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Congrats to our 2022 Graduates! 

(Left to Right) Ryan Worley, Yaris Eidenbenz,  
Justin Cayton, and Malcom Olsen.  

 

Not pictured is Tommy Oldham.  



Weekly Word 
Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, 

you may call the Church Office at (505) 662-2971,  

email us at ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org,  

or send us a message on Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 4pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

       DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

 
  
 
 

 

3rd   National Donut Day  

  

4th  Los Alamos Chamberfest 

 

6th  D-Day 

 

7h  National Chocolate Ice  

Cream Day 
   

11th  National Corn of the Cob  

Day 

 

14th  Flag Day 

 

18th  Go Fishing Day 

 

19th  Juneteenth 

 Father’s Day 

 

21st  First Day of Summer 

 

24th   Take Your Dog to Work 

Day 

 

26th  Annual Outdoor  

Worship 

 

28th  Paul Bunyan Day 

 

29th  Waffle Iron Day 
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A Good Word…. 
 

A few years back Dr. Joey Jeter, Disciples of Christ Pastor, a well-respected member of 
the faculty of Brite Divinity School and preacher, passed away.  He had battled Alzheimer’s 
Disease valiantly and his passing left a void amongst students and colleagues that is still felt 
today.  One of his former students reminded those who knew him to “give a good word for 
Jesus” on the first Sunday after his passing.  Joey was also known for teaching his students how 
to handle moments of tragedy as a pastor, the ways to function in a role of responsibility and 
how to act as the conduit between God and those whose lives have been completely upended in 
unspeakable instances.  When the events of Uvalde, Texas began to unfold on television and on 
the airwaves I was with Madison heading to the “Beyond Van Gogh” exhibit in Albuquerque. I 
knew of the initial report but intentionally stayed in the moment with her to soak up all of the 
precious time I could with my lovely, soon to be 7th grader.  She is beautiful (Dad bias), bubbly, 
full of energy and full of life. I cannot imagine the incredible grief, the soul crushing agony and 
the cries of parents weeping uncontrollably as they waited to learn the fate of their 2nd, 3rd and 
4th graders at Robb Elementary School.  I have thought about Joey often in the last 24 hours.  
What he would say, perhaps with great indignation.  And if I am honest, “give a good word for 
Jesus” is not at the top of my list one day later as I sit at my desk and try to formulate a coherent 
thought about senseless loss, our society as a whole, The Church (Body of Christ) with all of its 
imperfections and what is the right thing to say or what is best left unsaid.  The emotions are 
simply too raw for this former Marine, Minister for 25 years, and Dad/Bonus Dad for 3 lovely 
women.  In truth there is nothing to be said, any and everything that comes out of our mouths 
have been said before, just in perhaps a different word order.  Speaking in any tone other than 
personal statements of sadness come off as trite, insignificant noise meant to occupy silence. I’d 
prefer silence and with it a faint hope of reverence. 
 

However, as people of faith who walk alongside those who grieve, we have an obligation 
to remember those whose lives were lost or changed forever at Robb Elementary in Ulvade [and 
Buffalo, Newtown, Orlando, Las Vegas and the list goes on.] We are also called to focus our 
attention on systemic issues that bring bad news into our living rooms and onto our laptops and 
onto our campuses…houses of worship and the everyday places we gather.  Whether it is in our 
Old Testament reading from the prophet Micah “He has shown you O man what is good and 
what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God,” 
or the words of our Savior Jesus Christ who leaves his Disciples with this command in John “a 
new command I give you; Love one another as I have loved you,” we have been instructed 
about our responsibilities…the question remains “will we step up?”  There are no easy answers, 
no quick solutions and no snap of the fingers to bring about a quick fix.  The Church, our 
Church is a partner in the work that has to be done to curb the instances of violence that grab 
headlines and leave families and communities decimated. If we stand idly by and simply utter 
clichés and “thoughts and prayers,” then the words we offer are not a Good Word for Jesus but 
hollow and meaningless tripe. If, on the other hand we admit that we are walking into uncharted 
territory with the intent to foster a new way of working, building community and sharing life 
together and our actions reflect our intent…. Then there is optimism that our word is truly our 
bond, and thus A Good Word for Jesus. 
            -Keith 



 
 

 

 
 

When I wrote the column for May Chimes I had no clue that we would be sitting on the edge 

of our seats to see if we would be evacuated because of the Cerro Pelado fire.  While we are 

literally not out of the woods yet, we are working towards a somewhat “normal” routine as 

we enter Summer season.  We keep communities experiencing hardship because of fires in 

our prayers and we give thanks for men and women who work tirelessly on our behalf to 

keep Los Alamos from harm 

 

Bible Quest has wrapped up for the year. Our children were fortunate to learn about the 

Creation Story, Joseph, Moses, Wise Men, The Call of the Disciples, The Last Supper, and 

Pentecost during the course of our Church School year.  My thanks to all who volunteered 

their time and talents to lead a workshop(s), shepherd, design/build part of our workshop 

areas, and parents who made sure their young people were here to learn a new Bible Story 

each month.  We look forward to a great Fall of learning together and exploring new stories.  

