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At the United Church 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Sunday, November 24th, 11:30am 
 

Thanksgiving Service at the  

Los Alamos Jewish Center 

Tuesday, November 26th, 7:00pm 



  Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message 

on Facebook. 

 

Office hours are Monday-Friday  

8:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 
 

You may reach the pastors at the Church Office 

number, email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 
 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

    gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

Kara Windler 

  719-930-6563 cell 

      DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

Upcoming Events 

2nd Shalek Memorial Service 

 

3rd Anniversary Sunday 

 United Families 

 

10h  All Church Potluck 

 

11th  Veteran’s Day – Church 

Office closed 

 Thrift Shop Training 

 

17th  Congregational Meeting 

 Board Meetings 

 

20th    Aspen Ridge Gathering 

 

21st Sombrillo Worship 

 

24th Thanksgiving Dinner 

 CROP Walk 

 

26th Thanksgiving Service @  

LA Jewish Center 

  

28th Thanksgiving – Church  

Office Closed 

 

29th  Church Office Closed 
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On September 28, the Executive Council and a few other representatives of the church 

had an all-day strategic planning session.  The purpose was to determine goals for the 

congregation for the next 3-5 years.  Now that we have completed the last phase of our 

master site plan, we thought it was important to determine goals for the congregation so that 

leaders, boards and staff will have more direction in our work moving forward.   

 

 The meeting was facilitated by Jim Hall.  During the month of September Jim 

interviewed all meeting participants and a majority of staff.  Thanks to the hard work of 

scribes who attended these interviews, he was able to generate an interview report that 

formed the basis for this intense planning session.  Meeting participants used the report as a 

starting point to prayerfully formulate goals, strategies and tasks.  In this approach, a goal is a 

future positive outcome that benefits the church.  Goals are usually broad statements that 

provide strategic direction and are normally relevant for several years.  Within each goal, 

strategies are more specific in identifying beneficiaries and benefits that result from an action 

“area” moving the organization toward a goal.  Tasks developed for each strategy are 

relatively short term actions specific as to time, responsibility and deliverable results.  Tasks 

will begin in November and are intended to be a first set of building blocks for success of 

strategies.  Of course, weekly and monthly ministries and mission activities of The United 

Church will continue throughout this time. 

 

 After identifying some of the church’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 

(SWOT) from the interviews, the Executive Council came up with these 3 goals and their 

respective strategies.  These goals and strategies are intended to build on our considerable 

strengths, address current concerns, and create an even more successful future: 

 

Goal A 

 The United Church is recognized community-wide as an ecumenical, multi-

denominational Christian Church… 

 1.  That is open, inviting & accepting 

 2.  That encourages and celebrates diversity of views, 

 3.  That is actively engaged in missions and service, and 

 4.  That supports continuous Christian learning. 

 

 

From the Pastor  

& the President 



Strategies for achieving Goal A… 

 Strategy 1.  Newcomers, young families, and people searching for a spiritual home will 

recognize the uniqueness of The United Church because of our outreach.  

 Strategy 2.  The broader Los Alamos Community will recognize the uniqueness of The 

United Church because of our doctrinal diversity, our history and covenant. 

 

Goal B  

 United Church members, non-members, friends & visitors will experience an 

outstanding ministry team, open and accepting worship services, vibrant classes, strong youth 

program, diverse music, and beautiful accessible facilities, because they will experience a 

unique Christian culture, intellectual richness and the opportunity to practice Christian 

principles. 

 

Strategies for achieving Goal B 

 Strategy 1.  The United Church continues to build a welcoming, diverse Christian 

Community that strengthens members and friends through faith, missions, and trust. 

 Strategy 2.  Members of the Los Alamos community know of the availability and 

history of the UC beautiful accessible facilities for community activities, because this is a part 

of our mission and service and provides an example of Christianity in action. 

 

Goal C 

 In 3 – 5 years, The United Church is addressing issues due to the sanctuary being too 

small. 

 

Strategy for achieving Goal C… 

 

Strategy 

 People searching for a Christian Community will find a unique home in The United 

Church because we create outreach activities to people who would benefit from being a part 

of our community (without an immediate commitment to “membership”). 

