
Dear United Church Members & Friends, 
 
This week's scripture reading both precedes and follows the feeding of the five thousand 
in Mark's Gospel.  The Revised Common Lectionary folks decided to have us focus on 
what happened before and just after that miracle event.  While there is mention of Jesus 
healing people, there are no examples.  While we read that Jesus taught people, we are 
only left to imagine most of what he said.  What he did do and say was to offer an 
invitation to his disciples to go on a retreat with him to a "deserted place" so they could 
get some rest.  The remaining verses describe how and why that did not happen.  As we 
read in other places throughout the gospels, the more known Jesus became known to the 
people, the busier his life (and his disciples' lives) became--to the point that this retreat 
that Jesus wanted them to have didn't happen that day. 
 
Hardly the message many of us want to hear and read during this season of travel and 
vacation.  Especially after not being able to travel to our favorite places most of last year.  
Assuming Jesus is not telling church leaders to burn out their congregations or for us to 
never take a break every now and then, how do we hold these two realities together in our 
lives of faith?  How do the growing needs in community and beyond relate to our human 
need for rest and renewal? In which activity (or lack thereof) do we find God to be most 
present? 
 
Join us for worship this Sunday at 9:30am in the Sanctuary... on YouTube (accessible 
through Unitedchurchla.org) ... or on PAC 8 at 7pm. 
 
Scripture Reading:  Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
Sermon:  "Need vs. Need" 
 
Thank you for continuing to wear masks indoors.  
 
A service to celebrate the life of Janet Tallman will be tomorrow, Saturday, July 17 at 
2pm at The United Church. 
 
A memorial service for Thurman Talley will be on Thursday, July 22 at 1pm at The 
United Church. 
 
In Our Prayers this Week... 
 
Mary Nelle S., Richard S., Myrna S., Dale B., Father Joe M., Mary Ann S., Norm W., 
Larry & Betty B., Grace O., Nancy S., Eugene K., & Bob & Gladys E. 
 
Grace and peace, 
David 

 