Bible Quest is a weekly program during the 11 am Sunday School hour that teaches young 

people (ages 5-5th grade) a Bible Story through a variety of activities over the course of a 

month.  Activities can include: Art, Drama, Science, Story Time, Cooking and Video to name 

a few.  If you think that you would like to volunteer to help with Bible Quest, please contact 

Keith Lewis, Anthony Puckett, Carol Brown or a member of the Christian Education 

Committee. We will be happy to match your skills with the needs of our program! 

 

Summer may be fast approaching, but that does not mean that the church stops activities until 

we go back to school in August. We will have an opportunity for children and youth to gather 

the first Sunday of June (5th) and July (3rd) for a time of fun and connection beginning at 

11am.  Our June 5th activity will be a movie in Craig Hall.  More information to follow.  

What will happen in July? Stay tuned.  With so many folks in and out over S, please check 

David’s Weekly Word email and Bulletin Announcements to stay up to speed with activities 

here at United Church. 

 

Finally, Vacation Bible School (VBS), will take place each Sunday of August…beginning on 

Sunday, August 7th at 11am.  Our theme is “God’s Wonder Lab!”  Mark those dates and be 

ready for fun with the whole family!  Have a safe and fun Summer!  - Keith 

 

SAVE THE DATE>>>>SEPT . 2nd-4th<<<< 

ALL CHURCH CAMP @ GHOST RANCH 

    Gearing Up 



75 years ago— Part 6 

 

 

 

The Atomic Energy 

Commission (AEC) 

announced plans to 

“permanentize” Los 

Alamos as the town 

was transitioning 

from army 

cantonment to a 

civilian community.  

  

 

Change was the order of every day, literally, in 1947. Los Alamos. Ranch school buildings 

were disappearing, wartime structures, in use one day, were gone the next in the fomentation 

a civilian town where a few years before there was none. New permanent-type housing was 

developing on previously undeveloped land—Western Area and North Community. 

Architects’ drawings of elements of the new town appeared in many of the 1947 Los Alamos 

Times weekly newspapers—The Chapel, the telephone building (now Teen Center) and the 

Community Center (now Central Park Square). 

 

To recap previous articles, the Standard Issue army Chapel had been moved just a few 

months before from shuttered Bruns Army Hospital in Santa Fe to Los Alamos at the request 

of the citizenry of this brand-new town where nobody but Uncle Sam owned real estate. The 

building was officially transferred from army command to the Atomic Energy Commission 

manager who accepted the chapel for the community. The Chapel, then, was to be utilized by 

all religious groups.  

 

What I’ve really been wanting to talk about, though, in this series specifically for the Chimes 

is the vibrant post-WW2 young folks who were populating Los Alamos, the moving of the 

Holy Spirit, and why Los Alamos was the perfect place to spawn an ecumenical venture. The 

remaining “history” articles will discuss what was going on in “church union” movements of 

the 20th Century, and what was about to culminate right here, thanks to a “second-hand” army 

chapel, a world war, and a bunch of young folks. Innovation and collaboration. 

    --Georgia Strickfaden 

In 1947, Los 
Alamos, was as 
shown in 1949 
directory

10     Chapel

10

TECH AREA

75 years ago Part 6
—Los Alamos June 1947

A year of transition from Army to Atomic
Energy Commission—still a federal reserve
but now operated by a new civilian agency.
As seen in last month’s article about the
dedication of the Chapel, the building was
simply transferred to the community of
Los Alamos, the military and AEC chaplains
started holding both Catholic & Protestant 
services in the newly reconstructed chapel,
and missing from this map is the landmark
Ranch School Big House where the 
Devotional Center had been located,
having been demolished for the 
development of the Community Center.
On this map, very few of the streets and
structures still exist today.
The Chapel (#10), though, endures.