   ______________________________________ 

 

 These goals and strategies were inspired from the input of the entire group, then were 

developed by smaller groups in intense, creative, and often challenging discussions.  We 

believe there is an appropriate balance between communication and invitation to the greater 

community, and the continuation and strengthening work being done within our church’s 

existing community.  Our hope is that results achieve Goal C.  No goal is end onto itself, but 

builds on current ministries and missions of a congregation with a unique history, deep 



commitment to, and thankfulness for our wonderful culture and gifts, and the blessings of 

great faith and vitality! 

 

 The Executive Council and staff are working to begin tasks developed as a result of this 

effort, and will be communicating to, and working with, congregational bodies to carry out 

tasks.  The Executive Council will have an agenda item each month to review and evaluate 

this work. 

 

 Special thanks to Jim Hall for the many hours he gave to this work through planning, 

interviewing, correlating information, facilitating and writing a summary of results.  We also 

thank Laura Erickson, Gerry Grindstaff and Cookie Halstead for being scribes for all the 

interviews and the retreat.  The Executive Council will keep you informed about how we are 

progressing in these tasks, strategies and goals.  We thank you for trusting us in our roles and 

service, and for your faithfulness and prayers. 

 

 Grace and peace, 

 

 Nina Thayer, President  David Elton, Senior Pastor  

 

      
The 2019 is scheduled for Wednesday, 

December 4th in Graves Hall.  We are currently collecting and pricing holiday 

items.  Please bring your "gently used" Christmas and holiday items to the Thrift 

Shop or Church Office before December 1st.  We will also need help setting up and 

selling items so save the date.  

Remember all proceeds help fund the WCSS Mission Budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOVE VITAMINS   NOVEMBER 2019          

 

When you think of , what comes to 

mind?... memories of friends or family, food, football…? 

As we share food, we may not realize how precious these 

moments are. This photo includes Roger’s sister and 

family. She has now been gone for 10 years. When the 

photo was taken, we had no idea how soon we would lose 

her.  

 

Cherishing the ones we are with is an excellent way to thank God. These moments, whether the 

actual holiday or not, are GIFTS. Focus, listen, care and enjoy their presence, and forgive, as we 

are thankful God has forgiven us.  

 

As we give of ourselves to close ones, we can look for ways to give God’s love to those in our 

midst whom we don’t know. The Bible tells us to welcome the stranger. Psalms shares “the 

Lord watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow.” Ps 146:9   Hebrews 

exhorts us to “Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for 

by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:1-2  

The Old Testament is full of sayings like, “whoever is kind 

to the needy honors God.” (Prov 21b).  When an alien lives 

with you in your land, do not mistreat him. The alien living 

with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love him 

as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord your 

God. (Lev 19:33-34) 

Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to 

eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in…Mt 25:35  I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of 

mine, you did for me.” (Mt 25:40b) 

As we encounter those we don’t really know, those that 

seem hard to love, or those we are estranged from, we need 

to see them as Jesus’ does, and follow the second great 

commandment, “love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt 22:39, Lev 

19:18b) 

 

 

“When we gather around the table and break the bread together, we are transformed not only 

individually but also as community. We, people from different ages and races, with different 

backgrounds and histories, become one body. As Paul says: ‘As there is one loaf, so we, although there 



are many of us, are one single body, for we all share in the one loaf’”     (1 Corinthians 10:1). Henri Nouwen    

May we treat Thanksgiving with honor and oneness as Jesus did with the last supper. 

Thanksgiving Day is a yearly holiday. Giving Thanks Daily allows us to have an attitude of 

GRATITUDE and show Love and Compassion to all God’s children. 

We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give. 

