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January 8th, 2023 



Weekly Word 
Weekly Word email:  If you would like to 

receive the email David sends out each 

week about the upcoming Sunday, please 

email or call the church office and tell us to 

add you to the “Weekly Word” list. 

 

 

   Contacting the Church 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, 

you may call the Church Office at (505) 662-2971,  

email us at ucoffice@unitedchurchla.org,  

or send us a message on Facebook. 

 

The Church Office is open Monday thru Friday:  

8:30am – 4pm.  
 

You may also reach the pastors at the office number, 

email, or phone numbers below: 
   

David Elton 

979-219-8640 cell 

david@unitedchurchla.org 

 

Keith Lewis 

505-412-9954 cell 

gohorns_99@yahoo.com 

 

             Kara Windler          Laura Loving 

   DCE@unitedchurchla.org       262-853-4138 cell 

       DCM@unitedchurchla.org 

          
  
 
 

 

1st  New Year’s Day 

 

4th   National Spaghetti Day 

 

6th    Bean Day 

 

8th  Epiphany Sunday 

 Sunday School Begins 

 

11th National Take-the-Stairs 

Day 

 

16th  MLK Jr. Day 

 

19th  National Popcorn Day 

 

20th  Penguin Awareness Day 

 

23rd   National Pie Day 

 

28th   Board Orientation 

 

29th  Annual Congregational 

Meeting 

 Souper Bowl of Caring 
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Now that January is upon us, it’s time for The United Church to hear more about the project 
on the “Songs of Ascents” in the Book of Psalms that I’ve been working on through last year’s 
sabbatical and into 2023.  During this winter/spring semester, I will give a presentation after 
worship that will be an overview and focus on the first three of these Ascents Psalms.  I will 
then facilitate a class each Sunday reading and discussing one of these psalms.   

 
When I began this project, I had no idea how much work it would be.  I also had no idea how 

edifying and meaningful it has been and continues to be.  Psalms 120–134 are a collect of these 
“songs” with “ascending”-type features that led the Jewish community to determine that they 
belonged together.  I trust our reading and discussions will give us greater appreciation of their 
context and content, which have relevant messages for individuals and faith communities today. 

 
Join us for an all-church presentation on Sunday, January 8th at 11AM in Graves Hall.   

  
The discussion classes will begin on January 22nd and meet most Sundays through May. 

 
Grace and peace, 

                   David 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Orientation for Boards and Committees 
 
 All members of United Church boards and committees are invited to attend an orientation 
on Saturday, January 28th from 9am – 2pm in Graves Hall.  Lunch will be provided. 
 
 President Elect, Laura Erickson, and Senior Pastor, David Elton will lead this orientation.  
There will also be brief presentations by other Executive Council representatives and staff.  
After the challenges of meeting in person for over two years, we need to reorient ourselves with 
vision and annual goals, policy and procedure, mission and values.  Your attendance and 
contribution are valuable! 
 

Orientation: 
 

Saturday, January 28 
9am to 2pm 
Graves Hall 

From the Pastor 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The New Year brings so much anticipation and excitement, especially at The 

United Church……what will happen?  Will there be growth?  Wonder what the 
new opportunities for classes and special programs will look like?  The only way 
to know first-hand what the answers to all of these questions will be is to be 
actively involved in the life of the church this coming year!    Be in worship when 
you are able, take a chance on a class that looks interesting, volunteer in new and 
meaningful ways and most of all PRAY for the church as well as the entire Body 
of Christ as we make a leap into 2023!  Your first opportunity to do something new 
and exciting…..The Epiphany Celebration on January 8, following the Sunday 
School hour!  Read more about it, come and have fun as well, as we learn more 
about the importance of Epiphany in our faith journey! 

 
Looking to January, our Youth will not only participate in the Epiphany 

Celebration on January 8th, we will also be “hosting” the Souper Bowl of Caring 
after our Annual Meeting on January 29th.  We will are asking for donations of 
soup, salads, breads and associated food to feed all participants.  As is tradition, we 
will have a stock pot at the side of the line for you to donate to Souper Bowl of 
Caring…we will count donations, report our number to the national office for their 
overall tally and all funds will go directly to LA Cares, our local food bank.  The 
rough economy, higher food prices and life in general has prompted an even 
greater use of resources for food in our state.  As we all should be aware, we are a 
state that experiences a high level of food insecurity.  The Christmas Holidays will 
have depleted resources not just here in Los Alamos or the communities in 
Northern New Mexico, but statewide. (Indeed across our country.) Thank you for 
your support! 

