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Great is Thy
Faithfulness
Stewardship Drive 2020

Weekly Word
Weekly Word email: If you would like to
receive the email David sends out each
week about the upcoming Sunday, please
email or call the church office and tell us to
add you to the “Weekly Word” list.

Contacting the Church
If you have any questions or concerns, you may call
the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at
ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on
Facebook.
The Church Office is currently operating with reduced
hours in response to COVID-19.
We are in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9am to Noon.
However, we are checking our messages daily.
You may also reach the pastors at the office number,
email, or phone numbers below:
David Elton
979-219-8640 cell
david@unitedchurchla.org
Keith Lewis
505-412-9954 cell
gohorns_99@yahoo.com
Kara Windler
719-930-6563 cell
DCE@unitedchurchla.org

1st

Anniversary Sunday
Daylight Savings Ends
All Saints Day
Pre-Election Vespers
Service

2nd

All Souls Day

3rd

Election Day

7th

Book Lovers Day

8th

Cook Something Bold
Day

11th Veterans Day
15th Loyalty Sunday
17th Take a Hike Day
22nd Christ the King Sunday
26th Thanksgiving
27th President’s Day (NM)
28th French Toast Day
29th 1st Sunday of Advent

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
Sunday, November 1st

The first day of November is a very special day in the life of The United Church. It’s
the Sunday when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper as a congregation who is a historic and
unique witness to the unity of the Body of Christ. In a way, every Communion Sunday is
World Communion Sunday in our eyes! We will also recognize and celebrate the
congregation’s anniversary. It was 73 years ago that The United Church was officially
formed and began over seven decades of faithful ministry and mission in Los Alamos, the
Northern New Mexico region and beyond. We will give thanks to God who has been and
will continue to be, as the hymn proclaims, “our help in ages past, our hope for years to

come.”
November 1st, as we know, is the day the church has honored as All Saints’ Day and
offered special prayers for those who died in the past year. We will have a time of
remembrance for those members and friends of this congregation who joined the
Communion of Saints over the past 12 months. We will also have a time of prayer and
silence for those who lost their lives throughout our country to the COVID-19 virus. While
heartfelt sadness will be part of this day, because of our faith in Christ our Lord of Life, we
will also recognize this as a day of life!

David Elton

LOVE VITAMINS November 2020

“I can’t wait for this year to be over.”
And you wait, await the one thing
that will infinitely increase your life;
the gigantic, the stupendous,
the awakening of stone,
depths turned round toward you.
And then all at once you know: that was it.
You rise, and there stands before you
the fear and prayer and shape
of a vanished year.
-- Rainer Maria Rilke

What have we done with this unusual, movie-catastrophe -like year? What more can we do
now, in this moment? It is tempting to ask “Why God?,” but perhaps the better question is “what” is God
Doing and how can I be a part of that? With all that is going on in 2020, it is easy to focus on troubles, future
hopes, and miss the gift of each individual day of life. …

This Thanksgiving we can be grateful for All God’s Good in 2020, even if our perception is very
limited. The Apostle Paul went through many extreme hardships, yet wrote, “For our light and momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” 2Cor a4:17
Pain is not forever, God’s love is.
My mother was handicapped and had many physical troubles to add to whatever was going on
in the world, which she was very sensitive to. She cared deeply. One part of her coping was
following Norman Vincent Peale’s ideas on Positive Living, which was based on prayer and total
trust in God’s good for all of us. Peale said, “Realize the power that is within you, and you will no
longer be the victim of a depressed spirit. And what is this inner power? Simply the God-given
ability to believe,” This is not prosperity gospel or wishful thinking. It was believing that “all
things work together for good.” Romans 8:28a
I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Ps 18:8 NIV
We can follow the Psalmists example and shout out our fears, struggles and weaknesses to our
Lord, then glorify and thank God for times in the past where we felt his presence, and Thank
God for being with us today.

Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them;
for the Lord your God, HE is the one who goes with you. He will
not leave you nor forsake you.
Duet 31:6 NKJV
A friend, while sharing her Job-like family tragedies, ends each
trial with “God is Good.” Her faith carries her.
From the place where we stand, everything that took place brought us to this place, and we
want to remember all of it as part of God’s guidance. That does not mean that all that
happened in the past was good, but it does mean that even the bad didn’t happen outside
the loving presence of God. . . Once all of our past is remembered in gratitude, we are free
to be sent into the world to proclaim good news to others.

