
 

     The ChimeS 
                       The United Church of Los Alamos 

United in our Faith Journeys 
www.unitedchurchla.org                                             July 2021 - Vol. 58 No. 7 

Welcome Back  

to the  

United Church!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

  Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may call 

the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a message on 

Facebook. 
 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 2:30pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

      Kara Windler 

              719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

 

 

 

1st  International Joke Day 

 

4th  Independence Day 

In-Person Worship 

Returns! 

 

7th  Chocolate Day 

 

9th  National Motorcycle  

Day 

 

10th  National Blueberry  

Muffins Day 

 

13th  Embrace Your Geekness 

Day 

 

15th  Cow Appreciation Day 

 

18th  National Ice Cream Day 

 

22nd Hammock Day 

 

25th  Parent’s Day 

 

27th  Take Your Houseplants 

for a Walk Day 

 

30th  International Day of  

Friendship 
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As we begin more in-person activities here at The United Church 

thanks to lower coronavirus cases and increasing vaccinations, I want 

to let you know about the weekly schedule for the month of July.  As 

mentioned in a previous email, we are beginning in-person worship in 

the Sanctuary on Sunday, July 4th at 9:30am… and Sundays that 

follow thereafter!  Masks are expected for all indoor functions and they are optional for all 

outdoor gatherings. 

Why are we asking people to where masks while indoors? 

The Executive Council determined that it was important for the church to be welcoming 

to those who would be uncomfortable being indoors in a group or larger gathering without 

masks.  The Council also wanted to be welcoming to families who have children under the 

age of 12 who are unable to be vaccinated at this time.  The third reason for this is because 

we will be singing during our worship services.  Worship leaders will not be wearing masks 

only when speaking.  Finally, the Canyoncito Montessori meets in the CE Building during 

the week and follows state mask regulations.  The Executive Council will assess this current 

policy at their meeting in August.  Thank you for your support of this community health 

practice! 

Along with weekly in-person worship (and Coffee Fellowship outdoors), we will be 

extending the Church Office hours.  Beginning July 6, the CE Building and Office will be 

open Monday through Friday from 8:30am—2:30pm.  We expect that time to increase in 

August and into the fall.  

Other activities on the church campus include the Thrift Shop being open every 

Wednesday (and the volunteers who work there every day!); meetings and group gatherings 

at the volleyball picnic tables or church lawn; the Dignity Mission volunteers who put the 

kits together in the CE Lounge; Monday Night at the Pit; and groups that wish to meet in 

Craig Hall or Fellowship Hall.  Please reserve meeting places by emailing Tjett Gerdom at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org or calling the church at 662-2971.  We also look forward to the 

Seventh Day Adventist congregation worshiping in Sangrey Chapel on Saturday mornings! 

As Psalm 133 expresses in so many words, it is good to come together as a family of 

faith.  May our worship, fellowship and service be joyful occasions, blessed and guided by 

God.  

 

         Christ’s Peace, 

                  David 

From the Pastor 



 

 

 
 

In the June edition of The Chimes, I mentioned that you would read a more in depth 

explanation of our new Children’s Sunday morning program called “Bible Quest.”  The program 

style and material was not the invention of church staff or CE Board; it stems from a well-known 

program called “Workshop Rotation Sunday School Model”.  The intent is to study and learn a Bible 

Story over an extended period of time (4-6 weeks) with each week being a new activity.  So, a child 

could possibly learn about Noah and the Ark by doing a Drama workshop one week, the next week 

Science/Geography, a Video/Movie Workshop, and round out the four weeks with a related Cooking 

workshop. The idea then follows that when you have heard the story read each week, know and 

understand the key points and where to find the story in the Bible a well as have a unique activity 

each week to reinforce the text... chances are story retention is going to be higher.  I have helped 

start this program in two other church settings and it offers new opportunities to engage our young 

people (ages K-5th grade) and provide the foundational stories of our faith in a way that is fresh and 

active.  “Bible Quest” begins in earnest on Sunday, September 12th during the Sunday School hour.  

Watch for a Schedule of Stories for the Fall and a list of all of the workshops in the August edition 

of The Chimes. (Like “Fancy Nancy’s Art Studio” in honor of Nancy Bliss who has given so much 

of her time teaching our young people. And we hope as she is able she will continue to do so!)  

Rooms are being worked on and taking shape as I write.  Adult Christian Education in the Fall will 

have two Sunday morning opportunities... Pastor Kara will lead a study of Revelation and she’ll tell 

you more about that I am sure. Pastor David will be leading a new class and I will lead a Monday 

evening class via Zoom entitled “Reading Bonhoeffer Together.”  Descriptions of these classes will 

be in the August Chimes. 