LOVE VITAMINS   JUNE 2022            MY EYES THAT I MAY PART 1 

 

 Robert Bateman 

 
 

Robert Bateman has been one of my favorite artists and teachers 

for over 30 years. His work (shown left) is exquisite and he is a 

beautiful person inside and out. His passion for painting the 

beautiful creation around him has brought him many high 

accolades, including the first person to have a wildlife painting in 

an art museum. His Bateman Foundation continues to help nature 

and teach others to do so also and is a nice way to see his art. 
Painting in the National Wildlife Art Museum in Jackson Hole, Wy. 

 

is hard to go through. Many are displaced, others 

spared by wind direction and terrain. Being nervous and afraid is 

normal, especially when we have been through a fire that 

devastated our town. We were fortunate but the devastation was so 

close. One of four kids at the Aspen school had no home. After the 

Cerro Grande Fire, I was part of a “Fire Memories” art show at Fuller 

Lodge. I painted my sunflowers which survived, tall and beautiful.  

Since then I have sought God’s natural beauty in the midst of hard 

times. Birds are, and were, a solace during the worst of COVID as they 

continue living unaware. A fern breaking through a blackened Hawaiian lava field 

inspired me too seek creations’ wonders even in the midst of devastation. The burn scars 

that have helped slow the latest fire, will bear life again. These things give me great hope 

in the midst of life’s fire-storms.  

 

The Bible speaks not the how of creation, but Who 

created this amazing planet and that it was Good. We 

are to be its stewards and remember with gratitude that 

it is a GIFT for all now and for our children’s children. So 

much of our culture considers its uses without thinking of 

the future. I hope to leave this earth better than I found 

it in some way. 



“Native peoples learned of the divine, the sacred, 

God, through the natural world. They already saw 

the Great Spirit in everything,” as Pope John Paul II 

once told southwestern natives here,” Religion was 

much more about healing and harmonizing than 

sin management….it had the power to make the 

world a much more livable place than we have 

made it.” Native peoples live in “a world where 

everything belonged, including themselves.” Richard 

Rohr 

Oculus was fun and brought laughter from family watching me try to 

run a small store. Excellent photos and videos of Zion cannot begin to 

explain the awe and majesty we saw. Virtual reality does not come 

close to seeing, touching and smelling nature for yourself, which has 

the power to change you and bring such depth and joy.  

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 

right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 

anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  

(nature memories are a good example) Whatever you have learned or 

received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it in to practice. And 

the God of peace will be with you.” Phil 4:8-9 

ummer is such a good time to ask God to help open our eyes 

to creation and our Loved ones. With open eyes we can stay in tune with God, 

be grateful and help others (like the NM fire victims)… even in our world of division, war, 

disease and hunger.  

that I may SEE and SHARE Your created Gifts that surround me. 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships, Betty Smith 

 

 

 

Don Tolmie has moved! 
 

You can find him at: 
10501 Lagrima de Oro Rd. NE,  

Apt #6403 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

 (505) 420-4481 or (505) 670-5087 



 

Do you have a musical talent you would like to share with our congregation this summer?  If 

you would like to provide a solo, duet, or be part of an ensemble (vocal or instrumental) 

providing special music for Sunday Worships, please call the Director of Music Ministries, 

Suzanne Johnson, at 662-2971 or 662-7987. 

 

 
Dear Friend, 

We have been hearing and reading sad and shocking news about war, destruction, 
violence, and great human suffering in Ukraine for three months now. Millions have fled, and 
thousands have lost their homes, wounded, and died. Amid this gloomy news, a new generation 
of Ukraine is growing. Hope that lives! "Now is a new time. Now is the time to act and work!" 
Mission Possible team member Tanja encourages young people and adults to worship in their 
home churches.  

Every day, young people work alongside adults; they come to Mission Possible's office to 
pack food boxes for distribution in the Odesa region and the war zone cities to its east. There is 
a lot of work; our team has already purchased more than 100 tons of food. Over the next few 
months, they are preparing to distribute 12,000 food boxes to those in need. Fear, depression, 
and hopelessness surround them, but they choose to fight against these emotions and serve. 
They have given themselves as weapons of goodness against injustice, and even today, they 
continue to work with older generations in trusting in the God of hope and future. 
 
 Thank you for hoping with us, praying, and remembering those in need. 
 

Our hope is not in vain! 
Let's continue to pray and trust in God! 



Mission & Service Board 
 

 
 

Dignity Mission 
Update 

Six volunteers assembled 150 hygiene kits on Sunday, May 15 on Chris Sierk’s lovely deck.  

Special thanks to Chris, Alice Mutschlecner, Celia Holmes, Irene Powell and Gary Thayer 

for their help.  In addition to giving these kits to immigrants awaiting asylum hearings in 

Ciudad Juarez, they are also being given to immigrants who arrive in Albuquerque by bus on 

their way to meeting their sponsors anywhere in the country.   