Henri Nouwen

God IS good and we also have our church family to be thankful for. We are part of Christ’s
family and are not alone. Reach out to people who need help. Reach out to people when you
need help. We need to get our minds off ourselves and realize that this year and these coming
holidays may be very difficult for many, financially, emotionally and physically. We can show
gratitude to God by being Our Lord’s hands. Prayerfully we can find ways to ease some people’s
burdens…
On behalf of all Good Imperfect Relationships,

Betty Smith

SUGGESTION: Start your day with Praise for God’s glory, unshakable LOVE and ability to
redeem all situations. Then ask how you can BE GOD’S HANDS today.
“End your evenings with prayers of gratitude. Right before you go to bed, instead of rehashing
the day or worrying about tomorrow, thank God for your blessings. List everything that makes
you happy, from the comfort of your bed, to the loved ones that make your life special.”
-60 DAYS of PRAYER, GUIDEPOSTS.

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
If you would like to celebrate an event or
remember someone, do it with flowers!
Call Irene Powell (662-5877) to arrange a date and
get the details on how easy it is to do.

LOYALTY SUNDAY

November 15, 2020
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
We will celebrate Loyalty Sunday on November 15th as a congregation who not only
sings the well-known hymn, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”, but who has experienced God’s
steadfast faithfulness for 73 years! This year’s stewardship campaign, “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness”, gives us another opportunity to respond to God’s faithfulness and grace through
our 2021 pledges.
We ask that you give prayerful consideration to pledging or increasing your pledge for
next year. The Finance Board invites you to please fill out your pledge card and mail it to the
church office, “Attention: Church Treasurer” by November 15, if possible. This will help the
Executive Council determine the 2021 budget to propose to the congregation in January. We
will give prayerful thanks for all of the pledge offerings that Sunday.
Your faithful giving will allow The United Church to remain faithful in our ministries
and mission next year and beyond!
Thank you!

Pre-Election Vespers Service
Sunday, November 1st 6:30pm
This has been a long and contentious election season. Join us Sunday, November 1 at 6:30pm
on our YouTube channel in a time of prayer for the United States of America. We remember
that there is more that binds us together than drives us apart. We proclaim that we are all a
part of one human family, beloved by God. We pray for wisdom, discernment, justice, peace
and mercy--in local, municipal concerns, up to national and international relations. Take
some time away from the 24-hour news cycle and join us for vespers that we may remember
who we are and whose we are.

Mission & Service Board
Our UCLA 2020 Navajo Ministries Christmas Clothing Donation
Even in the midst of Covid-19, our United Church was able to deliver 90 pounds of clothes to
Navajo Ministries Christmas Clothing donation. It was a team effort this year supported by
Norma Puckett, the WCSS, and the Thrift Store to select, wash, mend if needed and box the
clothes for delivery to Bob Fitz, who visits family in ABQ and lives in Farmington.
This is the 4th year that Geoffrey and I have been able to coordinate with Bob and the first time
to meet his grandson.

The photo was taken Oct. 17, 2020 by Geoffrey House with Gloria Gilmore-House, Bob Fitz, and his grandson.

Truchas Pre-School Christmas Items
One of the highlights of the Advent/Christmas Season is our annual trip to Truchas Pre-School to
participate in their Christmas Party and help distribute gifts with Santa. While we are not sure how
this tradition will be observed this year, the pre-school is open with roughly 10 students and we are
moving forward in collecting items to take to our friends in the mountains. Please gather books,
coloring books, crayons, socks, stocking caps and mittens for youngsters in the 2-6-year age group.
As we know more specifics we will pass those along…if we start planning now, we will be able to
take a large assortment of items to Truchas and bring a bit of cheer to a group of fun children. Our
friendship with Truchas Pre-School goes back almost 7 decades. Let’s keep the tradition going and
plan for a great celebration!

The United Church of Los Alamos

For now, we are planning for all classes to be via Zoom for the foreseeable future. Thus, to
accommodate families with many age groups there will be some staggering of classes. Here is
the fall schedule:
Children’s Sunday School
Adult and Youth Sunday School

10:45 AM to 11:15 AM
11:15 AM to 12:15 PM

The children’s Sunday School will be Growing in Grace & Gratitude. Growing in Grace &
Gratitude is a quarterly curriculum that helps transform the lives of children and those who love
them, shaped by grace and gratitude. Through fun, age-appropriate activities, prayer, and
singing, children and their leaders will celebrate the presence of God’s grace in their lives.
The youth Sunday School will be hosted by Pastor Keith.
There will be two adult classes, First Samuel & The Divine Dance.
Zoom information will be sent via email. Please contact the church office for class information.

