
Dear United Church Members & Friends, 
 
Along with their journey from captivity in Egypt to liberation, and from their life 
in the wilderness to life in the land of Canaan, another major transition for the 
people of Israel was living from the time of judges to the era of their kings.  It was 
not something God wanted and it didn't happen overnight.  You can read about this 
communal and theological struggle as presented in 1 Samuel 8.  While there were 
practical reasons for the people’s desire to have a king--especially their need for 
border security--time and again the people wanted “to be like other 
peoples”.  Their first attempt didn’t go so well.  Israel’s first king was considered a 
failure according to God and the prophet Samuel’s conversation in our reading this 
Sunday.  Samuel was grieving God’s termination of Saul’s divinely appointed rule 
(even though he remained in power for years thereafter).  But God was ready to 
move forward and told Samuel to go to Bethlehem and anoint another king.   
 
This Sunday's reading about Samuel’s arrival in Bethlehem, the town elders’ 
question to him concerning the reason for his visit, and his dinner with Jesse and 
his family is riveting.  Nevertheless, we should pay close attention to what God 
had to say about this second king: “I have provided for myself a king…”.  In other 
words, God was taking more ownership of this and there would be some 
changes.  While Saul and David were both anointed by God through the prophet, 
God was laying a different foundation for David’s rule.  It was based on God’s 
covenant relationship with him.  This time around, God was guaranteeing success 
and longevity in spite of inevitable failure at times on the part of the king (and the 
people).  What that success looked like for Israel in 900BC moving forward; and 
whatever it looks like in our synagogues and churches today might not be the 
same.  But both are rooted in God’s promise to never terminate possibility and 
redemption for God’s people. 
 
Join us for worship this Sunday in the CE parking lot at 9:30am. 
The service will also be streamed live on Youtube, accessible through 
Unitedchurchla.org (and available on our website or Youtube channel later 
Sunday). 
There will not be online Coffee Fellowship this Sunday. 
 
Scripture Reading:  1 Samuel 15:34 – 16:13 
Sermon:  “This Time Around” 
 
Please bring chairs (if able) and your own coffee for fellowship afterwards.  We 
will have some chairs set up like our last in-person service on May 30th.  We are 



continuing to ask people to wear masks because of singing and in consideration of 
families with children not vaccinated.  Thank you! 
 
The Executive Council will meet this Sunday afternoon to continue to discuss and 
decide how we move forward with more in-person activities.  We will 
communicate all decisions to you early next week. 
 
In Our Prayers this Week: John R., Richard S., Bob & Gladys E., Dale B., Father 
Joe M., Mary Ann S., Janet T., Norm W., Larry & Betty B., Grace O., Nancy S., 
Jerry B., Eugene K., Myrna S. 
 
Grace and peace, 
David 


