
     The ChimeS 
                       The United Church of Los Alamos 

United in our Faith Journeys 
www.unitedchurchla.org                                            May 2022 - Vol. 59 No. 5 

 
 

Lilies from the 2022 Easter Worship Service 



Weekly Word 
Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 2:30pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

       DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

 
  
 

 

4th  Star Wars Day  

  

5th  Cinco de Mayo 

 

8th  Mother’s Day 
   

9th  Lost Sock Memorial Day 

 

14th  Dance Like a Chicken  

Day 

 

16th  National Sea Monkey  

Day 

 

18th  Visit Your Relatives Day 

 

21st  Armed Forces Day 

 

22rd  Buy a Musical 

Instrument Day 

 

25th  Towel Day 

 

28th  International Jazz Day 

 

30th  Memorial Day 

 

31st  National Macaroon Day 
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The month of May brings with it a great anticipation for summer activities and the end 

of the school year.  However, we have a few weeks of church related activities before we 

change gears for summer.  On Sunday, May 8th (Mother’s Day), we will recognize two 

special groups of young people during our worship service. First, we will present Bibles to 

our 2nd graders (and former 2nd graders) who have participated in Children’s Worship and 

now move on to be present in our 9:30am service. This is exciting because we have not been 

able to celebrate our young people as they move up in their church participation.  Our second 

group will be graduating Seniors.  We always enjoy recognizing our young people who are 

graduating from high school and beginning new chapters in their lives.  We will present 

Bibles to our coming graduates at the end of the service.  I know that as a church family we 

will want to celebrate the growth of our young people and also offer words of encouragement 

as they continue of their journey in life!  

 

The weekend of May 13-15 brings with it a variety of opportunities for our young 

people. Friday, May 13th 6-9pm is a cookout for Youth and families at the McCulloch’s in 

White Rock (341 Potrillo Dr).  They ask that you please let them know if you will be 

attending (how many in your family) by Friday May 6th so that they can plan accordingly for 

hotdogs/drinks and chips.  Please feel free to bring sides or a dessert.  May 13-15 is also a 

Work Weekend for Sonlight Christian Camp in Pagosa Springs, Colorado.  Keith and others 

will leave Los Alamos bright and early early Saturday morning (14th) and drive to camp to 

help get things cleaned and set up for the coming summer season.  We will work all day 

Saturday, work Sunday morning and return late Sunday afternoon. As many of you know too 

well, to spend two days at Sonlight is a blessing.  We will work, eat well, have a devotional 

time and see firsthand what Winston and Mary have in store for a great summer of camp!  

SPACE IS LIMITED. So please let Keith know ASAP if you are interested in going.  We 

will be taking a van up and want to make sure we have room for everyone.  There is no cost 

for the Sonlight Run, but a $25.00 donation to offset food and lodging would be accepted. 

 

I want to take a moment to thank everyone who helped with Bible Quest (Children’s 

Sunday School) this year!  Together: we redesigned rooms…offered study of Bible 

Stories…provided new activities for children in a variety of ages related to our Bible 

Stories…were supported by generous volunteers and had FUN in the process. (And a mad 

dash or two.)  In the month of May, we will wrap up by looking at the story of PENTECOST, 

    Gearing Up 



or as we know it “The Birthday of the Church!”  Our last Sunday will be May 22nd.  Again, 

my thanks for jumping in with both feet and doing something new for our kids. 

 

Finally, Vacation Bible School (VBS), will take place each Sunday of 

August…beginning on Sunday, August 7th at 11am.  Our theme is “God’s Wonder Lab!”  

Mark those dates and be ready for fun with the whole family!   

            -Keith 

SAVE THE DATE>>>>SEPT . 2nd-4th<<<< 

ALL CHURCH CAMP @ GHOST RANCH 
 

 

75 years ago— Part 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: Catholic Pastor Bernard M. Burns, Protestant Chaplain Maj. 
Kenneth L. Ames, and Burn’s replacement Rev. Francis X. Campbell. 

 

 
Los Alamos, NM, May 1947— 
 

The dedication of the Chapel on May 4 was THE front page news. 

“The Los Alamos Chapel, concrete symbol of the religious faiths of atomic workers….” 

 



And a week later, the eyewitness account. 

  

Site Residents Witness Chapel Dedication Rites 

Los Alamos Times, 5/9/1947 

Los Alamos residents Sunday witnessed the dedication of their chapel on Canyon Blvd, 

where all denominations may worship. 

An impressive moment in the service was when the construction agency, represented by Lt. 

Col. William J. Penly, operations officer presented a token of the completed chapel in the 

form of a large key to Col. Herbert C. Gee, manager, Santa Fe area, Atomic Energy 

Commission, and commanding officer.  Col. Gee accepted the chapel on behalf of the AEC 

and the community. 

Upon entering, each person was given a souvenir program. Printed by the Los Alamos Times, 

it carried the chaplain’s words and the congregation’s responses, and was followed 

throughout the service.  The altar section of the chapel was banked with baskets of gladioli 

and calla lilies contributed by fourth grade youngsters who had been saving since November 

for this gift. The anthem “Build Thee More Stately Mansions” was sung by the Protestant 

choir. Mrs. Dorothy Bond played the electric organ. 

