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Sunday, March 1st
Thursday, March 5th

1st Sunday of Lent
Thursday Ecumenical
Lenten Program Begins!
(See Page 5)

Thursday, March 12th

United Church Provides Soup @ TELP

Sunday, April 5th
Thursday, April 9th
Friday, April 10th

Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

Weekly Word
Weekly Word email: If you would like to
receive the email David sends out each
week about the upcoming Sunday, please
email or call the church office and tell us to
add you to the “Weekly Word” list.

Contacting the Church
If you have any questions or concerns, you may
call the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at
ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a
message on Facebook.

Upcoming Events
1st

1st Sunday of Lent
LA Opera Guild Concert

5th

Thursday Ecumenical
Lenten Programs Begin

You may also reach the pastors at the office
number, email, or phone numbers below:

7th

Mexico Mission Donors’
Dinner

David Elton
979-219-8640 cell

8th

All Church Potluck
Board Meetings
Daylight Savings Begins

17h

St. Patrick’s Day

Office hours are Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

david@unitedchurchla.org

Keith Lewis
505-412-9954 cell
gohorns_99@yahoo.com

Kara Windler
719-930-6563 cell
DCE@unitedchurchla.org

18th Aspen Ridge Gathering
19th Sombrillo Worship
21st Mexico Mission Trip
Begins
28th Coro de Camara Concert

From the Pastor
We’ve enjoyed a couple of years of a few extra weeks to adjust to the new
calendar year before entering the season of Lent. Once again Lent began a little
later than usual this year. This, of course, means that Easter Sunday will fall in
mid-April. These extra weeks have also given us more time to prepare for Lent.
One of the ways we have done this is by participating in the Ecumenical Lenten
Devotion book. These devotion books are now available in the Fellowship Hall
and Church Office. Within their pages are devotions written by 47 people from 6
churches throughout Los Alamos and White Rock. Thank you to the 8 people of
The United Church who contributed to this book (and to Kara)! May your work
be spiritual food for our hearts and minds along our Lenten journey.
I encourage you to read one devotion each day throughout these 47 days
between last Wednesday (Ash Wednesday) and Easter Sunday. It’s a powerful
reminder to us, and witness to this world, to come together as Christian
congregations and individuals for this spiritual discipline—all united in the life,
ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ! I pray that these scripture-based
devotions and prayers will comfort, strengthen and inspire you throughout these
days. And in so doing, help each of us grow in faith by drawing closer to our
faithful and loving Lord.
May Christ’s peace be with you throughout this season.

David
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ECUMENICAL LENTEN THURSDAYS
March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, & April 2nd
At Trinity on the Hill Episcopal Church, 3900 Trinity Dr., Los Alamos
Each Thursday a different church hosts the Soup Supper at 6:00pm in Kelly Hall. Classes
for all ages are offered at 6:40pm. A Prayer Service closes the day at 7:30pm.
March 5 — Trinity on the Hill provides the supper, the choir and officiant.
The Rev. Scott Thalacker will preach.
March 12 — United Church of Los Alamos provides the supper, choir, officiant.
The Rev. Deb Worley will preach.
March 19 — White Rock UMC & Presbyterian Churches will host, sing, & lead.
The Rev. Christopher Adams will preach.
March 26 — First United Methodist Church will host supper, sing & lead.
The Rev. Kara Windler will preach.
April 2 — Bethlehem Lutheran Church will host supper, sing & lead.
The Rev. John Nash will preach.
The Nursery will be open for children under the age of 5, from 6:15pm - 7:45pm.
Children have a class just for themselves with David Elton and Nicole Ferry.
Youth and Adults have a choice of classes:
“The Parables of Jesus” with John Nash (FUMC)
“Shakespeare 2020 Project: Theology on Stage” with Lisa Jo Bezner (FUMC)
Los Alamos Faith & Science Forum: Two Modes of Being and Knowing
LA Jewish Center Class
“Sippin’ Tea” with Pastor Scott and Pastor Chris
We are providing soup and bread for the Thursday Ecumenical Lenten program on March
12th. These programs have been well attended so please considering signing up to bring
soup and/or bread. You can find the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall. Thank you!

Love Vitamins March 2020

…whoever loves God must also love his brother?
Really? What about the “brother” I can’t stand to be around, whose actions I disagree
with, or perhaps even hate? I just finished a book about Russians caught in

Leningrad as Hitler was cruelly striving to conquer it. Although fiction, the
hateful details of starvation, pain and inhuman treatment are history and still
active today. It would be easy to hate in such moments. Yet Jesus asks us to
love our enemies. Most of us, fortunately, don’t have to deal with that kind of
trauma, but there are still people that are hard to love… like the rude ones,
strongly opinionated folks we don’t agree with, and the grumpy complainers of our world,
the angry ones, the dysfunctional, and those who have harmed us or others we care
about.
It is hard for us to forgive someone who repeatedly offends us. We “doubt the
sincerity of the one who asks forgiveness for a second, third, or fourth time. But God does
not keep count and waits for our return, without resentment or desire for revenge. God
wants us all home. “The love of the Lord is everlasting.’” Henry Nouwen

Hard-to-love people can be like this charred Maui hill side. We can’t see
the actual fiery cause of the ugliness, but just the aftermath. All people have
been burned, broken and hurt, to some degree, yet it is so easy to critically
judge them. Admitting we don’t know what is behind someone’s actions is a
huge step.
Perhaps we could liken difficult
people to our recovering mountains,
realizing there is beauty hidden that
can be restored to life. We can see
potential for God’s healing, and
even ask the Lord how to be a part
of someone’s healing. Many of us
planted trees after the fire which are
slowly maturing. Small things can make a difference on a burnt hill or in a
damaged life. We can try to see a person’s good, their potential, pray and
plant seeds of kindness.

