall 2020 Adult Programs 
Rev. Kara leads a Sunday school 
discussion of The Divine Dance by 
Richard Rohr. For the full syllabus, 
please see the Church website.  If you're 
interested in joining this class, please 
contact Kara for more details: 
dce@unitedchurchla.org  

 

 
Standing 
between 

the erratic 
times of 

Israel 
being 

ruled by 
judges 

and Israel’s emergence as a strong and 
united kingdom is the rise of the prophet 
Samuel and Israel’s first king.  Join Rev. 

David as he divides the book into the 
three main characters:  Samuel, the one 

who represents God’s presence and 
word throughout Israel; Saul, the first 
king of Israel who struggles to follow 
Samuel’s advice at crucial times; and 

David, who is anointed Saul’s successor 
years before he actually becomes 

Israel’s second king in Second Samuel.   

Monday Morning Women’s 

Book Study  
 
All women of the church and their friends are 
welcome to attend this group.  The books for 
discussion are selected by the group.   
The group is reading “And It Was Good. 
Reflections on Beginnings” by Madeline 
L’Engle. For a weekly reading schedule, 
please see the Church’s website.   
  

Monday Mornings: 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm       

   Online via Zoom 
 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible 

Study 

 
We are largely comprised of women of the 

United Church and are all welcome. 
 We spend time each week in study and, 
equally as important, in fellowship and 

prayer. 
 The group is currently reading 
“The Power of Ritual” by Casper ter Kuile.    
        “Rediscover connection, meaning,  

  and purpose through the power of ritual.” 
 
Friday Mornings: 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm       
   Online via Zoom 

 

 



 

  

Grab your favorite coffee or tea mug and join us for  

Coffee & Social Zoom gatherings each Sunday at 10:30am! 
 

This is a great time to catch up on how members and friends are doing  

and to discuss church and life matters.    

 

 

 
 

Join us for Worship 
 

9:30am 

Live stream of Service on YouTube 

Search “The United Church of Los Alamos” and subscribe to our YouTube page 
(You can also find a link on our website and our Facebook Page) 

 

Any time after 11am 

www.unitedchurchla.org 

https://www.facebook.com/TheUnitedChurchofLosAlamos 

 

Sunday at 7pm or Tuesday at 12 Noon 

PAC 8 

 

 

 
 

http://www.unitedchurchla.org/


 

 

 

Fill the Dough Bowl! 
Did you miss your summer or fall fix of Sonlight Cookies? Dough you wish to help Sonlight 

through these crazy times so they can continue to offer outstanding summer camps and 

retreats in a Christian setting? Well, you are in luck. The United Church of Los Alamos and 

Sonlight are working together to bring the cookies to you! Sonlight will deliver cookies of 

your choice- but you must reserve them by October 15th. Reserve your cookies on the cookie 

reservation form at http://bit.ly/SonlightDough 

 

In exchange, we're helping to fill their Dough Bowl to ease the financial burden of this 

COVID season on Sonlight. Donations made above the $10 cost per dozen will be applied to 

the Sonlight COVID Relief fund, which provides money for any expenses that are needed to 

sustain the camp.  

 

The cookies will be delivered October 17th in person by Emrys, Sara & Bryce. Look for the 

Cool Bus at the United Church of Los Alamos from 1-3pm. Don’t forget to bring your 

cash/check and your masks. 

 

Online donations gratefully accepted at https://www.coloradogives.org/sonlightdough. Cash 

or checks will "Fill the Dough Bowl" at Cookie Pick Up on October 17th. 

 

Also, if you're interested in 2020 Sonlight Gear, the Sonlight Online Store will be live from 

October 7-14th for your orders. Choose "Pick-Up" instead of "Shipping" and set your pick up 

time for 1-3pm on October 17th and we'll bring your order to you! Check back at 

http://bit.ly/SonlightDough for the store link on October 7th. 

For questions, please contact Sara Tyler (sara@sonlightcamp.org), Anthony Puckett 

(adpuckett@comcast.net) or Keith Lewis (gohorns_99@yahoo.com).  



 

 
The Thrift Shop reopened Wednesday, September 9, with 35 customers amid a long list of 

precautions and in compliance with the governor’s public health order.   

The shop will be open every-other Wednesday: 

October 7 & 21 - November 4 & 18 - December 2 & 16 

 

Shop hours remain 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  Our current guidelines call for four workers on sale 

days and not more than 7 customers.  Masks, a normal temperature, and use of hand sanitizer 

are required.  Plexiglas has been installed around the cashier and each customer is asked to 

bag his or her own purchases. 

 

We are thankful to the Trustees for installing the Plexiglas and to every member who made 

suggestions to keep workers and customers safe. 

 

Donations are welcome in the outside bins, and we suggest the installment plan, asking you 

to bring only one or two bags each week.  If you are willing to volunteer, please contact 

Corine Christman (662-7184, corine.c@comcast.net) or Nina Thayer (662-6835, 

gnthayer@cybermesa.com). 

 

 

Drive-thru Fall Fest!!! 