Open house was from 2:30 to 5:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Los Alamos Monitor, ~1974 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The M&E Board is sponsoring Monday Night at the Pit again this summer.  This 

ministry is aimed at the young-adult population in Los Alamos.  Although student interns are 

a part of this group, many participants are full-time grad students or employees of the 

national laboratory.  More than you think already have earned a PhD.  They live here. 

Here’s how it works.  Volunteers prepare a light, informal meal for the evening.  Covid 

threw us a curve last year, but we still fed 25 to 30 individuals per Monday event.  In 2019, 

we fed over 500 meals during the 10-week sessions.  Of course, there is volleyball. 

Usually from three to five volunteers provide meals each Monday.  Teamwork is a lot 

of fun and makes for light work.  The M&E Board ‘sets the table’ – literally; all tables, paper 

and plastic goods, and drinks are provided and set up each week.  M&E also does clean-up.  

Providers desiring reimbursement may submit check requests. 

Aside from entertaining these folks, this is a ministry to our whole congregation.  

Often, as many as ten volunteers and family members eat with our guests.  We’ve had 

volunteers up to age 90+, eating and discussing with the youngsters everything from white-

wall tires on a 1970 caddie to almost any topic one can think of.  It is a real blast and a 

blessing for all involved.    

 

The first session will be 

June 6.  Please consider 

signing up to help.  A 

sign-up sheet will be in 

Fellowship Hall around 

Mother’s Day.  (Bring a 

folding chair when it’s 

your week.) 

 
.  



LOVE VITAMINS    MAY 2022                           

Last month I shared Richard Rohr’s observation that judging others on 

outward appearances and what they do is like an executive saying to 

a  flower “What for God’s sake are you doing here? Can’t you get 

busy somehow?” and then finds the flower’s response 

incomprehensible: “I am sorry, but I am just here to be beautiful.”  

Our culture is in a ratings frenzy and these ratings can make or 

break business and, more importantly, individuals. 

 A 3.5 rating stopped my friends from going to the movie, THE GOLDFINCH, which I found to be 

very moving, with its pain, coping, and redemption. This stuck in my mind and furthers my 

belief that critics are overrated. They often don’t see what I see, nor even want my insights. 

Long ago, I read THE PAINTED WORD , a book describing whether something was “really art” 

based on if it did NOT have qualities of the past, deemed old and out of style. The critics’ word 

was all that remained by the time our culture subtracted all the “art is NOT” 

statements. 

What a scary world it is when “a good job” can be locked down in the number of 

stars or surveys that might be only filled out by the disgruntled or those not 

seeing a whole picture.  So many companies are asking for a service rating after I 

deal with their employee. What if I am in a bad mood or the employee has a bad 

day? Can the worth of their work be deemed properly from our 5 minute 

encounter? Our culture wants assurance that we always need to pick the “right” 

choices. We listen to other voices as supreme and valid. Yet, I remind myself that my love for 

chocolate ice cream (5 stars!) did not lessen the rating of my uncle’s beloved strawberry (his 5 

stars!), which I would rarely choose.  

There are so many who feel power on social media and other venues when they tear 

something, or someone, down. I appreciate constructive comments on online shopping 

products that help me make decisions. It is also good to share our own experiences to help 

others in life, but with God’s help we can do it without the desire 

for power and our ego getting in the way. 

It is easy to size others up too quickly and rate them, thus keeping 

us from seeing them as God’s Beloved. If we under-rate someone, 

we do not allow their complexity, hidden personality, joys, gifts 

and potential to surface. Overrating can put a person on a pedestal 

that they will surely fall off of. In neither case do we allow the 



person’s circumstances and culture to teach us another way to appreciate their singularity. 

“God can use imperfect material to accomplish magnificent purposes. Worthiness is not a 

criterion.”… Jacob cheated his brother, Moses killed a man, David committed adultery with 

Bathsheba then had her husband killed. All our Biblical heroes, except Jesus, “were unworthy, 

but they were open to change, change in themselves, change in their understanding of their 

Maker.” Madeline L’Engle 

When we are overly critical we can keep people from trying 

something new. Rating others puts them in a box where we 

miss their potential for change. Jesus saw people’s potential 

and knew they were God’s beloved. He loved being with the 

underdogs and outcasts and got very frustrated with the 

elite. 

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way 

you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 

plank in your own eye?....You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you 

will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”  Matthew 7:1-3,5 

So, go ahead and put stars for things that constructively, along with helpful descriptions, help 

others to make decisions. However, be open to the possibility of improvement. Don’t lock 

people in a rating. Don’t lock relationships in a rating. Be open to change and surprises. Often 

good relationships are like a slow-cooker where the ingredients are a bit raw in the beginning 

yet turn delicious if you give them time. Give people, and businesses, a chance to show their 

better side. Don’t lock in your “vote” before you know the whole story. Roger’s sister owned a 

restaurant and so many things could, and did, go wrong affecting people’s dining experiences. 

