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Mexico Mission 2023: April 1st thru April 8th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

February 26th: Mexico Mission Meeting @ 12:30 pm Craig Hall 

March 5th: Fundraising Dessert Graves Hall (Time TBD) 

April 1st: (No Foolin’) Mission Team Departs@ 8am 

April 8th: Mission Team Returns late afternoon 



Weekly Word 
Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, 

you may call the Church Office at (505) 662-2971,  

email us at ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org,  

or send us a message on Facebook. 

 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 4pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

             Kara Windler          Laura Loving 

   DCE@unitedchurchla.org       262-853-4138 cell 

       DCM@unitedchurchla.org 

          
  
 

 

2nd  Thursday Ecumenical  

Lenten Program Begins  

 

5th    Mexico Mission Fundraiser 

 

8th  International Women’s 

Day 

 

10th  International Day of  

Awesomeness 

 

12th Daylight Savings 

 

14th Pi Day 

 

17th  St. Patrick’s Day 

 

18th  Memorial Service for 

Richard Swenson 

 

20th First Day of Spring 

 

24th  National Chocolate  

Covered Raisins Day 

 

28th  Something “On-a-Stick”  

Day 

 

31st  Bunsen Burner Day 
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Where did January and February go? The month of March is always a 

bustling time as we participate in the season of Lent, prepare for Spring Break 
Mexico Mission 2023 and look forward to Palm Sunday/Holy Week/Easter as the 
month ends.  In addition to the many “normal” opportunities we have this month 
for Youth at The United Church these stand out: 

 
March 5th in Graves Hall at 3pm, we will have a Dessert Tasting for our 

Mexico Mission Fundraiser.  You won’t want to miss the opportunity to taste 
amazing desserts, hear about the upcoming trip to Puerto Peñasco to build houses 
with Amor Ministries and contribute to the success of this long term mission 
partnership.  We are excited that groups are going back to build and we look to 
continue our relationship with Amor well beyond our 37th year.   

 
March 19th LASER Tag! We will depart for ABQ immediately following 

worship to spend the afternoon at Hinkle Family Fun Center and play Laser Tag.  
Specific details will go out in our weekly emails.  Let Keith know if you want to 
make the trek down for an afternoon of fun. 

 
Looking to Summer, I know it is hard to believe but it will be here 

soon…..Have you thought about going camp at Sonlight? (sonlightcamp.org)  If 
you haven’t already registered make sure to do that quickly as their camp dates fill 
up fast and you don’t want to miss out on a great experience in the Colorado 
mountains!  Also…..save the dates: 

June 7th thru June 16th….a special opportunity coming your way! More 
about this in April Chimes. 

 
Finally, a word of thanks to those who have helped during the van crisis.  

Both vans are up and running and we hope to prevent vandalism in the future. A 
special word of thanks to Eric Schmierer for promptly handling the Insurance 
claim! 

 

Keith 
 

 

 

 

    Gearing Up 



LOVE VITAMINS   MARCH 2023    A GREATER RIGHTEOUSNESS…. Jesus fulfilled the LAW 

“…seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” Mt 6:33a 

 “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the 

law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Mt 5:20 

 

The Pharisees and Teachers of the Law were believers. Those around them 

looked up to them. Most were not bad guys like a super hero movie nemesis. 

They were trying to be the good guys by following the Law to the letter and 

displaying their good deeds for others to see. Jesus, however, was often at 

odds with their strict adherence to the Law, judgmental attitude and showing off 

their faith. They lacked compassion and flexibility. Jesus says he did not come to 

do away with Jewish law, for it was good (Mt 5:17).  He placed himself as the 

authority to expand and fulfill the Law, not abolish it by saying, “but I say to 

you.”         Note - I wrote most of this LV in January before David’s February sermon, “But I Say Unto 

You.” This is a cool reminder of how the Holy Spirit works through all of us.) 

 

While seeking to understand perfect love and Jesus’ 

fulfillment of the law, I sought some of my favorite authors. 

Justo Gonzalez’s (THREE MONTHS WITH MATTHEW) says Jesus’  

admonition for us to be perfect (Mt 5:48), is not how well we 

obey rules, nor never commit sin, like the religious rulers 

were trying to do. Matthew’s previous verses refer to 

God’s perfect love for all, gifting natural elements like 

sunshine and rain equally for the righteous and the 

unrighteous. When we act in love towards all we will be 

also perfect. 

Yet we cannot do this alone. “Goodness is of God; we cannot make 

ourselves good through an act of will.”… “If I am ever good, it is not because 

I am trying to be, but because goodness is for a moment offered me as a gift 

of sheer grace. God is love. When we act in love, we are a part of God’s love. 