Winston Churchill 

On behalf of all good, imperfect relationships,     Betty Smith      

 

NOTE:   I often feel lead by God to share certain things. I wrote the piece on Rabbi Jeffrey Myers 

insisting that love is stronger than the “h” word before I saw the Oct. 20th 60 Minutes program 

featuring the 3 congregations that were using that temple on different floors. The TV showed the 

city’s outpouring of love from many faiths and races. It felt, to me, like what God’s kingdom should 

be like. Another Rabbi promised she was going to fight for gun laws to keep such weapons from 

being sold. A Muslim leader said he and his people would gladly post guard for the Jews. The 

southern African-American Christians, whose congregation had been likewise slaughtered, came 

to console their northern Jewish countrymen. Tragedy can bring people together. Let’s try to do so 

without having to have a tragedy, as well as support those who are hurting. 

 

 
 

WANT TO JOIN THE THRIFT SHOP TEAM? 
 

What: Thrift Shop Training 

When: Monday, Nov. 11, 7-9pm 

Where: Lounge, moving to the Thrift Shop 

Why:  Provide extra hands for the holidays 

 

Have you thought of helping at the United Church Thrift Shop, but don’t know what’s 

involved?  Join us for a Thrift Shop information meeting, Monday, Nov. 11 7-9pm, including 

a tour of the shop and hands-on job-training.  There will be lots of time for all the questions 

you’ve never asked.  The current team is ~45 people, men and women, church members and 

friends and we always need a few more hands during the Thanksgiving-Christmas season. 

Contact Nina (662-6835, gnthayer@cybermesa.com) or the Church Office for more 

information.   

 

 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 

 
As has been the tradition since 2016, the MISSION and SERVICE BOARD focuses on one mission recipient 

in The Chimes each month.  Please keep that mission in your prayers during that month. 
 

Navajo Ministries 
 

The spotlight on the United Church-supported missions this month is Navajo Ministries, our 

local mission that has been focusing on helping our Native American people since 1953, 

Farmington being its headquarters.  Through various programs, this organization (in their 

words) instills hope, restoration and eternal values to lives that have suffered great trauma in 

the past, beyond meeting their physical needs, such as a clean, safe environment, and 

nutritional meals, the ministry involves a Ranch Program that provides animal therapy, 

structure and disciple.  They also are involved with counseling to meet mental health 

wellbeing.  There is also a religious focus in the encouragement of regular church attendance 

and of youth activities, plus daily devotions in homes.  A radio station, KNMI Vertical Radio 

reaches a broad range of the community (around 150,00) within and beyond the Four Corners 

region; this includes Christian music and the spreading of the Gospel daily.  “Christmas 

Connections” creates a unique opportunity for the Good News to be presented in a personal 

way--providing aid to meeting practical needs.  This program also provides opportunity for 

the community at large, making significant differences on the Navajo Reservation.  In 

listening to the participants and recipients of the local Navajo Nation, the President and CEO 

of Navajo Ministries, Raymond Dunton, has reported an encouraging measure of success and 

growth; he has witnessed professions of faith in homes, community, and listening 

audiences.  Staff and volunteers also have been gratified in how the needs of this group of 

people have been met, particularly in the ministry of the whole person: body, mind, and 

spirit.   

 Their programs include some of the following: The Four Corners Home for Children 

serving Navajo children who have been abused and neglected by primary-care givers.  After-

School programs provide ongoing education in the Navajo language and culture.  The Navajo 

Ministries also serves other Navajo children not on the reservation.    

 The United Church has made regular deliveries of, e.g., winter jackets, coats, hats, etc. 

(from our Thrift Store) and we are continuing to do so, thanks to sponsors/facilitators like 

Gloria Gilmore-House.   At this time, they have needs for additional staff at the Four Corners 

Home for Children.  They ask for our prayers for ever-pressing needs and for our continued 



financial support to meet demands of repairs and replacement of infrastructure. They receive 

no tribal, state, or federal funding.  Please keep the Navajo Ministries in your prayers.  Gloria 

Gilmore-House is our contact (661-0470) 

_____________________ 

 A quick addendum:  As is obvious by the number of Christmas catalogues arriving, the 

holiday season is less than 2 months away.  As usual, the Mission Board will be sponsoring 

its Alternative Giving options.  This year, they are the following:  Potters for Peace, Reece’s 

Rainbow, Mission Possible (Baby Boxes), and World Vision.  More details will follow in the 

December CHIMES. 

