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OUTDOOR WORSHIPS in JUNE! 
 

June 13th & 27th! 
(All June services will be streamed live on our YouTube channel) 

 

The Church leadership is taking this month to transition carefully to in-person 

worship and other activities.  The Executive Council will be assessing this month’s 

events and continuing discussion about moving forward with weekly in-person 

worship and more, at their next meeting on June 13th. 

 

Please watch for notices about worship plans, office hours, meetings, and more in 

the Weekly Word emails, next month’s Chimes, and worship announcements. 

 

Thank you for your patience and support!  -Church Leadership & Staff 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

  Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday mornings: 9am – 1pm. We encourage you to 

still use email or the phone to contact us to limit the 

number of people in the Church buildings during this 

Public Health concern. 
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

              719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

4th   Hug Your Cat Day 

 

5th   National Trails Day 

 

6th  D-Day 

 

10th  Iced Tea Day 

 

13th  Outdoor Worship 

 

14th  Flag Day 

 

19th  Juneteenth 

 

20th  Father’s Day 

20th  Summer Solstice 

 

22nd National Chocolate  

Éclair Day   

 

26th  Take Your Dog to Work  

Day 

 

27th  Outdoor Worship 

 

29th Waffle Iron Day 

 

30th  Meteor Day 
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Summer is rapidly approaching and while there will be vacations and fun over the summer, the 

staff members and volunteers of Christian Education Committee are focusing on Fall Programming!  

The campus has been quiet for over 14 months and we are ready to bring it back to life.   

 

The start to fall programming will take place in August as we host “Wonder 

World Fun Fest” Vacation Bible School (VBS) each Sunday of the month 

from 11:00am to 12:30pm.  The theme is a carnival/amusement park theme 

filled with fun activities and plenty of time to learn and have fun being 

together! There will be weekly VBS opportunities for ALL AGES as we 

begin to gather in person again. 
 

Save the dates: Labor Day Weekend Friday, September 3rd through Sunday September 5th for 

All Church Camp at Ghost Ranch!  The United Church returns to one of our favorite places for a 

weekend full of fun, fellowship and faith exploration.  Program Staff and CE Board are working on 

the details to make the weekend a memorable event, especially since we were not able to be together 

in 2020. And if you are wondering… yes we will worship under the big tree with the gorgeous view 

of Perdenal!  Mark the date, keep an eye and ear out for sign up.  We are looking forward to seeing 

you at Ghost Ranch.  It’s gonna be fun! 
 

Beginning in September, we will have a new Children’s (K-5th grade) opportunity during the 

Sunday School hour called Bible Quest United.  This program will use the Workshop Rotation 

Sunday School Model to teach a Bible Story over a 4-to-6-week period 

utilizing a variety of activities to reinforce the text.  The activities can 

include and are not limited to art, drama, storytelling, geography/science 

lab, movie and other creative forms. Look to the July Chimes for a more 

in depth explanation of Bible Quest United and how this program will 

offer a new approach to the way we traditionally teach our faith. You 

will be seeing changes in Sunday School rooms over the summer.  First 

Sunday for this new opportunity is September 12th at 11am. 
 

United Families will make a return in the fall as well, details on day and time are in process.  

Summer is a season to enjoy a break in routine, travel and especially this year see the friends and 

family that have remained at a distance over holidays and special occasions.  Your friends and 

family at The United Church encourage you to be at worship as you are able over the course of the 

summer months. We have missed seeing YOUR face!  
 

As we reopen the campus, new opportunities will be announced and updated weekly! 

 

Blessings, Keith 

Gearing Up 



LOVE VITAMINS   JUNE 2021               ……and God created the world and it was GOOD 

 “Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, 

the world offers itself to your imagination, 

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting — 

over and over announcing your place 

in the family of things.” Mary Oliver 

 

For our Lord so loved the world, God gave it beauty, diversity, the 

ability to adapt and change and much more. And God called it good. The movement of 

atomic particles and great galaxies are all woven together. We are in relationship with 

creation, not just living in it.  

“This entire universe, these stars above our head, these forests, these birds, these insects, 

these rivers, and these stones, everything, everything, is …preserved, transfigured, and 

made temple of the Blessed Trinity. And we…live in a grand house, as in a single family, 

minerals, vegetables, animals, and humans with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.    