“   Madeleine L’Engle 

 “To act in the Name of Jesus, however, doesn't mean to act as a 

representative of Jesus or his spokesperson. It means to act in an intimate 

communion with him. The Name is like a house, a tent, a dwelling. To act in 



the Name of Jesus, therefore, means to act from the place where we are 

united with Jesus in love.” Henri Nouwen 

Richard Rohr, in EVERYTHING BELONGS, believes the Sermon on the Mount says “our 

inner attitudes and states are the real sources of our problems. We need to 

root out the problems at that level.”  Lust has nothing to do with love and is 

adulterous, needing God’s forgiveness and help to change. Hatred and 

unresolved anger are murderers. A destructive word slashes to destroy 

another person on inside. “The evil and genocide of World War II was the final 

result of much negative and paranoid thinking among good German 

Christians.” Rohr warns that we cannot afford such inner disconnection from 

love. We need to love our enemies, be healers of our culture’s separation, 

hate talk and prejudices. 

Be the person who breaks the cycle. If you were judged, choose understanding. If you were 

rejected choose acceptance. If you were shamed, choose compassion. Be the person you needed 

when you were hurting, not the person who hurt you. Vow to be better than what broke you—to 

heal instead of becoming bitter so you can act from your heart, not your pain.  Lori Deschene, FB 

 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships,   Betty Smith 
 

 

 

Update on Turkey/Syria Disaster Relief and Recovery 
 

After reviewing several very good options, the Missions & Service Board decided to 

continue our practice of giving to disaster/recovery relief through Church World Service.  If 

you would like to give support in Turkey & Syria through the church, please indicate that on 

the check or other giving method. There are many excellent organizations to contribute to, 

eg, World Vision, Project Hope, MAP International, but for years, we have given such 

support through Church World Service, which has connections to our denominations.  Of 

course, as individuals we can give to any organization we choose. 
 

 

 
 

The family of Richard Swenson appreciates the condolences from the United Church 

community. A memorial service/celebration of life is scheduled at 10:30 am on March 18 

(Saturday) at the United Church of Los Alamos.  



 

What's happening in Sunday School? 
 

1. The Bible Quest students made Valentines as a part of our Communion unit, sharing 
the love-- as Jesus instructed--with those who may not make it to the Table every time 
we celebrate together. 
 

2. We are experimenting with offering a session for Children on our Thursday night  
Lenten gatherings at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. We will make the journey through 
key events in Jesus' ministry. Please let us know if you'll be bringing your kiddos so 
we can plan accordingly. 
 

3. Again, thanks to our teachers, Carol Brown and Diana Little who contribute each 
week. Also to Irene Powell for helping out in February. We can always use help in 
teaching, so please contact Laura at lalsfnm@gmail.com to volunteer. Faith formation 
happens at any age, even for the teachers! We meet in the library on Sundays at 11:00 
and move throughout the building in a rotation workshop model. Give it a try--
perhaps a Lenten discipline? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

Chuck Tallman        01 

Corine Christman   03 

Vicki Cobble       04 

Nancy Bliss       06 

Milan Gadd       07 

Jeff Dermer       08 

Elise Ovaska       11 

Jerry Grindstaff        12 

Susan Watkins        13 

Alison Watkins        15 

Eric Bjorklund        16 

J.D. Johnson        21 

Ryan Worley        21 

Georgia Strickfaden       26 

Frances Meier           26 

Jack Gehre             26 

Jeanne Butler            27 

Linda Hardie        27 

Michael Keeler        27 

John Charles        29 

Bernadette Lauritzen 29 

Paul Lowe                 29 

Roger Smith        30 

 

 

 

Men's Koffee Klatch                                       
All men of The United Church are invited to coffee, refreshments, 

and fellowship!  There are no lesson plans, no required or 

suggested topics, no devotions, no leaders, but there is a lot of fun!  

Hosting duties are passed around within the group.  The wit 

and wisdom shared cover all sorts of topics and the 

discussions have proven extremely interesting, informative, 

and supportive.  We laugh a lot!  We will be meeting in the CE 

Lounge, or you can join from home with Zoom. Please contact the Church Office to be 

included on the Zoom link email. 

Thursdays: 9:30 – 11:00 am in CE Lounge & Zoom. 



 

PRAYERS 

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of March: 

Ken Schuster ~ Jeanne Butler ~ Dory Ryan ~ Barbara Jean Wilson 

Paul Mutschlecner ~ John Rebstock ~ Nancy Wohlbruck 

Harry Flaugh ~ Ron Christman ~ Sam Elson ~ Barbara Martinez 

Jeff Nunnelley ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe ~ McKenna Wangen 

Kara Windler ~ Tom Feiertag ~ Paul Seidel 
 

 

 

 
Lent at The United Church of Los Alamos 

   March 5   2nd Sunday of Lent 

   March 12   3rd Sunday of Lent 

March 19   4th Sunday of Lent 

   March 26   5th Sunday of Lent  

April 2   Palm Sunday Worship  

   April 6   Maundy Thursday Worship 

   April 7   Good Friday 

   April 9   Easter Sunday  

Sunrise and 9:30am Worship 
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