Saturday, October 24th 5:00-6:30pm 

United Church Parking Lot 

Costumes...Games...Bags of treats 

Fun for the whole family!! More Details to come! 

 



 

United Church Financial Trends 
September 2020 

 

Every month the Finance Board and Treasurer’s Office produce a detailed financial report 

which is available to anyone who is interested.  But in discussion with church leadership, a 

trendier financial information presentation for the Chimes was requested, and hoped to be 

more useful to you, and give you insight as to how the financials are trending during these 

Covid times.  While financial bookkeeper types don’t like to assert this, these following 

numbers don’t necessarily add up – ask for the monthly budget report for those that do. 
 

Every fall the church develops a budget for the coming year – for 2020 we projected to spend 

and receive the following: 

$613,529.00 total planned to be spent over the entire 2020 year. 

We estimated the following income to cover the total expenses over the year from: 

 Pledges - $404,134   ON TRACK and a little ahead as of this time of year 

Non Pledges - $90,000   BEHIND by $25,825  

By end of year, extrapolate to be BEHIND by $38,770 

 Building usage Gifts - $25,000  By end of year, extrapolated to be BEHIND by $3,700 

 Interest investments - $16,000  UNKNOWN but less than last year so far 

 Plate - $5,500   BEHIND by $4,630 – NONE since March 

 Operational Reserve - $72,895  To meet all projected expenses that were budgeted an 

additional amount reserved from church funds which were saved from previous years 

surplus. (Deficit Spending) 

As one can’t prove a negative, it is impossible to ‘count’ how much is ‘not’ given. 

66.7% of the year is gone…   

         

 Trustees has a total to spend of $102,700 (16.7% of total church budget),  

Currently spent $66,237, 64.5% of Trustee budget, $36,463 available for remainder of the 

year. Trustees have made most of their major maintenance and improvement purchases for 

the year.  Unanticipated custodial supplies have overrun their line item, and it is unknown 

how much snow removal for the remainder of the year will be required.  Church Vans have 



 

remained mostly unused, though there may still be maintenance costs.  Sanctuary boiler 

improvement/repair is slated to be funded through other designated funds which will not 

affect the budget.  Budgeted computer purchases have been requested, and Insurance, 

Utilities, Telephone cost are all trending higher.  Postage costs continue, though copier costs 

are down.  General office supplies are somewhat down – less paper for the copier.  Trustees 

are ON TRACK to spend their budget. 
 

Missions to spend $90,000 (14.7% of the total church budget),  

Currently spent $53,613, 59.6% of Missions budget, $36,387 available for remainder of the 

year. Missions is on track to spend all but perhaps $8K or $82,000 or 91.1% of their budget 
 

Personnel to spend $380,679 (62.0% of the total church budget),  

Currently spent $250,109, 65.7% of Personnel budget, $130,570 available for remainder of 

the year. Personnel is on track to spend all but perhaps $10K or $370,679 or 97.4% of their 

budget. 
 

Everything else to spend $40,150 (6.5% of the total church budget),  

Currently spent $16,100, 40.1% of Rest of budget, $24,050 available for remainder of the 

year. 
 

Executive Council is budgeted to support Denominational Assessments, Ecumenical Support, 

and support for emergency requests for aid, of which all has or will be spent.  The remaining 

boards of: 
 

Elders/Music/Christian Education/Finance/Membership & Evangelism/Committees have 

spent less than $10K of the remaining budgeted funds and may leave $25K unspent by the 

end of the year.  

 

Stewardship 2020 

 

It is fall and once again the “Stewardship Season” is upon us.   Our financial contributions 
to The United Church support a staff to lead us in worship and classes and to bind us into a 
caring community.  They support a physical location for church and community activities.  Our 
donations also support many missions which reach out to people we will never meet. 

Later this month, stewardship packets will be sent out with a financial commitment card 
for you to indicate your pledge to The United Church for 2020.  Thank you for your continued 
support! 

                        -The Finance Board 



  



 

Fall Women’s E-treat 

For the Love of Retreat:  
Presenters:  Kara Windler, Kelli Whitman,  

Cyndi Calhoun, and Becky Erickson 

Where:  Your favorite place to Zoom 

When: October 9-11, 2020     

Registration Fee: 

$40-$150.00* 

 
Make checks payable to: The United Church (Memo: Women’s Retreat) 

Please mail to: 

The United Church of Los Alamos 

Attn: Women’s Retreat 

2525 Canyon Road 

                                                          Los Alamos, NM 87544 
Cut here and return bottom portion 

 

 

 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Phone:  __________________________________ 

 

Email: ____________________________________________________________       

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: October 5th – Registration fee due at time of registration & covers program 

fees 

 

*Registration fees this year will be used to cover speaker fees. Any money collected over and above those 

needed to cover base costs will be donated to Sonlight’s Covid Fund to help them make it through these 

tough times when folks cannot gather in person. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

However, if you are unable to cover the registration fee, please don’t let that stop you from registering. 

Contact DCE@unitedchurchla.org and we’ll sort it out. 
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