 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) begins on August 1st and continues every Sunday of August 

from 11:00am-12:30pm.  Be a part of “Wonder World Funfest” and be Amazed by the Gift of Jesus 

Christ!  There is an adult piece to VBS so bring the whole family for a time of learning and fun with 

your United Church family! 

 

You’ll be reading about All Church Camp at Ghost Ranch in this edition of The 

Chimes…please don’t forget to sign-up.  We really want to see YOU there over Labor Day 

weekend.  Do you always find yourself saying “we should go next year?”  Well, it is next year and it 

won’t be the same without you. Literally... we won’t be Re-United.  Need help figuring things out?  

Give us a shout and we can help. 

 

Activities will be springing up now as things are reopening… keep up with new opportunities 

by reading The Weekly Word… reading announcements in the bulletin and checking in with friends 

and family at United Church! 

 

Blessings, Keith 

  Gearing Up 



LOVE VITAMINS   JULY 2021                    

I met with a friend for lunch the other day. It was exciting and we joked about feeling like 

rebels out without our masks. She mentioned how precious seeing her kids and friends felt 

after the pandemic and hoped we wouldn’t lose that sense of people appreciation.  

Roger and I know that taking a break from each other can strengthen our relationship, 

create a happy reunion and help us appreciate each other. The Pandemic was a forced 

break and taught us to cherish the ones we could not be with. 

The Pandemic could also have been a forced “vacation” from dealing with difficult 

relationships, perhaps a cooling off period. Taking time to think straight, forgive and work 

through things is very healthy.  

A forced break from normality can also be traumatic. People lost their lives or loved ones 

to Covid19. Others have been affected by weather extremes, the loss of jobs and stood in 

food lines for the first time. Essential workers often had stress from no breaks. Friends and 

family were diagnosed with illnesses that totally changed lives. We really do not know 

what is coming at us just around the corner. The opportunity to be close to others may not 

come again. Whatever isolation brought you, it is possible to use re-opening as a chance 

to start over or start better with God’s help. 

Personally I went from this forced break to full 

tilt busyness and losing focus on others. Roger 

and I sat out one night listening to the birds 

as we had during the pandemic. I realized it 

is essential to carve into life and treasure time 

for closeness, to be very intentional in our 

relationships, with those close to us as well as 

those we stand in lines with. Let’s re-open our 

relationships and open new ones with fresh 

eyes and God’s spirit guiding us. 

 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

 and with all your mind and with all your strength… 

love your neighbor as yourself.  

Mark12:30-31 paraphrased 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships,   Betty Smith 

 

 



Church Directory Update 
The Membership & Evangelism Board is planning to update the Church Directory.   

Please send any contact information changes for your household to the Church Office 

(ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org).  This includes home address, phone numbers (including cell 

phone numbers), and email addresses. LAST CALL TO SUBMIT ANY CHANGES!   

A new printed directory will be distributed once all the revised information  

is compiled and finalized.  Thanks for your help! 
 

 

 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of July. 

John Rebstock ~ Richard Swenson ~ Bob & Gladys Erickson  

Dale Breshears ~ Father Joe Mitchell ~ Mary Ann Sporl  

Norm Wilson ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe ~ Grace L Ogden 

Nancy Scheer ~ Jerry Bolme ~ Eugene Kovalenko 

Myrna Strong ~ Mary Nelle Sullivan 
 

 

 

 

All-Church Work Parties 

Most years we have an all-church work party to spruce up the campus.  Due to Covid 

we have decided to ask people to volunteer at their convenience as a family unit or a small 

group of friends.  We have lots of pine needles that need to be raked up and removed, there 

are weeds that need to be dug up and removed also.  The sidewalks are always in need of 

sweeping.  We would try and have a trailer or pick-up available for yard waste (pine needles, 

weeds, twigs, etc.) that needs to be taken to the distribution center.  If yard work is not your 

thing, we have picnic tables and a bench that need to be sanded and painted.  Please bring 

your own equipment such as rakes, diggers, clippers, pruners etc.  We will provide the paint. 

Please contact Eric Schmierer (eschmierer@msn.com or 660-9936) to schedule a time!  



Thrift Shop 
Dear United Church Congregation, 

Over the next several months, the Women’s Christian Service Society (WCSS) Thrift 

Shop will share with you some Thank You notes that we have received from the missions we 

donate to.  In 2020-21, the Pandemic prevented us from having a “normal” year and we were 

only open on a limited basis.  Our revenue was down significantly.  A donation from The 

United Church of Los Alamos from a member’s estate gift enabled us to maintain our giving 

to 28 Northern New Mexico missions.  This gift was greatly appreciated. 