Amen.”  Leonardo Boff 

I believe we are to love Creation as a vital part of loving God 

and others. As I head into this summer’s new vaccinated 

freedom, I hope to retain my ENLARGED appreciation of God’s 

World that I gained during the pandemic.  In an “On Being,” 

Podcast, Pulitzer Prize writer Mary Oliver beautifully expresses our 

place in this world. Her writings come from a wounded 

childhood and an appreciation for how this amazing world 

made her whole again. 

“What does it mean that the earth is so beautiful? And what shall I do about 

it? What is the gift that I should bring to the world? What is the life that I should live?”     Mary Oliver  

The pandemic gave us time to enhance who we are in God’s kingdom 

and creation. We can now make time to just “Be,” to listen to nature 

and appreciate its vastness and its intricacies. Ear buds are great, yet if 

used all the time we may miss the music of life. The natural world is 

constant whether we social distance with masks or not. We can walk 

by creation or engage in it. Creation is a gift to all of us and we care 

better for that which we love and appreciate. 

 



Let God help you to “know” creation better. 

Richard Rohr describes “Godly knowing” as “a humble and non-

grasping kind of knowledge;” which “becomes a beautiful process 

of communion instead of ammunition and power over. It is 

basically reverence. Knowing without loving is frankly dangerous 

for the soul and for society. You’ll critique most everything you 

encounter and even have the hubris to call this mode of reflexive 

cynicism ‘thinking’ (whereas it’s really your ego’s narcissistic 

reaction to the moment). You’ll position things too quickly as 

inferior or superior.”  

I pray often that God will help me truly see and hear Creation, and have noticed many 

things I might have otherwise missed. I become more like small children who often 

appreciate the amazing small parts of nature that adults can totally miss. Love for others 

can be expressed in sharing creation, helping them to see, listen and enjoy. 

No matter what politically you believe about climate, we should care deeply about the 

fragile balance of nature and how we can be good stewards of its gifts. We can be God’s 

hands and feet.  

“I know, you never intended to be in this world. / But you’re in it all the same. // So why not 

get started immediately. // I mean, belonging to it. / There is so much to admire, to weep 

over. // And to write music or poems about. // Bless the feet that take you to and fro. / 

Bless the eyes and the listening ears. / Bless the tongue, the marvel of taste. / Bless 

touching. / You could live a hundred years, it’s happened. / Or not. / I am speaking from 

the fortunate platform / of many years, / none of which, I think, I ever wasted. / Do you 

need a prod? / Do you need a little darkness to get you going? / Let me be as urgent as a 

knife, then, / and remind you of Keats, / so single of purpose and thinking, for a while, / he 

had a lifetime.” Mary Oliver 

Tell me, what is it you plan to 

do with your one wild and 

precious life?”  Mary Oliver 

 

On behalf of all good and imperfect 

relationships with God’s creation,    

Betty Smith 

 

 



SAVE THE DATES!!! 

All Church Camp 

@ Ghost Ranch 

Labor Day Weekend  

(September 3rd -6th) 
 

 



Church Directory Update 
The Membership & Evangelism Board is planning to update the Church Directory.   

Please send any contact information changes for your household to the Church Office 

(ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org).  This includes home address, phone numbers (including cell 

phone numbers), and email addresses. Please submit any changes by June 30th.   

A new printed directory will be distributed once all the revised information  

is compiled and finalized.  Thanks for your help! 
 

 

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of June. 

John Rebstock ~ Richard Swenson  

Dale Breshears ~ Father Joe Mitchell ~ Mary Ann Sporl 

Bob & Gladys Erickson ~ Norm Wilson ~ Jean Cobble 

Grace Ogden ~ Nancy Scheer ~ Jerry Bolme 

Barbara Martinez ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe 
 

 

 

 

JUNE OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICES! 
 

Sundays, June 13th & 27th - 9:30am - CE Parking Lot 
 

Join us as we continue to gather in worship together to celebrate  

God’s faithfulness and glory! 

 

There will be chairs available, but we ask that if you are able, please bring your own.   