Grab your favorite coffee or tea mug and join us for
Coffee & Social Zoom gatherings each Sunday at 10:30am!
This is a great time to catch up on how members and friends are doing
and to discuss church and life matters.

Fall 2020 Adult Programs
Rev. Kara leads a Sunday school
discussion of The Divine Dance by
Richard Rohr. For the full syllabus,
please see the Church website. If you're
interested in joining this class, please
contact Kara for more details:
dce@unitedchurchla.org

Standing
between
the erratic
times of
Israel
being
ruled by
judges
and Israel’s emergence as a strong and
united kingdom is the rise of the prophet
Samuel and Israel’s first king. Join Rev.
David as he divides the book into the
three main characters: Samuel, the one
who represents God’s presence and
word throughout Israel; Saul, the first
king of Israel who struggles to follow
Samuel’s advice at crucial times; and
David, who is anointed Saul’s successor
years before he actually becomes
Israel’s second king in Second Samuel.

Monday Morning Women’s
Book Study

Friday Morning Women’s Bible
Study

All women of the church and their friends are
welcome to attend this group. The books for
discussion are selected by the group.
The group is reading “And It Was Good.
Reflections on Beginnings” by Madeline
L’Engle. For a weekly reading schedule,
please see the Church’s website.

We are largely comprised of women of the
United Church and are all welcome.
We spend time each week in study and,
equally as important, in fellowship and
prayer.
The group is currently reading
“The Power of Ritual” by Casper ter Kuile.
“Rediscover connection, meaning,
and purpose through the power of ritual.”

Monday Mornings:
11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Online via Zoom

Friday Mornings:
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Online via Zoom

United Church Financial Trends
September Green Sheet 2020
Every month the Finance Board and Treasurer’s Office produce a detailed financial report which is available to
anyone who is interested. The following is a summary of how the financials are trending.
75% of the year is complete. For 2020 we projected to spend $613,529.00. Estimated is the following
income to cover the total expenses over the year from:
Pledges - $404,134

AHEAD by $28,065: If all outstanding Pledges(~$12K)
are given, extrapolates to be AHEAD by $40,000

Non-Pledges - $90,000

BEHIND by $51,639
By end of year, extrapolates to be BEHIND by $38,850

Building usage Gifts - $25,000

By end of year, extrapolates to be BEHIND by $3,700

Interest investments - $16,000

UNKNOWN but less than last year so far

Plate - $5,500

BEHIND by $4,630 – NONE since March

Operational Reserve - $72,895
To meet all projected expenses that were budgeted, an additional
amount reserved from church funds which were saved from previous years surplus.

As one can’t prove a negative, it is impossible to ‘count’ how much is ‘not’ given.
Missions ($90,000 budgeted for 2020 or 14.7% of the total church budget),
Currently spent $63,249,

70% of Missions budget, $26,751 available for remainder of the year
Missions extrapolates to save $8K or 9% of their budget

Personnel ($380,679 budgeted for 2020 or 62.0% of the total church budget),
Currently spent $278,220
73% of Personnel budget, $102,459 available for remainder of the year
Personnel extrapolates to save $10K or 2.5% of their budget
Trustees ($102,700 budgeted for 2020 or 16.7% of total church budget),
Currently spent $81,790.22, 80% of Trustee budget,
$20,910 available for remainder of the year
Trustees extrapolates to spend all their budget.

Everything Else ($40,150 budgeted for 2020 or 6.5% of total church budget),
Currently spent $17,450,
43.5% of Rest of budget, $22,700 available for remainder of the year
All Else extrapolates to save $15K or 37.5% of the remaining budget.

The remaining boards of Executive, Elders, Music, Christian Education, Finance, Membership
& Evangelism, and Committees are included in ‘Everything Else’. Executive Council is
budgeted to support Denominational Assessments, Ecumenical Support, and support for
emergency requests for aid, of which all has been allocated for 2020.
Trustees have made their major maintenance, improvement and Insurance purchases for the
year. Utilities, Telephone, & Postage will continue; costs are all trending higher, with the

exception of Copier costs. Unanticipated custodial supplies have overrun their line item, and it
is unknown how much snow removal for the remainder of the year will be required. Church
Vans have remained mostly unused, though there are still maintenance and insurance costs.
Budgeted computer purchases have been requested. Sanctuary boiler improvement/repair is
completed and is financed out of Designated funds.

Using extrapolated values (Blue & Red values above), loss for the year estimated to be $47K.