 
Mid/Sr. High Youth Sunday Schedule:    There will ALWAYS be Food! 
1/8 Sunday School in Craig Hall @ 11am (Food…Fun and Focus) 
1/15 Starbucks Meet-up @ Starbucks at 11am 
1/22 Wildcard Sunday….Onsite Activity to be determined 
 1st Meeting for Mexico Mission Spring Break 2023 @ 12:30pm Craig  

Hall 
1/29 Souper Bowl of Caring … (We help set-up/host and tear down) 
 
Sketchy Lunch and Donuts resume after the Holidays! 
 
Happy New Year! 
Keith 

 

    Gearing Up 



Welcome Laura Loving! 

 
 

The Rev. Laura Loving is joining our staff as the Director of Children’s Ministry!  
 

Laura is a UCC minister and has served as a pastor, educator, curriculum writer, retreat 
leader, author, and English teacher throughout her career. She lives in Santa Fe with her 

spouse, Bill Humphreys, who serves the Presbyterian churches in Chimayo and 
Truchas. They both work in the Santa Fe public schools as tutors in the AVID program 
for first generation college bound students. Laura and Bill have three grown children 

and two grandchildren. Laura will be in the office on Tuesdays and Sundays as well as 
working from home throughout the week. She’s also eager to attend events in which our 

kiddos are involved. 
 



LOVE VITAMINS    JANUARY 2023                            DEAR LORD, please THAT I 

MAY truly   

 IS HERE. 2022 was once again a roller coaster for many. Racism, Ukraine, political 

strife, fires, floods, hurricanes…Covid, RSV and Flu thrive. According to my brother Robert, 

“May you live in interesting times,” is a Chinese curse.  

Early Christians, living in a very brutal Roman world, received a sermon of Hope, which 

today we know as the book of Revelation. How can it be Hope? Much of the book is like a 

terrifying movie, and has in fact been fantasized as such in violent, highly profitable books 

and movies.  

I highly recommend Barbara R. Rossing’s, carefully thought out: “THE MESSAGE OF HOPE IN 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION:  THE RAPTURE EXPOSED.” Bill Moyers says that she has “exposed 

one of Christianity’s modern heresies: “the RAPTURE”, a very modern distorted view, based 

on the psychology of fear. It is instead a book about “Lamb Power”, a vision of God’s 

healing love for the world.” 

The word ‘Apocalypse’, translates as ‘revelations’, in the sense of ‘unveiling.’ It reveals a 

beautiful vision of God’s throne, the true power behind the universe. The horrific visions 

unveil the Roman Empire’s reality. In this intentionally highly symbolic style of writing, John 

tells the Christians that Rome is not the great eternal power it claims to be, but a demonic 

beast that oppresses the world. The first churches to hear this unveiling were oppressed 

under Rome’s tight fist. Rome told all people to worship the Emperor. When Christians 

refused, they could be quickly tried and killed for not adhering to “the Beast.”  

The less than 200 year old idea of ‘rapture’ is not Biblical. In fact the word is not found in 

scripture. “Biblical prophecy tells us not the specifics about what the future holds, but who 

holds the future.” Kathleen Norris says it “is a poet’s book, which is probably the best 

argument for reclaiming it” from literalists. It is full of songs, inspiring great Christian hymns 

and music. Literal interpretation, of the many numbers used in the book, disregards 

common Jewish symbolism. The 52 mentions of ‘Seven’ stand for ‘completeness’. As was 

common in Hebrew scripture, Revelation also echoes Exodus (even the plagues), giving its 

hearers hope for deliverance. 

“The message of Revelation for the Middle East is 

not that God plans to destroy the world with a 

bloody battle culminating in Jerusalem, but 

rather the vision and promise of New Jerusalem, 

the story of a shared city, with a tree of life and 

open gates to welcome all nations…and all 

creation.”  

