
Dear United Church Congregation, 

 

Although this long weekend may not be as enjoyable a getaway as in other years, I trust the meaning of 

this Memorial Day weekend and Monday will be just as appreciated.  May our gratitude for life and 

freedom be renewed as we remember and honor those who lost their lives in battle and service for this 

country. This Sunday we will be reading from one of the most well-known passages in the Bible.  It's the 

passage that was made into a song more popular than "On Eagle's Wings".  That passage is Ecclesiastes 3 

that begins, "For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven", and offers the 

poetic list of different "times" in life.  It's no wonder people remember these 8 verses even if we don't 

remember all the different times or their order.  We can add our own.  Besides, we may not understand 

some of them, like, "a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together".  Even with the 

agricultural context it's meaning is elusive and metaphorical. But we can understand what the wise 

writer/Teacher was expressing about times in life and life as a whole.   

 

God is not mentioned in these verses.  That comes in the proceeding verses.  And what the Teacher says 

about how all of these times relate to God is "old school" but true: all of these times are within God's 

creative and providential care.  Not just what we're experiencing today, but also what we experienced 

yesterday and will experience tomorrow!  Sometimes that confirms our affirmations and experiences 

about the goodness of life.  Other times it confuses or challenges our faith and trust in God's 

goodness.  So the writer tried to put it all out there through general examples about what we experience in 

life.  But we are also supposed to see that most of these times and seasons are influenced by our freedom 

and choosing in life.  We can choose when we're going to plant something or build something.  We can 

choose when we're not going to give in to hate or violence, or when we do offer help and healing to 

others.  We can choose our attitude during the rich variety of times every one of us experiences 

throughout a lifetime. 

 

If you have a chance to read these poetic verses, try and understand them one verse at a time and all 

verses together.  What patterns exist in this passage?  Where do things shift or take a different turn?  Is 

there a time or two that the Teacher wanted to emphasize more than the others?  How would any one of 

these times seem if its counterpart didn't exist?  And, yes, how do God and our lives of faith connect and 

sustain us through it all? 

 

Join us for worship this Sunday at 9:30am through our website (unitedchurchla.org) or Youtube. 

Scripture Reading:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

Sermon:  "Let All Times Roll" 

 

In our Prayers... 

 

Pray for Sig and Andrea Gerstl as Sig recovers in the hospital in Ulm, Germany from pneumothorax.    

And Richard Swenson who is now under Hospice care. 

 

Have a good Memorial Day weekend! 

 

Grace and peace, 

David 