 

 

 

 

Join us for our Thanksgiving Dinner 

Sunday, November 24th 

11:30 a.m. 

Graves Hall 

Side dishes are welcome! 

   



Opportunities for Service – Church Boards 

 
Do you have a passion for learning?  Do you just love to meet people?  

Maybe you feel strongly about missions or enjoy working with numbers.  Listed 

below are many opportunities to share your talents at United Church! 

Christian Education:  Oversees children’s, youth, and adult education.  Also 

sponsors special activities such as All Church Camp, Vacation Bible School, 

seasonal workshops/seminars. 

Elders:  Provides spiritual leadership through worship services including serving 

communion, sponsoring church retreats and lectures, and caring ministries – 

Neighborhood Umbrella groups, card ministry. 

Finance:  Works with the Church Treasurer to receive and disburse all church 

funds and keep an accurate accounting.  Sponsors the Stewardship Drive 

and prepares the yearly budget for congregational approval. 

Membership & Evangelism:  Contacts visitors to our church, supports coffee 

fellowship, coordinates Easter Pancake Breakfast and new member activities, 

sponsors the church pictorial directory, and Monday Night at the Pit college-

age volleyball and dinners. 

Mission & Service:  Maintains contact with our supported missions and 

recommends how we allocate our mission giving.  Sponsors special mission 

offerings and activities including Christmas Alternative Giving. 

Personnel:  Administers personnel policies of the church, including developing 

job descriptions, performance evaluations, and providing a mechanism for 

resolving personnel issues. 

Trustees:  Coordinates the maintenance and upkeep of our church property 

and facilities, insurance, maintenance contracts, etc.   It’s not all yard work! 

Executive Council:  Consists of chairs of all the boards, church officers, and 2 

at-large members.  Coordinates the activities and budget of the church.  

  

Terms run 2 years, renewable for up to 6 years.  Some 1 year openings are 

available.  Please contact the Church Office to volunteer!  



 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of November. 

Byron Neubauer ~ Karen Wilborn ~ Brian Sierk 

Aaron Martinez ~ Kim Brasher ~ John Rebstock 
 

A Memorial Service for Rosie and Tina Shalek will be  

Saturday, November 2nd at 11:00am 
 

 

Wouldn’t you love to spend a couple of hours with this handsome man every week? 

 

After many years of service, Jodi Rigg has decided that she would like to attend Sunday 

School again and is ready to pass the torch of the Nursery Coordinator. Thus, the United 

Church is looking for a new Nursery Coordinator who will supervise infant and child care 

(through three years’ age) on Sunday mornings, coordinate volunteers and paid nursery 

workers, and maintain the overall health and safety of the nursery/toddler department.  We 

would love to have someone from within the congregation fill this role. If you are interested 

or have questions then please talk to any member of the search committee: Kara Windler, 

Marilyn Doolen, Anthony Puckett, and Chris Sierk. 

Applicants must… not be afraid of poopy diapers, be able to lift heavy and sometimes 

squirmy objects, have good communication skills with little tykes, good organizational skills 

with children’s playthings, and have experience with extreme levels of cuteness sometimes 

followed by high decibel outbursts of displeasure. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Litton Logan       01 

Aaron Lauritzen     01 

Katherine Elton       01 

Cookie Halsted       06 

Bob Tonelli      07 

Keith Lewis       08 

Mary Hockaday      09 

Jean Wilson       09 

David Powell       10 

Yvonne Gonzales    11 

Kay Swadener       12 

Altana Gray        13 

Mary Venable          13 

Pamela Massey       14 

Mirri Naud       16 

Janie Kelly       17 

Laura Whicker       17 

Michael Swadener  17 

David Elton       18 

Nathan McCulloch 18 

Roy Baty        25 

 

   
 

Lunch Bunch Callers 

for November: 
Corine Christman, Jane Phillips,  

Mary Kay Schroeder,  

Marilyn Doolen, Ann Cooke,  

Kathy Bjorklund, Pamela Massey. 
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