 

The contents of each kit costs about $5.00 and includes, bar of soap, hand towel, toothbrush, 

toothpaste, lip balm, razor blade, face mask, shampoo, lotion, comb, deodorant, nail file and 

a hand written message of Christian friendship in Spanish.  This cost is covered by a $6500 

grant from the memorial and gifts given in memory of church members by friends and 

family. 

 

The recent changes in immigration regulations will very likely speed up the flow of migrants 

coming into the US through Juarez-El Paso.  The vast numbers of these people are fleeing 

Haiti, Cuba, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and recently  

the Ukraine.  The numbers are expected to increase. 

 

In addition to the hygiene kits, we also carefully select from the items culled off of the Thrift 

Shop shelves and racks to provide bags of sandals and appropriate adult and children’s 

clothing. 

 

The next delivery of kits, food and clothing will take place Saturday, June 4.  Contact me to 

have your name added to our list of volunteers. 

 

Nina Thayer, Dignity Mission Volunteer 

505-662-6835, 

gnthayer@cybermesa.com 

 



SAVE THE DATES!!! 

All Church Camp 

@ Ghost Ranch 

Labor Day Weekend  

(September 2nd – 4th) 

Details Forthcoming 

 

 



PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of June: 

Harry Flaugh ~ Richard Swenson ~ Karen Brandt 

Ron Christman ~ Edith Stringer ~ Nancy Scheer 

Beth Johnson ~ Nancy Wohlbruck ~ Buck Siglock 

John Rebstock ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe 
 

 

        

      

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED 
 

Please sign up now for summer celebrations and 

memorials. Cut flowers or flowering potted plants 

from your home would also be appreciated. Call to 

sign up and make arrangements with Marie 

Michnovicz, 832-876-6994.  

 

 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

 

The Monday Morning Book Study is currently reading: Would 

You Baptize an Extraterrestrial? . . . And Other Questions from the 

Astronomers' In-Box at the Vatican Observatory by Guy 

Consolmagno, SJ, and Paul Mueller, SJ. With disarming humor, 

Brother Guy and Father Paul explores this question and more over 

the course of six days of dialogue. It will make you laugh, make 

you think, and make you reflect more deeply on science, faith, and 

the nature of the universe. 

 

The books for discussion are selected by the group. 

 



 

 

 

 

John Puckett       01 

Ivars Henins       02 

Terry FitzPatrick     03 

John Worley       04 

Dan Rusthoi       05 

Garth Reader       07 

Ron Strong               07 

Susie Feiertag       09 

Betsy Grindstaff     09 

AJ Schmierer            09 

John Bliss        10 

Paul Cyre                  14 

Beth Johnson        17 

Daisy McCulloch     17 

Tom McDonald        19 

Jim Howard              19 

Myrna McDonald    20 

Kyle Jerkatis       25 

Joann Brown            26 

Ashley Schmiedicke  30 

Lori Rigg                 30 

   

 

 

Graduation 2022! 
We want to take a moment to congratulate our High School graduates who will finish the 

academic year with graduation exercises taking place on Saturday, May 28th.  Justin Cayton, 

son of Beth and Greg Cayton …Grandson of Laura and Randy Erickson, plans to work in 

Los Alamos this Fall and see what opportunities arise in the future.  Yaris Eidenbenz, son of 

Seraina and Stephan Eidenbenz, plans to attend Arizona State University and study 

Environmental Engineering.  Tommy Oldham, son of Susan and Warren Oldham, plans to 

attend University of Arizona and study Biology. Malcolm Olsen, Son of Jennifer and Chris 

Olsen…Grandson of Marge Lewis, plans to attend New Mexico State University and study 

Mechanical Engineering.  Ryan Worley, son of Rev. Deb Worley and Chris Worley, plans to 

attend Colorado State University and study Computer Science.  We are so proud of each of 

you, we pray God’s blessings upon you as you move forward in life and we hope that you 

will visit United Church whenever you are able.   

 



 

 

 
Let’s do lunch beginning in June!!   

 

Lunch Bunch Callers this month: 

 

Janet Hall ~ Zena Thomas ~ Laura Erickson  

Nancy Nunnelley ~ Jane Phillips 

Vicki Cobble ~ Vivien Chen ~ Nancy Bliss 
 

 

 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

          Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning 

group!  We are largely comprised of women of The United Church, 

although not exclusively, and you are certainly welcome to bring a 

friend with you!  We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer.  

 

The Friday group will take June off, but will return in July with Rob 

Bell’s “Love Wins”. 
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