November Sale Days: Wednesdays Nov. 4 and Nov. 18
As of this writing we have had three successful sale days and ~25 days of pricing and
sorting. We will have two Sale Days in November, the first and third Wednesdays.
The donations were a little slow the first few weeks, but that is no longer the case! We have
been inundated with full bins almost every day. So please, bring you donations using the
installment plan, saving some for future weeks.
If you are willing to price and sort, please call or email Nina Thayer (number and address
below). We allow only 5 workers in the shop at one time and require masks, and hand
sanitizer.
Both workers and customers have enjoyed fewer bodies, and less crowding. If you are a
church member and would like to have a private showing, where you are the only customer,
we will try to accommodate that. Send a request to Nina.
Nina Thayer: 662-6835 or 505-231-6312
gnthayer@cybermesa.com

Opportunities for Service – Church Boards
Do you have a passion for learning? Do you just love to meet people?
Maybe you feel strongly about missions or enjoy working with numbers. Listed
below are many opportunities to share your talents at United Church!
Christian Education: Oversees children’s, youth, and adult education. Also
sponsors special activities such as All Church Camp, Vacation Bible School,
seasonal workshops/seminars.
Elders: Provides spiritual leadership through worship services including serving
communion, sponsoring church retreats and lectures, and caring ministries –
Neighborhood Umbrella groups, card ministry.
Finance: Works with the Church Treasurer to receive and disburse all church
funds and keep an accurate accounting. Sponsors the Stewardship Drive
and prepares the yearly budget for congregational approval.
Membership & Evangelism: Contacts visitors to our church, supports coffee
fellowship, coordinates Easter Pancake Breakfast and new member activities,
sponsors the church pictorial directory, and Monday Night at the Pit collegeage volleyball and dinners.
Mission & Service: Maintains contact with our supported missions and
recommends how we allocate our mission giving. Sponsors special mission
offerings and activities including Christmas Alternative Giving.
Personnel: Administers personnel policies of the church, including developing
job descriptions, performance evaluations, and providing a mechanism for
resolving personnel issues.
Trustees: Coordinates the maintenance and upkeep of our church property
and facilities, insurance, maintenance contracts, etc. It’s not all yard work!
Executive Council: Consists of chairs of all the boards, church officers, and 2
at-large members. Coordinates the activities and budget of the church.

Terms run 2 years, renewable for up to 6 years. Some 1 year openings are
available. Please contact the Church Office to volunteer!

Coming Soon…to you… Advent Kits!
This year has been a year like no other…we opened a decade with thoughts of new
opportunities, but little did we know that “new” would have a really different meaning. We
are used to worshipping in person and with slight deviations from time to time (think “All
Church Camp’) we celebrate worship in the same space every Sunday…or we did. Easter
and Pentecost were the first two big church celebrations affected by the virus, we made it
through the summer bypassing our traditional weekend at Ghost ranch and now we will soon
come to one of our favorite seasons and Church Seasons of the year…Advent/Christmas.
While we have postponed, put aside and reshuffled events and celebrations so far, we are
going to do something new for the special season we hold so dear…Advent Kits.
Prior to Thanksgiving, we will be delivering to houses a drawstring backpack with items
inside to help all of us navigate the Advent Season…there will be a devotional booklet,
candles and other items to make each home a “Celebration Center” during the holidays. We
will have items for children to use as we journey towards Bethlehem. Our season may look a
bit different but we will still be in a spirit of growth and celebration. We will announce when
kits will be delivered so that you will know when to expect your special package. We hope
that this small collection of items will bring a sense of joy and hope to you and yours during
the Advent Season. The First Sunday of Advent is November 29th.

Stop by the Church Office
To pick up The Word… or to donate your wares!
The Church Office is currently open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9am to Noon.
Stop by and pick up a current Devotional or donate to one of our many causes.
Please call before entering to make sure it is safe to enter the building.

PRAYERS
Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of November.

Myrna McDonald ~ Essential Employees ~ Jim Hebenstreit
Don Childers ~ Richard Swenson ~ John Graham
Betty Oliphant ~ John Seeger ~ Bob Erickson
Claudia Hilko ~ Thurman Talley ~ Karen Shuster
Dirk Reader ~ John Rebstock
Adrian Perea ~ The Youngkowsky Family
Dale Breshears ~ Andrea Gerstl
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Join us for Online Worship!
9:30am
Live stream of Service on YouTube
Search “The United Church of Los Alamos” and subscribe to our YouTube page
(You can also find a link on our website and our Facebook Page)

Any time after 11am
www.unitedchurchla.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheUnitedChurchofLosAlamos
Sunday at 7pm or Tuesday at 12 Noon
PAC 8