 



Rome worshipped the goddess of Victory, ‘Nike’. John dares to oppose Roman 

dominance and Victory with a new vision – “God’s Lamb, Jesus, whose non-violent power 

is life bringing and healing. Evil is defeated not by overwhelming force or violence but by 

the Lamb’s suffering love on the cross. The victim becomes the victor.” Although much of 

Revelation is violent, we have to focus on the redefinition of victory. God’s people are 

called to conquer through self-giving love. This message can lead us in our modern 

troubled world in 2023. 

Jesus announced he came to heal outcasts, recover sight to the blind, set at liberty the 

oppressed, to share abundant life with ours and restore us to joy. He also refuted 

predictions of time of His coming.  

“Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 

replied, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people 

say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.” Lk 17:20-21 

The word used for the ‘new’ earth Rev 21:1 is closer to ‘renewed,’ and does not mean a 

different earth. “Thy Kingdom come on earth as in heaven”, as Jesus taught us to pray. 

Chilean scholar Pablo Richard’s commentary on Revelation talks of how early Christians 

ministered to the poor, visited prisoners, broke bread together, sang hymns to God and 

the Lamb. 2nd century Governor Pliny stated that these early faithful would pledge 

themselves by an oath to not commit crimes, engaged in spiritual warfare with weapons 

of love towards enemies, praying for those who persecuted them “This is how the Bible 

comes to life in our world—not as a literalistic script for end-times violence and disasters 

but as a river of hope and life flowing through our world, touching our lives.” 

Ward Ewing’s THE POWER OF THE LAMB saysRevelation’s new way of life is “’a lifestyle 

oriented around Jesus’ self-giving love…Lamb power is the power of vulnerable but strong 

love to change the world.’ It is the power of nonviolent resistance and courage in 

opposition to injustice; it is the power of solidarity and 

forgiveness.’ (Ewing, The Power of the Lamb) Wherever we to, to school, 

to work, or shopping, everywhere in the world, the Lamb is with 

us, leading us into a new way of life.”  

“Revelation is more a book about terror defeated than terror 

inflicted, ‘which is why worship and liturgy are such a central 

feature of the book.’ “Lee Griffith THE WAR ON TERRORISM AND THE TERROR OF GOD. 

 In 2023 when the great Beasts of Evil, Illness, poverty, hunger 

and oppression are present, we can chose to turn to “Lamb 

Power”, not despair. We can choose to use Christ’s power to overcome. 

On behalf of all good imperfect relationships,      Betty Smith 

 



 

Spring Sunday School begins on Sunday, January 8th for all ages.   
 

The Gospel of Matthew 

Facilitated by Kara Windler 

Beginning with Advent, we entered into liturgical year A of the 3-

year Revised Common Lectionary cycle. During this year, most of 

our Gospel readings come from Matthew. This spring, adults of the 

United Church are invited to explore the Gospel of Matthew. We'll be 

using Justo Gonzalez's Three Months with Matthew as our guide and 

we'll pull in additional resources as we make our way through the 

gospel. Gonzales provides a reading schedule and covers between 1 

& 4 chapters of Matthew per week. All are welcome regardless if you 

choose to get the Gonzales book or not. Copies of Three Months with 

Matthew can be purchased through your favorite physical or online 

bookseller. Classes will be on Tuesday evenings from 7-8pm via 

Zoom. 
 

From Jesus to Constantine: 

A History of Early Christianity (continued from Fall Semester) 
 

Facilitated by John Puckett and others 

 

This is a history course, the lectures examine the 

detailed history of the creation of Christianity by 

examining the historical events and writings 

from about 30 CE to the conversion of the 

Roman Emperor Constantine in the early 4th 

century...a scant 300 years.  These lectures are 

not about faith or spiritualism, but rather the 

early history of how Christianity became the 

world’s largest religion.  Each lecture is about 30 minutes.  As a class we can decide how to 

watch lectures and have time for discussion. 

This class will meet in the CE Lounge Sunday mornings beginning January 15th. 



