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All Aboard! 
VBS 2020 

 
 

 

More information to come soon!



Weekly Word 

Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

  Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may 

call the Church Office at 662-2971, email us at 

ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org, or send us a 

message on Facebook. 

 

The Church Office is currently closed in response to 

COVID-19.  However, we are checking our 

messages daily. 

 

You may also reach the pastors at the office 

number, email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 
 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

   Kara Windler 

        719-930-6563 cell 

           DCE@unitedchurchla.org 

 

1st  U.S. Postage Stamp Day 

 

4th   Independence Day 

 

6th  National Fried Chicken  

Day 

 

7th Father/Daughter Take A  

Walk Day 

 

10th  National Kitten Day 

 

14th  Cow Appreciation Day 

 

17th  World Emoji Day 

 

18th  Nelson Mandela Day 

 

22nd   National Hammock Day 

 

23rd National Hot Dog Day 

 

25th  National Hot Fudge 

Sundae Day 

 

30th  International Day of  

Friendship 
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We are still planning to have All-Church Camp on Labor Day weekend in 

early September.  Currently, however, Ghost Ranch is only allowing people to 

visit during the day and not stay overnight, due to the public health restrictions.  

We will wait to see if that changes between early and late July and send out more 

detailed information about registration and overnight accommodations.   

 

 If we are not able to stay overnight, the Christian Education Board plans to 

hold a day event.  Stay tuned and mark your calendar for the first weekend in 

September! 

 

Join us for Worship 
 

9:30am 

Live stream of Service on YouTube 

Search “The United Church of Los Alamos” and subscribe to our YouTube page 
(You can also find a link on our homepage and our Facebook Page) 

 

Any time after 11am 

www.unitedchurchla.org 

https://www.facebook.com/TheUnitedChurchofLosAlamos 

 

Sunday at 7pm or Tuesday at 12 Noon 

PAC 8 

 

 

 

 

All-Church Camp  

Update 

 

http://www.unitedchurchla.org/


The United Church of Los Alamos 

 
 

In addition to the Monday Women’s Book Study and the Friday 
Women’s Bible Study meeting online, we are offering two 

education classes via Zoom: 
 

God’s Call in the Bible 

Each Wednesday at 2pm David Elton facilitates a Bible study through 

Zoom.  For the next several weeks we will be reading and discussing 

passages in the Old and New Testaments where God called someone 

into a life of covenant, service, leadership and/or ministry.  If you are 

interested in joining, please email David— david@unitedchurchla.org 

so you can receive the Zoom invitation link each week. 

 

The Return of the King 

Kara Windler is continuing her class on J.R.R. Tolkien's beloved classic, 

The Return of the King. It is of't said that there is a truth to be found in 

fiction that runs deeper than the facts of our daily lives. This class is 

exploring the third book of the Lord of the Rings in depth wilst also 

taking a look around at Tolkien's wider legendarium. We meet every 

other week via Zoom. Our next class will be on June 7 and we'll be 

covering chapters 4-8 of book V in Return of the King. If you're 

interested in joining us, please contact Kara for details: 

dce@unitedchurchla.org 

 



LOVE VITAMINS JULY 2020                  YOU ARE NOT ALONE. WE STAND WITH YOU 
 

Hungry Apostle Peter waited rooftop for his meal and, while in a 

trance, saw a large sheet being lowered with forbidden foods. He was told 

to eat what God had made clean. Thus started the momentous outreach to 

gentiles. Nothing was the same afterwards as outsiders became insiders and 

the faith was opened to all. 
 

We are going through a big change now. When I titled last month’s 

VITAMINS, “WHAT’s NEXT,” I had no idea a brutal murder would lead 

to the world shouting, “BLACK LIVES MATTER.” Between COVID 19 

and this fight for racial equality, we too can be on the brink, hopefully, of 

BIG changes. Like Peter, we are asked to accept and help all peoples, to 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Many have stepped up to the challenge 

by marching, by reworking government and company policies, by seeking 

Police reform, in the midst of those still sacrificing to feed and care for those 

affected by the pandemic. Let’s join them. 
  

I admit to being pasty white and privileged. I didn’t know my inability 

to tan actually offered me privileges not open to many who had “great tans”. 

Kara offered an excellent class, put out by the United Church of Christ’s 

“God is still speaking group,” that helps me clarify the demonstrators’ cries.  

Pastor Traci Blackmon’s wise words tell it so well: 

 

“When I call out your white privilege, I am not 
dismissing your presence in this struggle. Nor am I 
questioning your sincerity. When I call out your white 
privilege, I am not accusing you of the evil. Nor am I 
separating you from it effects. When I call out your 
white privilege, I am not shrouding you in its shame. 
Nor am I excusing you from its responsibility of 

accountability. When I call out your white privilege, I am naming the target 
that is on your back. I am acknowledging the ill effect of racism on your 
being. I am joining you to the struggle in the only way that leads to 



liberation. …   When I call it out. White Privilege. It is not because I hate 
you. It is not to separate you. It is to remind you…and myself…that we are 
one. (Shortened version) 
 

Los Alamos is like a mountain island, protected and peaceful. Protest 

demonstrations still took place, a good sign. Many large multi race, multi 

age groups cried for equality amazingly across the world. And they have 

started awareness unheard of in recent years.  
 

A couple years ago I had a blind spot driving around a curve, didn’t 

notice a car at first and then slid on ice as I crashed into it. First responders 

came and treated me with respect and compassion, like perhaps one of 

their “Moms.” Since learning of white privilege, I often wonder how I 

would have been treated if I was a Latino or black male teen in a different 

city. Beth Johnson told us her dear Tim often was pulled over for “Driving 

while Black” as they drove across our country. This never happened when 

she was driving. 