During this difficult COVID world, be patient and compassionate. Easter is so much about 

forgiveness and hope. May we spread that to those around us.  

Love Vitamins doesn’t need a number of stars. Some may fall flat, but there may be one that 

God can speak to you through and I am very pleased when I hear they have touched you. 

People do Not deserve ratings because they are all God’s beloved children, just like you. 

“God does not love you because you are good. 

God loves you because God is good.” RICHARD ROHR 

May we share God’s love so others can be their best selves. 

 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships,   Betty Smith 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 
 

Dignity Mission 
Update 

April 6, Gary and I drove the 150 Dignity Kits (hygiene kits) assembled on Chris Sierk’s 

deck, more than 100 pairs of sandals and 5 bags of clothes culled from the Thrift Shop to 

Placitas, NM.  We had a lovely dinner with Jack & Cheryl Ferrell, the organizers of the 

Dignity Mission.  First thing the next morning we joined 14 other volunteers at the Placitas 

Presbyterian Church and assembled 1100 dignity kits in just over two hours.  Wow, they 

have a very efficient, effective assembly line!     

 

Friday a large rented truck was loaded with our donations and: 

 341 cases of food and hygiene products,  

 975 more Dignity Kits,  

 125 children's kits,  

 485 blankets,  

 a gas stove,  

 15 boxes of clothing,  

 8 boxes of sheets and towels,  

 5 boxes of diapers,  

 6 boxes of toys, puzzles, and 

school supplies, and  

 6 boxes of miscellaneous items.   

 

Early Saturday morning the truck left for the 4-hour trip 

to El Paso where another group of volunteers unloaded 

the truck and began distribution to several facilities 

housing immigrants in Juarez and to individual families 

awaiting asylum hearings.  Within the month all of the 

donations were distributed. 

 

Nina Thayer, Dignity Mission Volunteer 

 



SAVE THE DATES!!! 

All Church Camp 

@ Ghost Ranch 

Labor Day Weekend  

(September 2nd – 4th) 

Details to follow in June’s edition of The Chimes 

 

 

 



PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of May: 

Harry Flaugh ~ Richard Swenson ~ Wayne Archuleta  

Ron Christman ~ Clark Thompson ~ Nancy Scheer 

Nancy Wohlbruck ~ Buck Siglock 

Gladys Erickson ~ John Rebstock ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe 
 

 

        

      

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED 
 

If you would like to celebrate an event or 
remember someone, do it with flowers! 

Call Marie Michnovicz (832-876-6994) to 
arrange a date and get the details on how 

easy it is to do.  

 

 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

 

The Monday Morning Book Study is currently reading: Would 

You Baptize an Extraterrestrial? . . . And Other Questions from the 

Astronomers' In-Box at the Vatican Observatory by Guy 

Consolmagno, SJ, and Paul Mueller, SJ. With disarming humor, 

Brother Guy and Father Paul explores this question and more over 

the course of six days of dialogue. It will make you laugh, make 

you think, and make you reflect more deeply on science, faith, and 

the nature of the universe. 

 

The books for discussion are selected by the group. 

 



Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

Lisa Moore       01 

Barbara de Nevers  02 

Joe Gonzales       02 

Art Guthrie       07 

Laura Erickson       08 

Claudia Hilko       08 

Phyllis Foley       10 

Mary Van Eeckhout  10 

Beth Dermer            12 

Chris Sierk               18 

Bob Hockaday         19 

Don Hanson       20 

Jan Mercer-Smith    22 

Deb Worley       22 

Charlie Bowman     23 

Adda Moldt             24 

Aaron Jerkatis       29 

Ashley Reader         30 

Lindsay Reader       30 

Charlie Windler       30 

Wendy Huff       31 

 

 

   

 

 

 

The Trustees would like to thank the many volunteers who helped clean up the campus at our 

last work party.  Without the help of so many hands we would not have accomplished what 

we did.  Many loads of pine needles and brush were brought to the Eco Center, aka the 

landfill.  If you missed the fun this time, we will have more opportunities in the future. 

 



 

 

 
Let’s do lunch beginning in June!!   

 

We will be using the Lunch Groups in our last booklet (February 2020 – January 2021) for 

June, July, August, and September -- brown bag lunch by the church volleyball court, Smiths 

on the Hill, Pig & Fig in White Rock, the deck on the ski hill, ….  

 

 We will be cognizant of COVID issues as the time draws closer.  We can meet in a local 

restaurant or outside as seems appropriate at the time. 

 

In May we will be in touch with monthly organizers.   

 

Gomar Jost!  Kampai!  A votre sante!  Salute!  To your health! 

Janet Hall, Cheryl Warren, & Emily Engel 
 

 

 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

          Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning 

group!  We are largely comprised of women of The United Church, 

although not exclusively, and you are certainly welcome to bring a 

friend with you!  We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer.  

 

The Friday group is reading Exodus, along with Peter Enns's Exodus 

for Normal People: A Guide to the Story--and History--of the Second 

book of the Bible: 
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