Children’s Sunday School 
 

Facilitated by Laura Loving 

 

Carol Brown and Diana Little have faithfully led the children of the congregation in rotation 

model learning this semester. Thank you! Here, they celebrate with popcorn and a dramatic 

video review of Mary’s story and the Magnificat.  Next semester we will study and experience 

the month-long topics of Baptism, Communion, the Women of Holy Week and Knowing your 

Bible. Do you have neighbors, grandchildren or friends who might join us? We will start up 

again on January 8th with Sunday School at 11:00.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Clayton       02 

Clark de Nevers      02 

Bob Hilko        05 

Monica Johnson      07 

Linda Lambert        11 

Pat Slentz         11 

Jim Cobble        13 

Ross Lemons        14 

Jim Goforth        15 

Heather Jones        16 

Jillian Puckett        21 

Tony Cecil          21 

Jas Mercer-Smith     22 

Murlin Nutter        23 

Jacqueline Cooke     29 



 

Mission & Service Board 
 

 
 

Dignity Mission 
Update 

 
Saturday, Dec. 10, nine volunteers packed 217 colorful homemade fabric bags with toys 

for immigrant children in Ciudad Juarez.  They will be distributed to facilities which house 
immigrants waiting for their asylum hearings.  These are mainly immigrants from Central 
America, who are seeking asylum in the US because of life threatening conditions in their 
homeland.  Many nationalities are represented including those fleeing Ukraine. 
 

The toys included small stuffed animals, cars and trucks, crayons with small coloring 
book, stickers, a snack-size baggie with a child’s mask, and band aids, also a Christmas card 
and candy cane.  The bags were sewn by a number of volunteers including Sandy Charles, 
Terry Fitzpatrick, Carole Watanabe, Nancy Lemons and Carol Hess, a friend of a friend, living 
in Imperial, Nebraska!  Many of the toys were collected at our Thrift Shop. 
 

This completes the Dignity Mission projects for 2022.  In total we assembled 1200 
dignity kits, containing a dozen hygiene products, 96 student backpacks with school supplies 
and the Christmas bags.  We look forward to continuing this hands-on, all volunteer mission 
work again next year. 
 
Nina Thayer, Dignity Mission Coordinator 

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

United Church Returns to Truchas Pre-School 

On Thursday, December 15th Santa and friends returned to Truchas Pre-School for our annual 

Christmas Party. Thank you for supporting this longstanding relationship with the families 

and children of Truchas! 

 

 

 

We Need Your Help! 

The trustees would like your help in reducing our electricity costs.  Too often lights are 

left on in a room and no one is there.  If you are leaving the room and no one else is there, 

PLEASE make sure the lights are turned off.  Even the automatic lights can be turned off.  

Hopefully we can make a difference.  Most lights are being replaced with LED lights.   

Thanks for your efforts!  

 

 

THANK YOU!!! 
 

Thank you all for my warm welcome in Advent. I appreciate the 

dining gift certificates and look forward to using them! 
 

- Laura Loving 



 

 
United Church Thrift Shop Donations to  

Four Corners Home for Children 
 

Volunteers at the United Church's Thrift Shop set aside donations of outdoor clothing for 

children and youth all year. In November, Norma Puckett and Gloria Gilmore-House 

assembled the clothes to get them to the Four Corners Home for Children, located in 

Farmington, NM (formerly called Navajo Mission). This work culminated in early December 

when Gloria brought a carload of clothes to Bob Fitz, Vice President of the Four Corners 

Home. Bob thanked the United Church for this help to keep their children warm during the 

winter. Bob explained that their outreach includes working with Navajo pastors to help 

distribute clothes their communities may need.  The Four Corners Home for Children 

provides shelter, a loving environment, and secular and religious education for Navajo 

children who are orphaned, in foster care, or who otherwise may not be able to stay in their 

home environment. The United Church's Thrift Store also makes monetary donations to the 

Four Corners Home, which helps the Home continue its operations. The Home also 

welcomes donations from individuals, which can be made through their website: 

www.4ch4c.org. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thanks to the many volunteers the 
2022 Christmas sale was a 
success.  We didn’t have as many 
donations as the year before, but 
we made $2,055.  Without 
everyone’s help it wouldn’t have 
been possible.  A special thanks to 
the pricers and sorters where most 
of the work is done.  Many, many 
hours were spent on that phase.  
Also, thanks to the youth who set 
up tables, moved boxes and other 
items in record time.  They were 
amazing to watch.  Thanks to the 
men and women who unpacked 
and displayed about 90 banana 
boxes of Christmas items and set up Christmas trees.  The sale day wouldn’t have 
happened without the help of the many, many people who worked that day.  
Finally, thanks to the publicity people who advertised online and with banners.  