 

There is hope. I have received notices from organizations and 

companies stating intent on improving the lives for under-represented 

peoples. One from MEDIC Alert said it well: 

 

“We will also start driving research projects that address health conditions that 

disproportionately affect Black people specifically, including COVID-19. We’ll 

use our global platform to highlight Black health and fitness leaders, elevating 

their voices and representing the diversity of our users. And we’ll continue to 

support organizations that uplift and protect Black people, including donations 

to organizations, as well as renewed involvement with programs that encourage 

Black entrepreneurship and engagement in tech. 

 

I know it’s not enough, but I’m hopeful that our continued commitment will 

help to create a long overdue change that helps Black people to feel safe, to have 

equality, and to live happy, healthier lives. 



Lastly, to those of you who are fighting for change, to those hurting, to our 

employees and especially to the Black community: You are not alone. We stand 

with you. “ 

James Park, CEO & Co-founder MEDIC ALERT (emphasis mine) 

 

White UCC pastor David McCallister is “learning to be an Ally.”  He 

says it is hard “when you thought you already were, but then found out that 

you weren’t. There is no neat way to dismantle a 

system built to dehumanize people. There are no 

magic words to gain instant credibility and deep 

trust. …There is only a willingness to wade into the 

water, knowing that it has been troubled.” Privilege 

can blind us and “undermine our best efforts, turning 

them into a form of paternalism—which is to say, 

another form of power.”  

 

First we must listen and learn. As we inquire, we need to let go of 

debate and control trying to set the agenda. We can be outsiders who care 

and help increase the audience of those often unheard and silenced by 

racism. We can use many resources, individuals, documentaries and 

literature to truly listen. 

 
There are so many others: different races, sex and or gender preferences, 
and handicapped who are disadvantaged in our society. All need an ally. 

Let us tell them, “You are not alone. We stand with you.” 
 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships,        Betty Smith             (I want to stand with 

others, so I am learning from: JUST MERCY by Brian Stevenson, WHITE PRIVILEGE Let’s 

TALK by “God is still speaking” UCC pastors, which includes a great list of books to read. 

Soon I will open myself to THE NEW JIM CROW, at Kara’s recommendation.)  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Columbarium Expansion 
Here are some photos from the ongoing expansion project: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Financial Giving to The United Church 
 

 
 During this time of not being able to gather for worship in person, and you give to the 
church through the offering plate on Sunday, we ask that you please consider other ways you 
can give your financial gift or pledge.   
 

1. BY MAIL: by mailing a check to:  The United Church of Los Alamos 
Attn.: Treasurer 

     2525 Canyon Rd. 
     Los Alamos, NM 87544 
      

2. ONLINE BANKING: If your bank offers Online Banking your bank will issue a 
check on your behalf and send it to the recipient of your choice. Be sure to indicate via 
your bank’s software in the ‘memo line’ from whom and/or the purpose of the 
donation (e.g. Pledge).   
  

3. ONLINE: Or you may go to our website at unitedchurchla.org and click on the upper 
right tab “Giving” and then the big red button that says Give Online.  You will be 
redirected to the MyEOffering page for the United Church.  If you have never used the 
site before, click the blue Register button at the top right of the page, otherwise use 
your login if you have one.  Through the “MyEoffering” site you may securely 
register a bank account or use a credit card to make a single or recurring donation to 
the United Church.  If you have any questions on how to set that up and sign in, you 
may call the church office (662-2971) or email our Treasurer at uctreas@comcast.net. 

 
4.  DIRECT DEPOST: Currently direct deposit from your bank account to the United 

Church needs to set up through Customer Service at Enterprise Bank and Trust, or 
possibly through your bank’s Customer Service.  You will need both yours and the 
Church’s banking account number and routing number (if different bank) and possibly 
permission to make a deposit to the church account.  Or you may talk to Ann Cooke 
and your bank about setting up a direct deposit.  Option 3, above, is the better option 
at this time. 

 
If you are already giving through mail, online or direct deposit, thank you! 
 
The United Church Finance Board thanks you for your faithful giving and support of the 

ministries and missions of the church!    

 

 

 

 



Monday Morning Women’s Book Study  

All women of the church and their friends are welcome to attend this group.  

The books for discussion are selected by the group.   

The group will begin “Wilderness Essays”  

by John Muir this July.   
  

Monday Mornings: 

11:00 am – 12:30 pm       

  Online via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  

 

We are largely comprised of women of the United 

Church and are all welcome. 

 We spend time each week in study and, equally as 

important, in fellowship and prayer. 

  

 

 

For more information on either group or to join, please contact: 

Kara Winder or the Church Office 



 

PRAYERS   

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of June. 

Essential Employees ~ Jim Hebenstreit ~ John Rebstock 

Sig Gerstl ~ Don Childers ~ Richard Swenson 

Frances Meier ~ John Seeger ~ Bob Erickson 

Jerry Bolme ~ Ronnie & Joel Moss’ Granddaughter, Isla  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norma Puckett       01 

Jim Hall        01 

Linda Goforth       02 

Laura Hockaday     03 

Jim Stapp        04 

Paul Mutschlecner  06 

Sally Grindstaff       08 

Joey McCulloch       08 

Maddie Ovaska       10 

Judy Cyre        11 

Jan Lippiatt              12 

Zena Thomas           12 

Norm Wilson       13 

Julie Walker       15 

Patrick Harlow       16 

Steve Watkins       17 

Dalton Hall       19 

Xander Rigg             25  

Thurman Talley      26 

Jerry Bolme             27 

Charmian Schaller 30 

 

 