Worship Services will still be streamed live on YouTube for those that cannot attend.   

In-Person worship is at the mercy of the weather.  



All-Church Work Parties 

Most years we have an all-church work party to spruce up the campus.  Due to Covid 

we have decided to ask people to volunteer at their convenience as a family unit or a small 

group of friends.  We have lots of pine needles that need to be raked up and removed, there 

are weeds that need to be dug up and removed also.  The sidewalks are always in need of 

sweeping.  We would try and have a trailer or pick-up available for yard waste (pine needles, 

weeds, twigs, etc.) that needs to be taken to the distribution center.  If yard work is not your 

thing, we have picnic tables and a bench that need to be sanded and painted.  Please bring 

your own equipment such as rakes, diggers, clippers, pruners etc.  We will provide the paint. 

Please contact Eric Schmierer (eschmierer@msn.com or 660-9936) to schedule a time!  

 

 

 

 

Virtual Coffee Fellowship  

via Zoom 

  

Grab your favorite coffee or tea mug and join us for our 

Virtual Coffee Fellowship gatherings each Sunday at 10:30am! 
 

This is a great time to catch up on how members and friends are doing  

and to discuss church and life matters.  Find the link to join in our Weekly Word 

email or on our Facebook page! 



 

 

 

 

 

John Puckett       01 

Ivars Henins       02 

Terry FitzPatrick     03 

John Worley       04 

Dan Rusthoi       05 

Garth Reader       07 

Ron Strong               07 

Susie Feiertag       09 

Betsy Grindstaff     09 

AJ Schmierer            09 

John Bliss        10 

Paul Cyre                  14 

Daisy McCulloch     17 

Tom McDonald        19 

Jim Howard              19 

Myrna McDonald    20 

Tanner Johnson        21  

Kyle Jerkatis       25 

Joann Brown            26 

Danny Brandt       28 

Ashley Schmiedicke  30 

Lori Rigg                 30 

 

 

 

Bibles, religious books, calendars, greeting cards, and notepads are being 

collected for Prison Ministry.  Please leave your contributions in the designated 

box in the entryway of the Christian Education building or in the 

mailroom.  Thank you! 

 Janet Hall is the contact.  



 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

The books for discussion are selected by the group.  The group 

is currently reading Madeline L'Engle's final book in her 

Genesis trilogy: "Sold Into Egypt." This classic work of 

spirituality from the author of A Wrinkle in Time offers life-

transforming insights on the rich heritage of the Bible and 

shows how the characters of this ancient text are relevant for 

living the good life now. Includes a new reader's guide. 

 

Is Joseph--the deserted son of Jacob from the Old Testament--

relevant in our modern age? For Madeleine L'Engle, the answer 

is a resounding yes; not solely because Joseph is an important 

historical character, but primarily because his experiences of 

disenfranchisement, tragedy, and profound betrayal resonate 

within our own society. These thoughtful meditations on obedience, prophecy, forgiveness, 

and compassion are masterfully woven to bridge gaps of belief, politics, education, and even 

faith. In this, the author draws on the death of her husband to provide comfort and inspiration 

to those who suffer grief, loneliness, and doubt.  

 

 

 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning group!  We are largely 

comprised of women of The United Church, although not exclusively, and you are certainly 

welcome to bring a friend with you!  We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer.  

The Friday group is currently exploring the 1-Chapter books of the bible. 

 

Please contact Pastor Kara or the Church Office if you would like more information or links 

to join on or both of these discussion groups. 



 

 



 

   THE JUNE 2021 CHIMES Newsletter                                   

   The United Church of Los Alamos 

   2525 Canyon Road 

   Los Alamos, NM 87544 

 

  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for Online Worship! 
 

9:30am 

Live stream of Service on YouTube 

www.YouTube.com/c/UnitedChurchofLosAlamos 

Don’t forget to subscribe to our YouTube page 
(You can also find a link on our website and our Facebook Page) 

 

Any time after 11am 

www.unitedchurchla.org 

www.facebook.com/TheUnitedChurchofLosAlamos 

 

Sunday at 7pm or Tuesday at 12 Noon 

PAC 8 
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