 

 

 

Men's Koffee Klatch                                       
All men of The United Church are invited to coffee, 

refreshments, and fellowship!  There are no lesson plans, no 

required or suggested topics, no devotions, no leaders, but 

there is a lot of fun!  Hosting duties are passed around within 

the group.  The wit and wisdom shared cover all sorts of 

topics and the discussions have proven extremely 

interesting, informative, and supportive.  We laugh a lot!  

We will be meeting in the CE Lounge, or you can join from 

home with Zoom. Please contact the Church Office to be included on the Zoom link email. 

Thursdays: 9:30 – 11:00 am in CE Lounge & Zoom. 

 

 



 

PRAYERS 

Please continue to hold these persons in your prayers during the month of January: 

Merlin Nutter ~ Ken Schuster ~ Jeanne Butler 

Darryl Briscoe ~ McKenna Wangen ~ Betty Smith 

Paul Mutschlecner ~ John Rebstock ~ Nancy Wohlbruck 

Mary Venable ~ Myrna Strong ~ Buck Siglock ~ Sam Elson  

Harry Flaugh ~ Richard Swenson ~ Larry & Betty Briscoe 

Jeff Nunnelley ~ Ron Christman ~ Karen Hearn 
 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED 
 

Please sign up now for summer celebrations and 

memorials. Cut flowers or flowering potted plants from 

your home would also be appreciated. Call to sign up 

and make arrangements with Marie Michnovicz, 832-

876-6994.  

 

 

 

All Ages Epiphany Party  
12:15pm on Sunday, January 8! 

 

Join us in Fellowship Hall for festivities and food as we celebrate the arrival of the 

sages from the East and the star that led them to the Christ Child.  
 

You don’t have to be a child or have a child to come —  

just the spirit of the Child who brings us peace and light.  
 

To volunteer to help, please contact Laura Loving at 262-853-4138  

or dcm@unitedchurchla.org. 



 

Friday Morning Women’s Prayer & Study Group 

          Online via Zoom, Fridays 10am – Noon  
 

All women are welcome to come try out our Friday morning group!  We are 

largely comprised of women of The United Church, although not exclusively, and 

you are certainly welcome to bring a friend with you!  We spend time each week 

in study and, equally as important, in fellowship and prayer. This new year is a 

great time to join this wonderful group of women. 

 

Beginning January 6, the Women's Friday Group will begin studying She Is 

Called--Women of the Bible vol. 2.  She Is Called is crafted to raise biblical 

literacy around women’s stories in Scripture in fresh and relevant ways in order 

to encourage, equip, and empower women to embrace their gifts and callings and 

to equip congregations and communities to “build God’s church together.” Each 

study includes a prayer, a Scripture passage, a deep dive into biblical context, 

practical applications, and discussion questions. Don't have the book? You're still more than welcome to join 

us.   

 

 

Monday Morning Women’s Book Study 
Online via Zoom, Monday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

The Monday Book Group is currently reading A. J. Jacob's The Year of Living 

Biblically. We meet via Zoom at 11AM on Monday mornings. Any women 

wishing to join is more than welcome. We'll be taking a break for the holidays and 

resuming our discussions on 1/9. We're only 3 chapters in so you'll have plenty of 

time to catch up if you'd like to join us (but never let not getting the reading done 

deter you from coming!).  

Raised in a secular family but increasingly interested in the relevance of faith in 

our modern world, A.J. Jacobs decides to dive in headfirst and attempt to obey the 

Bible as literally as possible for one full year. He vows to follow the Ten 

Commandments. To be fruitful and multiply. To love his neighbor. But also to 

obey the hundreds of less publicized rules: to avoid wearing clothes made of mixed 

fibers; to play a ten-string harp; to stone adulterers. The resulting spiritual journey is at once funny and 

profound, reverent and irreverent, personal and universal and will make you see history’s most influential 

book with new eyes. 

The books for discussion are selected by the group. 

Please contact Pastor Kara or the Church Office if you would like more information or links 

to join one or both of these discussion groups.  
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