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Care Packages for College Students  
and Active Military 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The M&E Board will be sponsoring care packages for our College and Military 
members.  We plan to have boxes available at the back of the church for people to 

add small items to October 20 - Nov 3.  We plan to pack them up after church, 
November 3.  They appreciate the remembrance from their home church!  Some 

ideas include hand written notes/cards, gum, cookies (bring these the last weekend), 
green chile, granola/snack bars, lip balm, jerky, etc.  Be creative and think back to 
your first years away from home, what did you long for?  Wondering what to do 
with your left over Halloween candy? Bring it to church and we'll send it away! 

 
If you have a college student or military member you'd like to receive a package, 

please let us know.  It would be great to have a photo, brief description of what they 
are doing and their address.  Please send these to Beth Dermer 

(jbdermer@comcast.net) or the church office. 
 

Thank you much for all of your ministry to those away from "home". 



  Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message 

on Facebook. 

 

Office hours are Monday-Friday  

8:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 
 

You may reach the pastors at the Church Office 

number, email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 
 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

    gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

Kara Windler 

  719-930-6563 cell 

      DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

  

Upcoming Events 

6th  Youth Balloon Fiesta  

Trip 

All Church Potluck 

  United Families 

 

11th  Evening of Arts & 

Culture 

Women’s Retreat Begins 

 

14th  Indigenous People’s Day 

– Church Office Closed 

 

16th    Aspen Ridge Gathering 

 

18th – 19th Lads of  

Enchantment Concerts 

 

19th Parent’s Night Out 

 

20th  Sangre de Cristo  

Chorale Concert 

  

27th Reformation Sunday 

 

31st Halloween 
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Stewardship 2019 
 

It is fall and once again the “Stewardship Season” is upon us.  Our 

financial contributions to The United Church support a staff to lead us in 

worship and classes and to bind us into a caring community.  They 

support a physical location for church and community activities.  Our 

donations also support many missions which reach out to people we will 

never meet.  

 Later this month, stewardship packets will be sent out with a financial 

commitment card for you to indicate your pledge to The United Church 

for 2019.  Thank you for your continued support 

 -The Finance Board 

 

 

 

Lunch Bunch Callers for October: 
 

Linda McCormick, Pam Meyer,  

Cookie Halsted, Doris Ford, 

Nancy Bolme, Emily Engel, & 

Jean Wilson  
 

 



LOVE VITAMINS   OCTOBER 2019               HATE     IS A FOUR LETTER WORD 

Rabbi Jeffrey Myers insists that love is stronger than the “h” word, even after the 

mass shooting at his Tree of Life synagogue one year ago.  

“You would think that something as simplistic as The Golden Rule would be easily 

accepted by all human beings: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

Conversely, you would not do to others what is hateful to you. If you do not want to be 

treated in a certain way, just don’t do it to someone else. Simple. End of Story, Move on. 

Alas, this is not the case.”                                        (RABBI MYERS, SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER 

magazine.) 

Myers says we know nothing about others as “we all live in silos, many of which do 

not have ways to connect to others,” and often focus on “different” rather than “alike.” 

Rotary’s International House, Sydney, Australia gave me an education of acceptance 

and love for peoples of our world. We all had so much in common. Differences didn’t 

matter and we had so much fun and gave each other support.  

“To become neighbors is to bridge the gap 

between people. As long as there is distance 

between us and we cannot look in each other's 

eyes, all sorts of false ideas and images arise. We 

give them names, make jokes about them, cover them 

with our prejudices, and avoid direct contact. We 

think of them as enemies. We forget that they love as 

we love, care for their children as we care for ours, 

become sick and die as we do. We forget that they 

are our brothers and sisters and treat them as objects 

that can be destroyed at will. 

Only when we have the courage to cross the street 

and look in one another's eyes can we see there that 

we are children of the same God and members of the 

same human family.”     HENRI NOUWEN  

I see people as pieces of stained glass with many colors, some with multiple hues 

in one piece…some quiet, some bold, some transparent, some semi-opaque, and with 

different textures, all to enhance the light. Each piece is beautiful, yet they create greater 

beauty when united.           Window by former member Bob Brownlee.  

Rabbi Myers made a pledge, during a rally in Pittsburgh, to not say the “H” word. He 

says “Our choice of words lends a tone, which is frequently emotional, and can take us 

down a path that might become irreversible.” He reminds our country that we all come 

from immigrants, with the exception of Native Americans, and ALL are part of “this grand 

experiment called Democracy,” which can only be successful with people working with 

neighbors, making color, faith and sexual orientation irrelevant. He sees the “H” word as a 

sign of failure that effects the majority, who are good people. Many of these good people 



globally reached out to his congregation, much like people we didn’t know reached out 

to us during the Cerro Grande fire.  