WCSS is thankful for the many workers that allow us to help these mission.  The Thrift 

Shop is also doing God’s Work by recycling used, unwanted clothes and goods each week. 

-WCSS Mission Chair, Susan Larocque. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Norma Puckett       01 

Jim Hall        01 

Linda Goforth       02 

Laura Hockaday     03 

Jim Stapp        04 

Paul Mutschlecner  06 

Sally Grindstaff       08 

Joey McCulloch       08 

Maddie Ovaska       10 

Judy Cyre        11 

Jan Lippiatt              12 

Zena Thomas           12 

Norm Wilson       13 

Julie Walker       15 

Patrick Harlow       16 

Steve Watkins       17 

Dalton Hall       19 

Xander Rigg             25  

Jerry Bolme             27 

Charmian Schaller 30

 

 

 

VBS 2021 Dates! 
Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words! 2 Corinthians 9:15   

 

Aug 1  Isaiah 9:6  Jesus the Promised Messiah 

Aug 8  Luke 8:22-25 Jesus the Powerful 

Aug 15 John 6:1-14  Jesus the Provider 

Aug 22 John 9:1-41  Jesus the Healer 

Aug 29 John 11:1-45 Jesus the Conqueror of Death 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 

Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

The books for discussion are selected by the group.  The group 

is currently reading Madeline L'Engle's final book in her 

Genesis trilogy: "Sold Into Egypt."  

 

Is Joseph--the deserted son of Jacob from the Old Testament--

relevant in our modern age? For Madeleine L'Engle, the answer 

is a resounding yes; not solely because Joseph is an important 

historical character, but primarily because his experiences of 

disenfranchisement, tragedy, and profound betrayal resonate 

within our own society. These thoughtful meditations on 

obedience, prophecy, forgiveness, and compassion are 

masterfully woven to bridge gaps of belief, politics, education, 

and even faith. In this, the author draws on the death of her 

husband to provide comfort and inspiration to those who suffer grief, loneliness, and doubt.  

 

 

 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible 

Study 

Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning 

group!  We are largely comprised of women of The United Church, 

although not exclusively, and you are certainly welcome to bring a 

friend with you!  We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer.  

The Friday group is currently exploring the 1-Chapter books of the 

bible. 

 

Please contact Pastor Kara or the Church Office if you would like more information or links 

to join on or both of these discussion groups. 



 

All Church Camp 
Labor Day Weekend (Sept 3-6) 

“Re-United” 

 

At Ghost Ranch, near Abiquiu, NM 

After so many months separated from each other, come spend the weekend Re-United with your 

Church Family. There will be a variety of activities and lots of time for fellowship.  Activities 

may include hiking, mountain biking, art and craft projects, lectures, discussion groups, etc., 

and are still be determined.  If you have an idea for an activity or if you have an activity that 

you would like to lead, then please let the church office know.  

Tentative Schedule: 

Friday 

3:00 pm  Check-in begins for campsites (in the campground) 

6:00 pm   Potluck and informal campfire at Campfire area in campground 

Saturday 

Morning  Variety of organized activities (TBD) 

Lunch   On your own 

Afternoon  Variety of organized activities (TBD) 

6:30 pm  Potluck Dinner at the Lower Pavilion 

8:00 pm  Campfire with singing and talent showcase  

Sunday 

10:00 am  Worship under the big tree 

11:00 am  Lunch will be provided at the Lower Pavilion 

12:30 pm  Closing and variety of organized activities (TBD) 

 Afternoon and evening on your own 

  



 

All Church Camp 2021 at Ghost Ranch Registration Form 

(Please return to the Church Office or Fellowship Hall Sunday mornings) 

Labor Day Weekend – September 3-6, 2021 

 

Name(s) (Please indicate ages of Children) 

________________________________  Telephone # ____________________ 

________________________________  Email _________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

 

Registration Fees 

_______ Adults x $25 each =   $________ 

_______ Children x $5 each = $________  Total Registration $_________ 

 

Camping/Lodging Fees (if staying at Ghost Ranch) 

RV – Full Hookups   $45 x ______night(s) = $___________ 

RV – Electricity Only  $40 x ______night(s) = $___________ 

Camper w/ No Hookups  $35 x ______night(s) = $___________ 

Tent Site    $35 x ______night(s) = $___________ 

 

Total Camping/LODGING $________ 

 

TOTAL FEES $______________ 

 

I/We would like to ride in the Church Van:  __________ people on Saturday 

                     __________ people on Sunday 
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