JESUS asks us to “LOVE OUR ENEMIES, pray for those who persecute us.” (Mt 5:44), and
he did just that. Even in Christ’s agony on the cross he asked God to forgive those that had
hurt him, saying they didn’t know what they were doing. Luke 23:34
“God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him... We love because
he first loved us. If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone
who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not
seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.”
I John 4:17b, 19-21.

We need to remember the key – whoever lives in God. Our Lord loves us
in spite of our foul-ups, and it IS THROUGH GOD that we can love those we
don’t like. (continued)
“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be
hidden... a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the
house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”
Mt5:14-16 NLT
Author Bryan Stevenson, in his amazing book JUST MERCY,
took his own difficult life and deeply cared for other’s pain. The
convicts he worked hard to help had very difficult childhoods,
some were still children whose ability to mature and better
themselves had been cut off in adult prison. His results are like
new life on a lava flow, even to those he only could bring hope
and friendship to.
Our culture loves superheroes, forgetting that most start with
tragedy, disadvantage, underachievement, terror. “Almost
always, superheroes are broken people called to something
greater than themselves.” We desire to skip that part and “avoid the painful mess of
becoming a man or woman of steel. Worse yet, we often want to avoid people in those
messy stages of life. But it’s really in the mess where the hero develops his or her character,
his perseverance, his hope. It doesn’t always seem heroic or promising, but in Christ, it is.”
(Isabella Yosuico Mornings with Jesus 2019)
Jesus knew people’s potential to be better than their worst deeds. He called
Zacchaeus down from the tree, spoke of living water to a foreign adulteress, forgave the
sins of those that also needed physical healing. May He help us do likewise.
On behalf of all good imperfect relationships, Betty Smith

Two Towers Sunday School
Here are chapters and discussion topics we’ll be looking at for the coming weeks:
March 1st
Book 3 – Chapter 7: Extremes
Chapter 8: Wonder

March 8th
Book 4 – Chapter 7: Courage
Chapter 8: Endurance

March 15th
Book 3 - Chapter 9: Justice
Chapter 10: Wit

March 29th
Book 4 – Chapter 9: Resourcefulness
Chapter 10: Loyalty

April 5th Book 3 – Chapter 11: Nerve & Book 5 – Chapter 1: Worth/Worthiness

Welcome Julie Walker!
Julie is our new Nursery Coordinator
Julie moved to Los Alamos in 2018 with her family. She is a homeschooling mother of 2,
loving wife, and United States Navy Veteran. She went to college for financial management
and accounting. Her hobbies include cooking, crocheting, and cross-stitching.

Lunch Bunch Callers for March:
Jean Picard, Linda Goforth, Myrna Strong,
Nancy Lemons, Beth Dermer, Emily Engel,
Julie Van Camp, & Nancy Bolme

Prayer Partners for Mexico
Have you always wanted to be an active part of Mexico Mission but have just
never figured out a way to be of support besides participating in the Fundraiser
Dinner? Well besides contributing financially, you can provide much needed moral
support by being a prayer partner for trip participants. How do you do this? Simply
go to the sign up table in Fellowship Hall… sign your name by the name of a
camper or adult... grab a postcard and write an encouraging message to your partner
and return it to the office prior to Thursday, March 19th. During the week of March
21st-29th, take a few moments each day to pray for your participant. Perhaps you
know them and want to pray for specific things during the week or maybe they are
new to you and you’re happy to pray for a new and great experience. The postcard,
delivered in camp on Wednesday morning during group time, provides a lift of
spirits when everyone is tired and dragging from a hard week of work. Sound like
a plan? Have words of encouragement to share? Sign up please and be an
important part of Mexico Mission 2020!

Mexico Mission 2020

Donors’Dinner!
Would you like to support the MEXICO 2020 campers as they
travel to Puerto Peñasco to build houses?

Come to the Donors’ Dinner!
Enjoy a free meal donated by local restaurants.
Hear the stories and see the pictures.
Bid on select items in our “Greatest Hits” auction.
Make a donation.
Our goal is to raise $20,000 to build 3 houses!

Saturday, March 7, 2020
6pm in Graves Hall
Donations are always welcome,
even if you are unable to attend!
(Please make your check out to The United Church with “Mexico” in the memo line)

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study
@White Rock Presbyterian Church, Fridays 10am – Noon
We are largely comprised of women of the United
Church and are all welcome.
We spend time each week in study and, equally as
important, in fellowship and prayer.

For more information, please contact:
Kara Winder at the Church Office

PRAYERS
Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of March.

Sirleine Smith ~ Jim Hebenstreit ~ John Rebstock
Richard Swenson ~ Norm Wilson
Ronnie & Joel Moss’ Granddaughter, Isla

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study
All women of the church and their friends are welcome to attend this group.
The books for discussion are selected by the group.
The group will begin reading “The Road to Character”
by David Brooks on March 9th. Copies are available for
purchase in the Church Office or bring your own!
Monday Mornings:
11:00 am – 12:30 pm
In the CE Lounge

Happy Birthday!
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