Our Jewish Savior taught people to love and pray for those who hate them. Nelson 

Mandela is a good example, as he believed in leaving hate and anger and going on with 

life.  

Apostle Paul, who was so instrumental in bringing the GOOD NEWS to outsiders, 

wrote: 

“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lowly, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 

things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it 

into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.” Phil 4:8b-9 NIV 

Rabbi Myers believes, “Goodness must make regular appearances in our media”, 

not just the last two minutes of news. The American psyche needs a diet of people’s good 

acts. We are becoming too accustomed to news about death and crime which can 

make us numb. He hopes someday that there will be a lot more positive images to remind 

us of the good we can do. 

 “The performance of a good act causes the performance of another,” Jewish Tradition  

Rabbi Myers personally begins his “quest for goodness” by eliminating the “H” word.  

He then asks us all, “What do you choose to do?” 

On behalf of all good, imperfect relationships,      Betty Smith 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of October. 

Sandra Tolmie ~ Jan Sander ~ Byron Neubauer ~ John Rebstock 
 

Aaron Martinez ~ Kim Brasher ~ Bob & Gladys Erickson 

 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 

 
As has been the tradition since 2016, the MISSION and SERVICE BOARD focuses on one mission recipient 

in The Chimes each month.  Please keep that mission in your prayers during that month. 
 

WIDOW’S FRIEND 
 

 Each season the Missions Board receives a newsletter update from Widow’s Friend, our 

mission in Bangladesh.  Some of you may need a geographical reminder as to exactly where 

the People’s Republic of Bangladesh is.  As a sovereign country of South Asia, it shares land 

borders with India and Myanmar, is the world’s 8th most populous country, and one of the 

most densely populated.  Dhaka is its capital, followed by Chittagong, its largest port.  The 

country includes people from a range of ethnic groups and religions, though the politically 

dominant Bengali Muslims make it the 3rd largest Muslim-majority country in the 

world.  Constitutionally, however, Bangladesh is a secular country and guarantees freedom of 

religion. 
 

 Hence it is that Faith Willard, a missionary’s daughter, was able to establish a home for 

the suffering, abandoned, and homeless in this area, with the Good News of Jesus Christ 

underscoring all that is accomplished.  There are currently seven projects under the Widow’s 

Friend “umbrella”: The Women’s Center, School for the Deaf and Handicapped, Tongi 

Medical Clinic and Compound, Saidabad Clinic, Home of Joy (home for the homeless), Home 

of Joy School, and Friends of Bangladesh (FOB) Girl’s Hostel.  Included in the Tongi 

Compound are: The Tongi Clinic, School for the Deaf, Women’s Center, and the New School 

for the Slum Children at Tongi.  

 

 Many of the children at Home of Joy were abandoned, literally discarded, or brought by 

relatives after the death of a parent.  Some had simply been found in fields or put on the streets 

to beg.  Often patients at the clinics are too poor to access healthcare.  They suffer from 

treatable diseases (e.g., TB).  Many Tongi students have lost their chance to study in local 

schools due to handicaps or poverty.  Now they have the opportunity to even attend college or 

begin a trade.  It is important for each of these projects listed to have, as a basis, exposure to 

the Gospel.  For example, the village women in the Home of Joy Sewing center come weekly 

on their day off to learn Bible stories with Faith Willard.  HOJ children have devotions in the 

morning and evening.  Many of the HOJ graduates work with other mission organizations 

eventually. 

 



 As Faith Willard notes in the Summer Widow’s Friend Newsletter, there are new 

problems that have arisen.  A local man, “Henry”, who directs work at Home of Joy, is 

continually having to contend with the government adding new rules and changing the old, 

which is frustrating.  Henry recently received a call from the local authorities informing him 

that an international terrorist organization had targeted Home of Joy.  Police were sent out to 

decide how they could best help, with the result that 3 police are now living on the school site 

and working with 6 guards.  By the way, the staff itself begins each day with devotions; most 

have a Christian background, but some are Muslim.  Regardless of background, it is apparent 

that they all love to study the Bible and learn of God’s concern for them. 
 

 In closing, I want to share the story of a 10-year old girl now studying in the HOJ School, 

Boishakhi.  When she can, she lives in her uncle’s house, a difficult situation, as her uncle is a 

lame and sick man who lost his legs in childhood.  Her mother is mentally ill and cannot work; 

her father is a daily laborer, who finds it difficult to provide basic food for his family, let alone 

giving support for education.  She now comes to the morning free tutoring program and seems 

delighted to have the opportunity to learn, studying seemingly at all times and making good 

grades.   The teachers at her school are so very proud of her efforts, especially commendable 

as her parents are uneducated and she has hard work to do at home, being the eldest of 3 

daughters.  Obviously, Boishakhi has a much brighter future than her parents could have 

dreamed of, thanks to HOJ. 

 

 The support of our church and others is the U.S. is crucial to the continuation of Widow’s 

Friend.  Please pray for their increase in staff and capacity to thrive in a hostile environment. 

            

 

 

United Families! 
Join us on Sunday, October 6th at 5pm for our second United Families 

gathering. Our time will be spent looking at the topic of Grace...games, 

activities topic related, food and fellowship will be a part of our time 

together. Call the Church Office to sign up for the fun! 

 



 
In the wake of Hurricane Dorian’s devastation, we would like to remind you that 

the current recipient of the “Change for Change” collection is Church World 

Services.  It is an organization that specifically directs aid to communities impacted 

by disasters, such as those recovering in the aftermath of Hurricane Dorian.  CWS 

has proven itself in the past to be an efficient, prompt means of providing needed 

assistance.  Dig out that old piggy bank and help generously those who truly require 

support after Mother Nature’s catastrophes.  Thanks! 
 

 

 

Men's Koffee Klatch                                       
All men of The United Church are invited to coffee, 

refreshments, and fellowship!  There are no lesson plans, 

no required or suggested topics, no devotions, no 

leaders, but there is a lot of fun!  Hosting duties are 

passed around within the group.  The wit and wisdom 

shared cover all sorts of topics and the discussions have 

proven extremely interesting, informative, and 

supportive.  We laugh a lot! See you there! 
 

Thursdays: 9:30 – 11:30 am in the CE Building Lounge. 

 

 



 
This year, The United Church will be hosting 

events for Los Alamos’ annual Evening of Arts 

and Culture on Friday, October 11th.   

 

We will host two concerts: 

 

Los Alamos Community Winds 

Graves Hall @ 6pm 

 

Coro de Cámara 

Sanctuary @ 7:30pm 

 

 
You can find more information about the Evening of Arts and Culture  

at www.losalamosartscouncil.org/eveningartsculture/ 

 

 



Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

@White Rock Presbyterian Church, Fridays 10am – Noon  

We are largely comprised of women of the United Church 

 and are all welcome. 

 We spend time each week in study and, equally as important, in 

fellowship and prayer. 

 

 

  

 

For more information, please contact: 

Kara Winder at the Church Office 
 

 

               

The 2019 is scheduled for Wednesday, 

December 4th in Graves Hall.  We are currently collecting and pricing holiday 

items.  Please bring your "gently used" Christmas and holiday items to the Thrift 

Shop or Church Office before December 1st.  We will also need help setting up and 

selling items so save the date.  

Remember all proceeds help fund the WCSS Mission Budget. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sonja Elson       01 

Cheryl Warren       01 

Joanne Baty              02 

Sue Tonelli       05 

Nancy Bolme      06 

Brad Meyer       06 

Alison Mercer-Smith  07 

Jeannette Figg       09 

Rusty Gray       10 

Karen Rigg       11 

Brian Belobrajdic    12 

KayLinda Crawford 14 

Chad Lauritzen       16 

Steve Myers       17 

Nancy Nunnelley   17 

Gerry Strickfaden   18 

Betty Smith       24 

Austin Watkins       25 

Jody Rigg        26 

Larry Brown       29 

Darren Naud       29 

Alice Mutschlecner   30 

LeAnn Purtzer      30 

 

 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

All women of the church and their friends are welcome to attend this group.  

The books for discussion are selected by the group.   

The group is currently reading “What Are We Doing  

Here?”  A collection of essays by Marilynne Robinson. 

  

Monday Mornings: 

11:00 am – 12:30 pm       

  In the CE Lounge 

 
 



 

 



 

            Fall Women’s Retreat 

Marys and the Divine Feminine Within 

 
Presenter:  Lisa Jo Bezner 

Where:  Sonlight Christian Camp, Sonlight 

Place, Pagosa Springs, CO 

When: October 11-13, 2019    Event begins 

with dinner at 6:30 on Friday 

Registration Fee: 

$155.00   
 

Transportation will be available and carpooling 

arranged if you don’t wish to drive. A list of 

participants, a schedule, a map, and what to bring will 

be sent out in late September. 

Please register early! 

 

Come relax in a special setting.  Come renew yourself.   

Come be with friends.  Come explore. 

 
 

_________      Cut here and return bottom portion to The United Church, 2525 Canyon Rd. or drop off at the Church Office. _______________ 

 

Name:               

Address:              

Phone:  ______________________ Email:           

Access Needs:              

Dietary Needs:              

Emergency Contact & Phone:             

If scholarship help is needed; Please contact Kara Windler, Retreat Coordinator. 662-2971 

   Or I want to make a donation to the Women’s Retreat Scholarship Fund $     

I’m willing to drive and bring others ____           I’d like a ride ___          Either ___           Neither ___ 

Make checks payable to: The United Church (Memo: Women’s Retreat) 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: October 7th – Registration fee due at time of registration & covers program/lodging/meals 

     (Friday dinner through Sunday lunch) 
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